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SHANGHAI, FRIDAY, DEC. 10, 1897. 


| THE GROWTH Of TIENTSIN. 


i 

| Amona the four-and-twenty open ports 
of China there avy many the situation 
of which derives little advantage from 
Proximity to great Chinese 
adequate space far expansion, 
unwholesome climate, these are some of 
the evils which seem inevitable iu 
Chiva, If we must live in Chins, many 
ersons would prefer an island like 
Shameon or Kulangsu, where it is pos- 
sible to be at once near, and yet not 
too close to the native population. ‘The 
situation of ‘Tientsin has many 
peculiarities. It is on an open plain 
comparatively sparsely inhabited. It 
is uot near any other port, and those 
which are least distant are not in any 
nay rivals, One of them—Chefoo—has 
no aatural waterways connecting it with 
the interior, ‘T'ientsin, on the contrary, 
is at the confluence of a system of 
rivers and canals which radinte from 
that metropolis like the ribs of an 
open fan. Of these there are eight 
or more, and they are the gate-ways 
to all North China, using that ex- 
pression in its more modern sense. 
‘fientsin is in addition the port of 
the Capital. Even if the “Manchu 











8! Court should pack up and remove to 





sianfu, as they came so near doing 
during the war, that would not cripple 
the development of ‘ientsin, which 
depends npon the operation of causes 
more far-reaching than the security of 
any dynasty. When the Peiho is sucess- 
fully tamed, and the mischief wrought 
by a too wide dispersion of its waters 
remedied, there will be more tangible 





now is, But even’ if all the schemes 
which now promise eo well toward this 
end should fail, the result would only 
be to shift the ceutre of activity ; not 
to divert, much less to stop it. 
Foreiguers who have lived in China 
for twenty years have been so often 





evidence of the development than there | 


deceived by the cry of coming railways, 
that now that railways have begun to 
come, we can with difficulty appreciate 
the magnitude of the transition, Tient- 
sin is not’ only an inevitable and an 
indispensable sea-port, it is an inevita- 
ble railway centre. We are not about 
to add one more to the futile pro- 
phecies of the past, yet it is plain that 
the advent of great trunk lines, in 
place of the present insubstantial “ hir 
lines,” is a question at most of a few 
years, ‘I'he revolution which this will 
effect will be profound, and will be 
full of surprises, agreeablo and other- 
wise, ‘The Chinese will adapt them- 
selves to the altered situation, as 
insects fit themselves to a new uest, 
swiftly and completely. It is a char- 
acteristic circumstance that a handful 
of Occidentals casually thrown together 
in an Oriental land, begin at ouce to 
orgaviss to develop such resources as 
are available. Of this our Municipal 
Councils are conspicuous examples. We 
have acquired and have to a large ex- 
tent inherited what is rightly termed 
“ social efficiency.” The Chinese have 
many kinds of efficiency, but this one 
they Inck. How does it happen that 
whoever may be the temporary residents 
of a port like ‘Tientsin, some able man 
can always be found to take the Chair- 
manship of the Council, and some 
incorruptibly honest men ara always 
available for the management of its 
large and expanding fivances ? Wheuce 
comes the tendency to foresee what is 
to be the need of the future, and to 
preas for it steadily until it is gained ? 
‘These are queries which intelligent 
Chinese would do well to raise and 
to answer, aud if the Literary Chan- 
collors of the leading provinces should 
be short of miscellaneous themes 
for the next chijjen Examinations, wo 
can cordially commend the riddle to 
them as one well worth stadying upon. 
Every visitor to ‘Tientsin is im- 
pressed with the obvious fact that 
there is here a civic life entirely inde- 
pendent of international rivalries. ‘he 
Council is served by Britous, Russians, 
Germans, or Chinese with equal im- 
partiality, and the multiplication of 
Concessions together with the exteusion 
of the area of the principal oue, are 
|sigua that the vitality is ulways ready 
'to overflow. ‘This is not the mere 
‘instinct to get money and to keep it. 
:That we share with the Chinese, yet 
under their administration we witness 
(few or no altruistic regults. ‘The 
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the fivest buildings in Ching for its 
purpose, and illustrates both in its 
main purpose aud iu its Library and 
Reading-room and in the varied uses 
to which the building is ‘coustantly 
uit, the civic spirit of which we 
fave spoken, We lay no strees spon 
the number or magyitnde of the 
enterprises now going on in‘ 
tsiv, for these are characteristic of 
Wertéra civilisation everywhere, but 
we do emphasise the fact that so large 
‘& proportion of them are designed for 
theintellectnal and moral uplift of those 
with whom they have to do, Many 
fens of thousands of taels are already 
built into. brick aud mortar structures 
which must have a permanent influence 
in developing the good and repressing 
the evil in this great centre of activity, 
If in the course of events the opening 
of the ‘I'wentieth Century should wit- 
ners x revolution in maunfacturing 
industries in China, as now gems 
almost certain, and if ‘ientsin should 
beco:ne like Bombay, or Osaka, or 
Shanghai, a new productive hive of 
activity on improved lines, the past 
history of the port is a prophecy and a 
promixe that the same aitrnistic forces 











already x0 long at work, will do much 
to ameliorate 
tence, 


the struggle fur exis- 





Summar 





ay of Bes. 











Tre American mail of the 9th of Novem- 
ber arrived here on the 4th inst. by the 
P.M, Co.'s steamer Pern. 

AN American inail, ex th, 's 
ateainer Olympia, arrived here on the 7th 
inst. by the Saikio Marw. 

Tur French mail of the 6th of November 
arrived here yesterday by the M.M. Co.'s 
ateaner Saghatien. 

A Mart leaves to-morrow morning for 
Kurope by the P. & 0. Co.'s mail steamer 
Mirzapore. 





. Co.’ 









——___. 
LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 
SUPPLIED THROUGH REUTER’S AGE: 
EXCLUSIVELY TO THE “! NORTH-CHT 
DAILY NEWS.” 
THE DISORDER BOHEMIA. 
London, 3rd November. 
Renewed serious anti-German riot- 
ing has taken place in Prague and 
elsewhere in Bohemia. Twelvebattalions 
have been requisitioned to preserve 
order, and they have had frequent 
collisions with the mob, and have fired 
on the people, killing several persons. 
REINFORCEMENTS FOR 
KIAOCHOU. 
London, 4th December. 
‘The German cruisers which are on 
the way to China will probably take 
extra complements of marines. 
LIFEBOAT FATALITY AT MARGATE. 
‘There has been another gale on the 
British coast, and the Margate lifeboat 
capsized and nine men were drowned. 
THE DISORDER IN BOHEMIA. 
Martial Jaw has been proclaimed in 
Prague, and the garrison hes been 
largely reinforced. 










SIR WILLIAM LOCKHART’S 
EXPEDITION. 
London, 6th Desember. 

The Kurrem Valley force has ad- 
vanced to the Chamkaum Hills. There 
was fighting, in the course of 
which Lieutenant Battye of the 6th 

Cavalry was killed, and three 


officersand fourteen men were wounded. | 


REINFORCEMENTS FOR 
KIAOCHOU. 

The German cruisers are taking 
1,400 extra marines for Kiaochou, as 
well as field artillery and a number of 
machine-guns. 

DISORDER IN AUSTRIA: A CON- 
STITUTIONAL CRISIS IMPENDING. 

Although Prague is quiet, there are 
outbreaks in other towns in Bohemia, 
sometimes by Gerinians and sometimes 
by Czechs, according to the preponder- 
ance of either nationality. 

The political situation in Vienna is 
little improved, and it is believed that 
something approaching an absolute 
government is impending. 

SIGNED AT LAST. 

The Treaty of Peace between Turkey 
and Greece has been signed at Constan- 
tinople. 

THE LONDON SCHOOL BOARD. 

Lord Reay has been elected Chair- 
man of the School Board. 

THE NEW GERMAN TERRITORY. 
London, 7th December. 

The German force at Kiaochou will 
amount to 4,500 men. 

THE GERMAN ANNEXATION OF 

K1IAOCHOU. 





Baron von Biilow, German Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, referring 
to Kiaochou, alluded to the constant 
grievances against China, with which 
country, nevertheless, Germany desired 
to preserve friendship, but’ he stated 
that Germany cannot allow China to 
think she can treat Germans differently 
from other Europeans; Germany, while 
desirous to respect the interests of the 
other Powers, is confident that they 
will respect hers. 

GERMAN DEMANDS ON HAYTI. 

‘Two German cruisers have arrived 
at Hayti, and have presented an ulti- 
matum demanding payment of an in- 
demnity within eight hours on behalf’ 
of a German subject named Lueders, 
for wrongful imprisonment. ‘The po- 
pulation is excited, and the French 
and German residents have taken re- 
fage on the ships in harbour. 

THE PROPOSED INCREASE OF 

THE GERMAN NAVY. 

‘The Naval Bill has been introduced 
in the German Reichstag, the Govern- 
ment strongly supporting it. 

PRESIDENT MCKINLEY’S 
MESSAGE. 


In President McKinley’s Message to 
the US. Congress he insisted on the 
absolute necessity for a reform of the 
Currency and Banking system. 








He said that Spain must be given a 












States will not 
intervene by force unless the necessity 
for her doing so is manifest to the 
whole world. 

He hoped that the labours of Senator 
Wolcott would still result in an in- 
ternational agreement as to silver, and 
he recommended ‘the definitive annéxa- 
tion of Hawaii. 

DISASTER TO" THE FRENCH 
-SOUDAN EXPEDITION. 
London, 8th December. 

A French expedition under Major 
Marchand, bound for the Nile, has been 
massacred in the Bahr el Ghazal, and 
only a remnant of the force escaped. 

GERMANY AND HAYTI. 

Hayti_ has ‘complied. with the de- 
mands of Germany in‘connection with 
the wrongful imprisonment of a Ger- 
man subject named Lueders. 


CHIN'S VIEWS OF THE. KIAOCHOU 
INCIDENT. 


It is understood that China réyatds 
the occupation of Kiaochou as being 
unjustificable and contrary fo interna- 
tional Jaw. She will never’ consent 
to the Germans remaining there; and 
will regard as an unfriendly act. the 
recognition by the Treaty Powers of 
any ainexation of Chinese territory by 
Germany without the acquiescence of 
China, 

INDIAN FINANCE. 
London, 9th December. 

‘Tenders will be received on the 15th 
of December for forty lakhs of rupees 
in Council Bills. 

For the financial year 1897-98 the 
Secretary of State for India will sell 
Bills for about ten millions sterling, 
instead of thirteen millions as estimated 
in the Budget. 


(PRoxt OUR NATIVE CORRESPONDENT.) 


THE GERMANS AT 
KIAOCHOU. 
Chinanfu, 5th Décember. 

On the 3rd: instant, at noon, about 200 
German marines and bluejackets with two 
machine guns entered tlie city of Kiaochou, 
which is eighteen miles from Kiaochou 
Bay,- and took. possession of the city walls 
and’ gates. The Chinese troops in the 
vicinity retreated asi the Germans advanced 
and allowed the latter to enter the city 
without any molestation, 


(Havas disputehes.) 
Paris, 19th November. 
Commandant Pauittin de St. Morel, Order- 
ly Officer to the President of the Republic, 
has been punished by thirty days’ arrest for 
making a communication’ to Henti Roche- 
fort on the subject of thie Dreyfus affair. 
Commandant Forgenotie, goveriior of the 
prison of Cherche-Midi, hes been relieved 
of his functions for certain indiscretions 
with reference to the same affa 
‘The Governor of the Philippines con- 
siders that the pacification of the islands is 
close at hand. 





20th November. 

Torpedo-boat No. 133, which’ was ma- 

noouvring iit night in the Bay of Algiers, 

has foundered after a collision. ‘The crew 
were saved.—L’Echo de Chine. 


(From Tongking Papers.) 
Paris, 24th November. 
Senator Bardoux and General Jessé are 


reasonable chance of realising reforms | dead. 


lead. 
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Lieut.-Col. Picquart will arrive on Fri- 
day, and will be. confronted with Messrs, 
Esterhazy, Mathieu, and Dreyfus. 

‘There has been a railway accident near 
‘Tarbes ; there were ten killed amd a large 
number of wounded. 

25th November. 

A search has been made at the residence 
of M. Picquart, at Paris, and a number of 
papers were seized. 


Seg es oe 
‘Tar Director of Sicawei Observatory 
reports :—Friday, December 3rd, 10 .m. 
State of the atmosphere on the 2nd.—The 
state of the atmosphere docs not vary. 
High pressures over China and low pres- 
sure system on the Pacific. The barometer, 
however, rises considerably in the Philip- 
pines. Fine weather. State on the morn- 
ing of the Srd.—The weather becomes over- 
cast but remains fine and calm. Probabi- 
lities, 5 p.m.—Rather fine and milder, but 
variable weather. Light winds between 
. and S.W. over the N. coast ; mode- 

rate to fresh N.N.E. monsoon in the S. 
Fog in places.—Saturday, 4th December, 10 
a.tt,-—Btate of the atmosphere on the Srd.— 
‘High pressures over China, low pressure 
area.in the Pacific. Fine weather. The 
situation still remains the same. State on the 
‘morning.of the 4th.—The baremeter keeps 
above the average at Shanghai. Light 
fog and calm atmosphere. Sunday, bth 
December, 10 a.m.—State of the atmosphere 
on the 4th. —Same situation ; high pressures 
to the N.W, and low pressures to the S.E. 
Normal monsoon system.” Fine weather. 
In Siberia the barometer, very high, has 
undergone a brisk fall. State on the morn- 
‘ing of the 5th.—Tho high pressure tends to 
move away N. and N.E,, and tho weather 
‘becomes overcast. Barometer above the 
average. Probabilities at 5 p.m.—Unsettled 
weather, liable to intermittent rain. Mode- 
rate monsoon in the S. and variable breezes 
which may shift to S. or S.E. in the N. 
Fog in places.—Monday, 6th December, 10 
a.m, State of the atmosphere on the 5th.—The 
ressures continue high to the N.W. and 
iow to the S.E. but the maximum tends to 
move away N. Light rain began to fall in the 
afternoon, State on the morning of the 
6th.—Light but covtinuous rain during 
the night. Quiet and dull weatl 
babilities, 5 p.m.—The wind will set in 
afresh from the N.\W. and the weather 





























will improve and become colder. Very 
variable .breezes over the coast 5 
moderate monsoon in the S,—Tues- 


day, 7th December, 10, a.m.—State. of 
the’ atmosphere on the 6th. —The hig! 
ressures re-appear over Central China, 
ery high barometer in the valley of 
the Yangtze. The weather sets fair at 
State on the 
‘morning of the 7th, -Barometer above the 
average, fine, cold, and quiet weather. De- 
ression to’ the S.E. of Irkutsk; the 
ometer falls at the northern stations. 
Probabilities, 5 p.m.—Fine weather. The 
Siberian depression will approach Mongolia. 
ind the N. of China, and an atmospheric 
perturbation may take. place. Moderate 
monsoon in the S.; S.E. to S.W. winds 
over the N. coast. Fog in pinces.— 
Wednesday, &h December, 10 a.m. State 
of the atmosphere on the 7th.—The high 
pressures move down more and more 
towards the Yangtzokiang while the Si- 
berian depression advances towards Mon- 
golia. Fine weather. State on the morning 
of the 8th.—The barometer falls rapidly at 
shanghai. Fine weather. The wind shifts 
to the SE. Probabilities, 5 p.m.—Owing 
to the approach of a depression in the 
NW. the weather will become milder, but 
variable, over the N. coast and in Shang- 
hat. Moderate S.E. to S.W. breezes over 
the N. coast, and rather light breezes over 
the 8. const.—Thursday, 9th December, at 
10 a.m.—State of the atmosphere on’ the 
4&th.—The depression approaches the N. of 
China and: the barometer falls rapidly. 














‘The high pressures move away to Japan. 
Mild and calm weather. Exceedingly high 
pressurés over Siberia: 803 (31.61 in.) at 
‘Tomsk.—State on the morning of the 9t 
The barometric fall continues, with mild 
and quiet weather, Heavy humidity during 
the night. Probabilities, 5 p. i 
weather. The depression which passes 
over the N. of China in conjunction with 
very high pressures over Siberia may oc- 
casion a N. to N.W. gale and sharp cold 
in Shanghai and over the N. coast. Light 
monsoon in the S. . 
paar 


Reapises For THE WEEK. 


(Thermometer in the open air in n shaded 
situation in the English Settlement.) 














1897. 
Fahr. Thermometer. Rainfall 
BYE ‘Max. in inches. 








3 
4 
5 
» 6 
» 7 
» 8 
» 9 
8 
Fabr. Thermometer. Rainfall 
Min, Max. in inches, 
Dec, 3 442.1 
» 36°83 
» 5 307.0 
ser ae 3070 
» 7 367.5 
oo fe 307 
9 38.8 





‘The first paragraph of our leadin; 
article of the 9th a another column 
contains a summary of the terms 
arranged between Germany and China 
with reference to Kiaochou Bay, Ger- 
many consents to evacuate Kinochou 
Bay (time not stated), and is to be 
granted a coaling-station on the coast 
of Fukien. 


Mr. George Jamieson returns very 
shortly to Shanghai to be Consul-General 
and Commercial Attiché. This appears to 
be an attempt by the Foreign Otic to 
warry out the wishes of the China Associa- 
tion, but is really an evasion. i 
canted is an official who can give his 
whole time to travelling about and stud: 
ing commercial questions, with headquar- 
ters at Peking; whereas it is a physical 
impossibility that the Oonsul-General at 
Shanghai can properly perform the duties 
of Commercial Attaché. It is presumed 
that Sir Nicholas Hannen will remain 
Chief Judge here until the new treaties 
come into force in Japan, when the British 
Court at Yokohama will be abolished, 
and Mr. H. S. Wilkinson will not impro- 
bably succeed Sir Nicholas as Chief Judge 
at Shanghai. But much may happen in 
the next two years. 

‘Tae news of the unexpected death at 
Wénchow of Mrs. W. S. Ayrton on the 
28th ult. was received here on Friday with 
very general and deep regret. As Miss 
Ellen McClatchie and afterwards as 
Mrs. Ayrton she was well known and 
very sincerely liked and respected in 
nearly every port in China, and there is 
no-one who knew her who does not heartily 
sympathise with her sorrowing husband, 
children, and other relatives. 

‘Tar Loongmoon arrived here from Kiao- 
chou Bay on Tuesday, and she reported all 
quiet there. On the Srd instant the Ger- 
mans took possession of Kinochou city. 
On the first summons to open the city gates 
the garrison declined to do so, but a volley 

in the air induced them to change their 
minds, and the German force entered the 





city and took peaceable possession. General | 


Chang Kao-yuan was at first confined in 
one of the yuméns at Tsingtao, but on 
account of some native soldiers having 
been seen prowling around at night and 





making signals to him, he was removed 
on board the flagship. The day before 


it} the Loongmoon. left, however, General 


Chang was released with the honours 
due to his rank. Many of the people who 
left Tsingtao when the Germans first took 
possession have returned and are now 
employed by the latter in building and fit- 
ting up winter quarters for the troops. On 
Tuesday wild rumours were floating about 
the Settlement that the Germans had had 
2 conflict with Chinese troops, but the 
explanation is that some disbanded Chinese 
soldiers were found attacking a village with 
intention to plunder, and fire-arms had to 
be used to disperse them, some three or 
four being killed. The Swatow left here 
on Thursday with supplies for the Ger- 
man fleet. 

Tue three bicyclists duly reached 
Hankow and were about to start for 
Shanghai by land, following down the 
Yangtze valley to Chinkiang, in the 
hope to reach’ our metropolis’ in time 
for Christinas. Mr, Fraser had bicycled 
overland from Ichang to Haukow, having 
followed the left bank of the river 80 
miles to Shashi, whence he struck out 
due east by the land road to the Hap 
which strikes that river some 40 miles 
abore Hankow; thence by boat down 
the Han to that port. Messrs. Lunn 
and Lowe, who had suffered much from 
the hardship of travel across Yiinnan, 
had come on to Hankow by steamer from 
Ichang. Mr. Fraser was in excellent health 
and his two companions fast recruitiny. 
Mr Fraser had had no dificulty with the 
people between Ichang and Hankow, faring 
| better in this respect than his predecessors 
‘Messrs. Lenz and Mellraith, previous to 
| the Japanese war. 
| OX Monday the three world-encireling 
wheelmen, Messrs. Fraser, Lunn, an 
Lowe, left’ Hankow for Shanghai. It was 
their first intention to strike across coun- 
‘try in a north-easterly direction, cutting 
through corner of Honan and coming 
upon the Yangtze again at Nunking. ‘This 
lis an almost unknown path, across the 
hills that divide the provinces of Hupeh 
and Anhui and isknownas the “Smugglers? 
Way,” because the opium smugglers from 
Szechuan travel by that route. Resi- 
dents in Hankow, however, dissuaded Mr. 
‘Fraser and his friends from journeying 
that dangerous track. ‘They are therefore 
following the banks of the river. ‘The 
three me in good health and sot off in 
‘excellent spirits. ‘The only provisions with 
|them were’ a few pots of meat extract 
in their pockets. Several Hankow cyclists 
accompanied the adventurers for a couple 
jof hours on their journey. Mr. Fraser 
{ says they intend to’ push on hard so as to 
reach Shanzhai before Christmas. He 
mentions the afternoon of the 23rd of 
December as the probable date of. arrival. 
‘They will then have wheeled since leaving 
London 14,322 miles. 
| Forraer details up to the Ist instant 
have reached us of the prospecting work 
being done by Mr. Gervase Cooke in 
Kianysi and Anhui provinces. Diamond 
boring for coal is being pushed on within 
the Tonghsi district, and at Tayeh 
sinking for coal is going on. The need of 
jeoal at the Hanyang Ironworks is very 
i pressing, and encourages prospecting, as 
| itis very expensive to supply the demand 
from Tientsin. ‘The fire in the Mangan- 
shan mines is still burning. 

Is another column will be found a transla- 
tion of the ode against foot-binding issued 
by native reformers in Hunan, and arguing 
very cogently in favour of the duty of 
allowing Chinese girls of all ranks to retain 
their natural feet. 

‘Tus syllabus of the Shanghai Literary 
and Debating Society, which has lately 
been issued, promises an interesting season, 
the subjects uf some of the papers being 
‘How an Empire was Built,” “ Brown- 
| ing,” “Our Five Senses,” “Notes on Java,” 
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and “ Industrial Enterprise in China,” 
whilst, in addition, there are to be a mock 
trial, a Shakespearean evening, a meeting 
at which papers by ladies will be read, and 
finelly, a debate. 

Tur Rev. J. C. Ferguson on Wednesday 
evening read a paper entitled ‘The Ideal 
Commonwealth” before the members of the 
Shanghai Literary and Debating Society, 
the Rev. I. T. Williams presiding. The 
lecturer ‘made a comparison between the 
systems of Confucius, Plato, and Sir 
‘Thomas More, the leading features of which 
he described. Having’ remarked upon 
Utopia as being the first. scheme in which 
ianity played x part, the speaker ex- 
plained what be regarded as rssentials to 
an idect commonwealth, the principal of 
these being the educstion of all children to 
trades and professions, with the teaching of 
morality, and co-operation between employ- 
erand employed, the government. under- 
taking examination of the resultsof business 
for such purposes. In the course of the 
discussion the Rev. Timothy Richard, Dr. 
Eakins, and Mr. F. E. Taylor were the chief 
speakers. 


Tur aunval meeting of the Society for 
the Diffusion of Christian and General 
Knowledge ameng the Chinese was held 
last, evening in the hall of the China Branch 
of the Royal Asiatic Society. Mr. C. Thorne 
presided, and a most encouraging view of 
the Society's operations was taken by all 
the speakers, the Rev. Timothy Richard 
giving an account of his visit to Europe 
and America on behalf of the Society. Our 
report is held over. 

Ovr French contemporary, the Echo de 
Chine, proposes the creation at Shanghai of 
a French Chamber of Commerce. 

Demise the season—on the 23rd of | 
December, 3rd of March, aud 28th of April 
—the Shanghai Philharmonic Society will 
give three concerts, and those wishing to 
become Honorary Members are requested 
to send in their names to Mr. T. L. 
Bickerton, Up to and including the i8th 
of December, members, who are entitled 
to two tickets for each concert, may reserve 
auats ut Messrs. Moutrie und Co.'s, 

‘Tax Bahr el Ghazal is a district of the 
Soudan, watered by a tributary of the 
Nile, lying south of Darfur and Kordofan, | 
north of the Congo Free State, and east of | 
the French Congo Colony. It was known , 
that a French expedition was on its way | 
thither from the French Congo Colony, | 
with the supposed object of preventing * 
the junction of the British East Africa 
Protectorate with the Egyptian possessions | 
now being reconquered from the Mahdi. | 
Notwithstanding this, there will be general | 
regret that a force officered by white men | 
should be practically annihilate’ by the | 
Soudanese sxvages. i 

A rine broke out in a row of native | 
houses situnted at the back of the Horse | 
Bazaar shortly after half-past two on Friday * 
moruing. ‘The firo brigade turned out with + 
its usual promptitude, but were greatly ' 
handicapped by want of water, the nearest | 
hydrant being on the Bubbling Well Road, ! 
and the firc had practically to be allowed ! 
to burn itself out. About 29 houses were 
destroyed, including those which had to be ! 
pulled down to prevent the spread of the | 
flames. The property was insured, the 
Royal having a risk on it of about Tis. ' 


















A rine occurred in the Rue Palikao oa 
Monday afternoon, by which the contents 
of three houses were destroyed and the 
buildings themselves seriously damaged. 
The fire was extinguished hy the French | 
Company, assisted by the Miholoongs who 
had one strexm on. ‘The fire is supposed to * 
have been caused by adefestive flue. There 
eas no insurance on the-eontents, but the 
loss on the buildings is said to be covered 
by insurance. : 

Txose who receive letters from the ‘ 
United States will have noticed that for | 





some time past the stamps have béen can- 
celled with a skeleton American flag. The 
work of cancellation is not done by hand, 
as in tho past, but by an electrical automa- 
tic machine which cancels the stamps and 
at the same time makes the impression 
which gives the place, date, and time of 
posting. Sume time since a London even- 
ing paper proposed that the British flag 
should be used for the cancelling stamp on 
letters posted in the British Empire, point- 
ing out that it was always an advantage to 
familiarise Britons all over the world with 
the appearance of the flag that has braved 
a thousand years, ete. The representative 
of the inventor ‘of the cancelling machine 
used in the United States has been in 
London lately introducing his machine to 
the notice of the officials at the British Gen- 
eral Post Office, where the stamps on some 
three million packets have to be cancelled 
daily. He proposed to the officials at St. 
Martin’s-le-Grand to use the British flag, 
but the officials replied that they had had 
ite enough of the British flag at the 
Fubilee, and were all tired of it! The 
machine, which wi'l no doubt be adopted 
in England, requires only that the letters 
be placed in a hopper, when the rest of the 
the Inbour 











process gos on’ automaticall 
of making two or more stampines by hand 
being done away with, and the cancella- 








gold is produced are therefore commanded 
fo send at once a note of the annual output 
of their territories, while the otherGovern- 
ors are exhorted to send explorers over the 
empire to prospect for the precious metal 
and report at once to Peking if they find 
any. ‘The intention is to buy up the gold 

the country that is now being sold to 
foreigners. 

Stoxs of progres’ continue to abound. 
Several of the wives of the native gentry of 
Shanghai have decided on starting a Girls’ 
School here, and in connection therewith 
the foreign ladies who form the Committee 
of the Tien Tsu Hui (Anti-Footbinding 
Society) received an invitation couched in 
the following terms :— 

“The Ladies Committee of the Chinese 
Girls’ School request the pleasure. 
Company to a foreign dinner at Chang Su- 
ho's Garden, Bubbling Well Road, at three 
o'clock Monday afternoon, December 6th, 
1997." 

The Chinese invitation gives the names 
of ten ladies, who come from various of 
the coast provinces of China; and who 
take this pleasant method of interesting 
foreign ladies in their scheme and securin; 
their co-operation. No girl is to be allow: 
to remain in the school with bound feet. 

A Native who has recently returned over- 
land from Kiaochou reports that the cause 

















tion and dating being ‘much more neatly 
and uniformly done. 


We are informed that H.E. Shéng’s 
long-drawn-out negotiations with the Bel- 
gian syndicate have come toa favourable 
end at last, and the first million pounds 
sterling will be shortly paid over to H.E. 
Shéng. 


Tae Hankow branch of the Imperial 
Bank of China was opened at that’ port 
with groat élat on the Ist instant. The 
new Bank premises are on the native bund, 
near the Horse-Prince temple—Ma-Wang- 
Mino. 


We learn from Kiukiang that the com- 
pradore of ove of the foreign hongs there 
has disappeared. It was reported that his 
defalcations amount to something between 
37,000 and 50,000 taels. He is young 
man, and’has succeeded so far in evading 
the s-arch that is being made for him. 


Tur native papers state that Mr. Huang, 
the Shanghai Magistrate, has Intely received 
a telegram from the Viceroy at Nanking 
commanding that special care bo taken to 
prevent any riots against missionaries. 
‘The Germans,” further says the dispatch, 
have seized the protext offered by the 
recent murder by bandits of two-German 
priests in Shantang to hold Kiaochou, and 
it is important that no further pretexts be 











of General Chang Kao-yuan’s retention by 
the Germans was owing to his refusal to 
issue a joint proclamation with the German 
Admiral calling upon the people of Kiao- 
chou not to oppose the invaders. After 
being detained several days on board the 
German flagship, the Chinese General was 
released, an escort for German sailors 
accompanying him for about two miles 
beyond the sea shore of the Bay. The 
four soldiers who were jetained with their 
General report that they were not badly 
treated but that their General was treated 
very harshly at first, and was shut up in a 
dark cabin. When, however, the Germans 
found that i= j could do nothing they 
allowed General Chang to go. Our in- 
formant also states that General Chang 
mae ES to Peking as soon as he was 
compelled to retreat from the Tsingtao fort 
asking for permission to oppese the 
Germans, but peremptory orders came 
telling him to do nothing to precipitate war 
with the Germans. Governor Li Ping- 
héng who knew nothing of these orders 
peerage to the Throne denouncing 
General Chang for cowardice and asking 
leave to execute him as anfexample to the 
rest of the army. General Chang, how- 
ever, is a brave und capable officer, much 
beloved by his troops und the people of 
Kiaochou and Téngchou. He and his 
brigade, the Sungwu, fought well and 





given to any foreign Power to be taken 


advantage of. 


Os the 26th of November last, says the 
Hupao, young inan of eighteen named 
Hsii Ta-kou was executed at Canton on 
the charge of murder. The execution 
grownt was crowded and much sympathy 
was felt for the condemned, for it was well 
known that he was innocent, the actual 
murderer having been the man's futher. 
In order to save his parent and satisfy the 
law of “‘life for life” young Hsii gave 
himself up as soon as he knew that his 
father had done the deed, and confessed to 
e murder. As the Chinese saying has 
it: “He sealed his filial piety with his 
blood.” The affxir will be recorded in the 
town history of Kiungchou, Hainan island, 
as proof of the lengths to which true filial 
piety will go. 

A pecree dated the 15th of October has 
been promulgated to all the Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces consenting to the 
proposals of Yang Yi-chih, a Cantonese 
and a member of the Transmission 
recommending the minting of gold 
order to prevent the drain that is now 
going on of gold from the country. The 











bravely during the war in Liaotung against 
the Japanese. With reference to General 
Chang Rae gas, it will be remembered that 
our Newchwang correspondent spoke very 
highly of him and his troops daring the 
late war, and that his were the only troops 
who didnot desert their colours. General 
Chang had quite a record for capability 
and courage during the reconquest of 
Chinese "Turkestan from Yakub Beg of 
Kashgar, in the middle of the seventies. 
‘As a matter of fact General Chang may 

be said to be one of the very few General 

China has at present who may ibe reli-d on. 

‘Two native houses in course of erection 
in the Woosung Road callapsed on Tuesday 
morning, but fortunately, no-one was 
injured. 7 

‘Tar death is arinounced of Miss Amy 
Sedgwick (Mrs. W. B. Parkes), who was 
born in 1837, and was for many years the 
leading actress on the British atage. 

‘Tue change in the European mail day is 
to take place at the beginning of February 
next, and the P. & O. Co. will then change 
weeks with the French mail. An English 
mail will leave here on the 22nd or 23rd of 
January and will b- followed by a French 








high’ authorities of the territories where 


mail on Satardsy, the 29th of January, 
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‘This will probably be followed by a Frencl 
mail again on Tuesday, the 8th of February; 
the next English mail'will be on Tuesday, 
tho 15th of February, and thereafter the 
mails will leave on alternate Tuesdays. 


H.M.S. Phaniz, sister ship to the 
Aigerine, is expected here on the 20th. 
She is commanded by Commander Reginald 
P. Cochran, 


‘Taz Nreron Yusen Kaisha’s new steamer 
Kamakura-maru sailed from Kobe for 
Seattle, Washington, on the 4th instant. 


Tue USMS; City of Peking arrived 
at San Francisco on the 4th inst. 


‘Tue R.M.S. Empress of India left Yoko- 
hama for Vancouver on Friday afternoon 
Jast. = 


‘Tus cilk which loft Shanghai on the 30th 
of October ‘per RLMLS. Bnpre of Chinn 
arrived in New York on the 2ad instant. 

Tux Coptic arrived at Yokohama from 
San Francisco on tho 7th inst. 

Tax R.M.S. Empress of China left 
‘Vancouver on ‘Tuesday afternoon and may 
be expected to reach Yokohama on Monday, 
the 20th instant. 

‘Tue 8.8. Pingsuey left the Suez Canal 
for the East on the 7th instant. 

‘Tar Nippon Yusen Kaisha Trans-Pacific 
lino 8s. Hiojun Mari, which left Seattle 
on the 20th of November, arrived at Yoko- 
hhama on Wednesday, Hor cargo may be 
expected here on tho lst by thes.s. Kobe 
Maru. 5 

Tas Mirnpore experienced a very heary 
monsoon between Singapore and’ Hong. 
kong. On one day she only mado 142 
niles in the 24 hours, while on two others 
her runs were 160 and 18 miles respec- 
tively. Heary weather was also encvun- 
tured ‘siber Weaviog Hunghong, her. be 
day's run being 299 miles. We'are glad to 
har that this is her last trip. 

We learn from a home paper that. tho 
steamer Practoria, sister ship to the Penn- 
syloania, built inthe ‘Blohm-Voss yard 
for tho Hamburg-Amorican Line, is 688 
feet long, 62 fect beam, and 42 feet deep. 
She has’ seven decks, and has.a displace: 
tment of 23,500 tons, and a carrying ‘capa- 
city of 9,500 tons. ‘hero is accommoda- 
tion for 3,500 steerage passengers, and 204 
first-class and 124 second-class passengers. 

We have received the November issue of 
the Corean Repository. 

We havs received the December issue of 
the Shanghai Recorder. 

We have received from Messrs. Iveson 
& Co, the agents, batch of ‘almanacks, 
ttc, issued ‘by the Royal Tnsurance Co., 
and from the American ‘Trading Co. a 

sirnilar batch fasued by tho Queen Insur- 

ance Co., which is now merged in the 

Royal. 

Mx. D. Satow has published a prettily. 
bound little book containing sixty photo- 

raphic snap-shots of the late Race baeting. 

Some are better than others, and some aro 

very interesting, and on. the whole they 

fave an excellent idea of the Chinese raco- 
poby, and would greatly au useone’s sport 

Ing fiends at home. 

Mussns. Shewan, Tomes & Co., the 
Shanghat Agent "have gont ‘us a sample 
bottle of G. H. Mumm & Co's. Extra Dry, 
English style, champagne. It is driet 
than the champagne which we have been 
accustomed to receive from this eminent 
firm, and will doubtless be accordingly 
highly appreciated in Shanghai, 

We, have to thank Messrs. Overbeck 
& Co, the sole agents for Chins and Japan, 
for a bottle of Charles Heidsieck's always 
welsome white seal champagne. | Wrapped 
round the bottle is an account of the his- 

- tory and origin of the House of Heidsieck, 
from which we learn that the business was 
founded by ‘Florens Louis Heidsieck in 
about 1778 ; he died in 1828 ; and Charles 

Holdsieck and his brother Henri 





























the only great-grand-nephews of 
the original Heidsieck who have aright to; 
use the name. With the champagne comes 
8 box of Ch. in’s excellent Biscuits de | 
Reima, 8 most pleasant accompaniment to ; 
the wine. 

Some weeks ago we reported a case in! 
which a German bluejacket was charged 
with stabbing a 'ricsha coolie. The sen- 
tence, which was one of eighteen months’ 
imprisonment, was notified to the police 
authorities on Wednesday. 

Ar the Mixed Court on Saturday three 
men were charged with stabbing another 
at Yangtze) it 
appeared I 
by the principal prisoner whilst asleep, the 
motive being revenge. The principal was 
given 300 blows and a month's imprison- 
ment and the other two 200 blows each. 

Ar the Mixed Court on Wednesdayacoolie 
was charged on remand with stealing timber 
from the Shanghai Engine Works. He 
was sentenced to receive 200 blows and to 
undergo a month's imprisonment. Two 
men, for receiving. the stolen timber, were 
ordered to pay the value of the property, 
with a fine of $5 in addition. 

‘Tue Foochow Echo of the 27th ult. 
says :—We are given to understand that 
the Chinese Tea Merchants’ Association 
had a few days ago petitioned the Likin 
Authorities for a reduction of the likin tax 
on tea, and we must bide oir time to seo 
how far they will succeed in obtaining 
such reduction. - 

‘Tue Peking & Tientsin Times confirms 
the news that the Claro Babuyan is a 
total wreck in Hope Sound in the Gulf of 
Pechili. The Claro Babuyan was one of 
the best-known sailing vessels on the 
China coast. She was a wooden vessel of 
358 tons, was built at Sunderland in 1862, 
and has been on or about this coast, if our 
memory serves, ever since she was bi 

Tar following notes are from the 
Peking and Tientsin Times: 

Information has reached us to the effect 
that a Russian Military Adviser has been 
‘engaged by the Chinese Government. The 

ngagement was obviously made some 
little time back, as the official is expected 
to arrive daily—if he is not already in 
China, The fact may have been perfectly 
well-known to our Representative, But until 
a fow days ago it was a secret to the general 
ublic. ‘The “engagement,” which is by 
far the most serious step on Russia’s part 
which China has acquiesced in, is in perfect 
harmony with Russia’s general programme 
in the Far East, and verifies what we have 
been predicting. It is also in harmony 
with the Cassini Convention, in connection 
with which we may mark off another detail 
accomplished. It brings into sharper relief 
the fact that a crisis has arrived, or is 
arriving, in the history of China’s inter- 
course with foreign Powers, which will 
open a new and eventful chapter for all 
concerned. Russia is standing with a 
pistol levelled at China's head and getting 
all she wants. The sit m can only be 
levelled up by some other Power getting 
on China’s other side with a Gatling gun. 
But it may be that the Gatling gun will be 
reserved for the defence of more vital 
southern interests. ‘The position of affairs 
is such, however, as to lend vivid colouring 
and effect to every movement, and we may 
anticipate very interesting developments at 
rief intervals. 

We were pleased to see a thumping toast 
drunk at the ‘*Smoker” on Saturday last 
-in honour of Surgeon-Major Heuston, who, 
to the very general regret of the commu. 
nity, with whom he has been very popular, 
is just about to return home. In response 
to the cordial remarks of the Chairman, 
Dr. Heuston said it gave him genuine 
pleasure to learn that, in the estimation of 
his many friends in Tientsin, he had done 
his duty during his residence here, and he 
had no hesitation in saying that he left 





















































i, his part- } with very great regret. ... Dr. Heuston 





oes home to join the staff of Lord Ro- 
ts, Commander-in-Chief in Ireland, and 

carries with himourmost cordial good wishes 

for his futuro happiness and prosperity. 


Very general satisfaction has been ox- 


| pressed since the new regulation for the 


transit of mail matter during the -wintor 
months has become known, full particulars 
of which are published this week. Sir 
Robert Hart is to be congratulated on 
having brought the Imperial Post into 


;something like an organised institution 





within afew months, and while there are 
still many improvements which time and 
opportunity will doubtless make, the 
service is altogethér ina very much more 
efficient state than it seemed. probable it 
would be a fow months ago. 


We hare received Hongkong papers to 
the 6th inst.—‘The engineers in the Straits 
are sending a subscription to the funds of 
the Amalgamated Society of Engineers at 
home who are now Szhting the employers, 
—Mat Salleh has made another raid and 
burnt the village of Anbong.—A rendition 
case was opened in the ‘Hongkong Police 
Court on the 27th, the prisoner being 
charged with being one of a band of a 
thousand robbers who swooped down upon 
a village in Haifong district on the 14th of 
June last, killing twenty-four men, two 
women, and four children, and stealing 
property to the vulue of Tis. 20,000.—Mr. 
W. K. Wylie, Superintendent Engineer of 
the Hongiong High Level Tramways Co., 
committed suicide on the 27th by shooting 
himself with a revolver. Financial difi- 
culties and the possible loss of his situation 
are stated as the probable causes. He has 
left a widow and three children.—Foot- 
and-mouth disease is spreading among the 
cattle in Hongkong and the neighbourin; 

districts.—The German cruiser Irene left 
Hongkong for the North on the 29th 








It. | ult.—At the inquest held on the lato 


Mr. W. K. Wylie, Mr. Wodehouse found 
“that death resulted from a bullet wound 
self-inflicted consequent upon mental dis- 
tress in connection with money difficulties 
into which deceased had fallen with the 
Hongkong High Level Tramways Co.”— 
‘Telegraphic communication has been estab- 
lished between theislands of Luzon, Penang, 
Negros, and Cebu.—Instructions had been 
received that no work was to be undertaken 
on the British flagship Centurion that would 
detain her in port more than 48 hours, and 
all the other vessels of the fleet have been 
put’ in immediate readiness for sea.—A 
very important case, Gubbay and others v. 
Belilios, in which the plaintiffs, on behalf of 
theJewish community in Hongkong, petition 
for a declaration that a certain piece of land 
in the Colony bought by the defendant 
was povgee and is held by him in trust 
for the Jewish community,- was opened 
in the Supreme Court, Hongkong, before 
the Chief Justice, on the 2nd.—Cattle 
disease has broken out in a virulent form 
in Tongking.—A French mission com- 
posed of officers of the French marine 
artillery, and two State engineers, under 
the direction of Col. Pennequin, is starting 
on a two-year tour of investigation in 
Yunnan.—How Qua Unsoon, grandson of 
the original How Qua of Canton, died 
there on the 28th ult.—The Bayern made 
her recent run to Hongkong from this in 
under 52 hours.—Liu Yung-fu, the ex-Black 
Flag Chief, has been appointed Generalis- 
simo of the armies of the five south-eastern 
provinces.—Mr. Thos. Campbell, Assistant 
Engineer of the Hongkong Fire Brigade, 
died on the 4th from the effects of a ccld 
caught at the recent fire in Third Street. 


‘Tae following notes are from the Hony- 
kong Daily Press:—We are informed by 
the Assistant Colonial Secretary that a 
Aispatch has been received from the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonics approving 
the dismissal of Mr. Osmund, Inspectors 
Witchell, Stanton, Quincey, and Baker, 
Sergeant Holt, and Sanitary Inspector T. 
Hore from the Public Service. 
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‘Tae Daily Press of the 2nd inst. has the 
following note on the sensational rumours 
of the approaching partition of China :— 

Private information has been received in 
Hongkong by a prominent resivent from a 
correspondent in the North, believed to be 
well-informed, to the effect that Russia. 
Germeny, and_ France have agreed upon a 
policy of territorial _aygrandisement by 
{hich each is to obtain substantial advan- 
tages. Germany is to.retain Kisochou and 
ultimately annex the whole of the Shan- 
tung province ; France is to have Formosa 
and the Fukien province, and Russia is to 
annex Corea and Manchuria aud the whole 
of the north-éastern portion of China as far 
as the Shantung border. 

No official confirmation of this ex- 
traordinary report has been received in 
Hongkong, so far as can be ascertained, 
‘but some’ importance is attached to it 
in non-official circles and we hear that a 
meeting of the Committee of the China 
Association is to be held to-day to con- 
‘sider the situation. We understand also 
that the information has been telegraphed 
to the home Press. 

‘Probably there is a substratum of truth 
in the report, but it is unlikely that a 

olicy of out-and-out annexation is to b+ 
Immediately entered upon. What seems 
more likely is that the Powers named have 
defined certain spheres of inflience in 
which ench is to have a free hand to do as 
itlikes and that in certain contingencies 
each may count upon the support of the 
others. "The statement respecting Formosa 
soems the most incredible part of the re- 
port, but what is meant possibly is that in 
the.cvent of war between Russia and Japan 
Trance would lend her assistance to’ the 
former Power and take Formosa as her 
reward should the war prove successful. 

Tun Chief Justice of Hongkong gave 
judgment on the Ist inst. in the case of 
the Emperor of China . Bennertz and an- 
other. According to the report in the 
Hon iq Daily Press, his Lordship said 
that in the application before the Court not 
only were the wages of the crew of the 
Ningchow claimed, but also the expenses 
of the ship up to the 9th of December, 1896. 
‘The Court was unable to decide who was 
ultimutely liable for the paying of the wages 
or the expenses, as the suit had not gone on 
to a determination. The Court had no 
summary power to award the wages of 
the crew. With respect to the award 
of $1,000 under Section 19 of the Code it 
had to be considered whether the Court 
had jurisdiction to deal with a plaintiff 
Sovereign of a foreign nation. The ap- 
vlction for the warrant to detain the 














Vingchowe was made by Mr. Hillier, Com- 


inissioner of Customs at Kowloon, 
on behalf of the Emperor of Chin’ 
Court had come to the conelusion that it 
hhad clear jurisdiction to deal with the 
plaintiff Sovereign in the matter if it was 
Sleatly proved that the warrant was applied 
for on insufficient grounds. The facts 
were thet the Ningehowo was chartered 
by Messrs. Bennertz and Co. from 
the agents of the Chineso Governnient. 
‘The vessel had cleared at Shanghai for 
Chefoo but she came to, Hongkong instead. 
Undoubtedly her coming to Hongkong 
furnished grounds for the arrest.” The 
Emperor of China had brought the suit 
for the recovery of the Ningchow, and 
uked the Court to grant an order to arrest 
the vessel. No proof had been deduced 
that the order for the arrest was made on 
insufficient grounds and the Court was 
unable to award compensation. The re- 
sults were that the motion for the costs in 
the first part of the application succeeded, 
Dut the motion for the recovery of damages 
failed. 

Mn. Erich Georg writes in his weekly 
share list, dated Hongkong, the 4th inst : — 

‘The extreme tightness of our money 
merket has brought business in shares 
almost to a complete standstill, and Tam 
very much afraid that no improvement will 
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take until’ after Chinese New Year. 
The November settlements, which have 
been small, seem to have ‘been arranged 
satisfactorily, although some forced settle- 
mentsales in Bank shares and Dock shares 
have taken place, at rates which have not 
been made public. The market closes very 
dull, with hardly any enquiry at all, and it 
is most difficult to find buyers, except for 
a few stocks, and rates show signs of 
weakening further. 

We translate the following paragraph 
from the Comercio: —The pebina ay 
which arrived at Manila on the 21st of No- | 
vember from North Luzon, brought in tow 
the new steamer Tungkong, recently acquir- 
ed in Hongkong by the Compafia Gen- 
eral de Tabacos, which was picked up 
eight miles West of Matalvi Bay, with- 
out water, without coal, and with damago 
to her boilers that rendered her completely 
unmanageable. ‘The vessel was commanded 
byacaptain of the British mercantile marine, 
her erew being Chinese. We congratulate 
the captain and officers of the Churruca 
on the seamanship they displayed in get- 
ting the vessel into tow after the cable had 
broken three times owing to the heavy 
sea running and on having rescued the 
crew from certain death, 

‘Tue following notes are from the Hong- 
kong Daily Press 

We hear that Vice-Admiral Sir Alexander 
Buller is expected to hoist the Admiral's 
flag on his flagship in. Hongkong next 
month, In January Admiral Buller will 
return to England and Vice-Admiral Sit 
Edward Hobart Seymour, K.C.B., will 
take over the command of the China Station. 

A Reuter’s telegram dated Aden, October 
the 27th, says :—‘* The Indian Government 
steamer Mayo has just return from search- 
ing the cost of Arabia and the Kuria Muria 
Yslands for traces of the passengers of the 
P. and O. steamer Aden, which was wreck- 
ed on the coast of Socotra some months 
ago. Thirteen different places were visited, 
and the Kuria Murias were searched, but 
absolutely uo trace of anything or any one 
was found. The Arabs on the coast ure 
willing to give all information, but they 
have none to give.’ 

‘The Singapore Chamber of Commerce 
invites its member to send, in writing, 
criticisms of, or questions about, the Sub- 
Committee's gold dollar scheme. In an 
article on the subject the Straits Times 
says:—The currency scheme has, in it 
favour, some chance of Siamese si 
Tt was pointed out the other day by 
Huttenbach, in our columns, that 
holds a strong relation in the position. In 
his opinion, Singapore currency reform 
would be inoperative should Siam keep to 
asilver basis. Opinion at Bangkok, judg- 
ing from newspaper utterances, seenis in- 
clined to follow Singapore's lead. In other 
words, it is presumed there that, should 
Singapore adopt the gold dollar, the 
Siamese tical must be also put upon'a gold. 
basis. 

‘Tae following men-of-war were in port 
at Nagasaki on the 3rd inst.:—H. M. 
ships Undaunted, Immortulité, Noreissus, 
Daphne, and Humber; Russian Rw 
‘Admiral Nachimoff, Kreisser; American 
Olympia and Boston, The P.M.S.S. China 
arrived that morning and had to go back 















































to a berth at the quarantine station, for | 


there was not room for her in any ‘con- 
venient berth. A few more men-of-war 
would just nicely fill the whole port. 
Dr. G. E. Morrison, the Peking corres- 
pondent of the Times, left Vladivostock on 


jthe 22nd of November for Chefoo: and 


Peking. He has just completed a three 
months’ journey, travelling from Viadivo- 
stock round the Amoor provinces to 
Stretensk, returning. to Vladivostock 
through Manchuria along the line of the 
projected mlmay, the works of which he 
as carefully inspected. 

‘As an instance of the very shallow views 
that some journalists take we may note 











the glee swith-which the Japan fait jumps 
on us in its remarks on the.seizure of 
Kiaochou Bay by Germany. “This seizure, 
it says, is a proof of the non-éxistétice of 
the Cassini Convention, which ‘it’ has 
always discredited. It is really “just the 
opposite. Russia considers that Kiaochou 
Bay is her property, and that if anyone 
is to feel aggrieved at the German action, 
it is she and not China. We learn that 
when the news of the seizure was ‘made 

yublic at Peking, the action of thé Russian 
Chargé d'Affaires was as characteristic as 
jit was dramatic. He posted off to the 
‘Tsungli Yamén with an assumed air of in- 
dignantastonishment. ‘‘Here’s a nice stato 
of things,” he said to the stupefied Princes 
‘nd Ministers; ‘you gave us Kiaochou 
Bay, and now you've given it to Germany !” 
“Given it! Why, it’s been stolen from 
us, and we were just going to ask you to 
help us get it back! What!” Help 
you, after such treachery as that! ~It was 
Sheer treachery to us; you never ‘Gred a 
single shot! If ycu had fired one shot 
against the Germans, I might believe that 
you didn’t give it. If the Germans had 
attacked you on the sea, I could. under- 
stand your giving in, as I know you have 
no fleet now ; but to let them attack you 
‘on land, and not fire a single shot in your 
own defence, of course it was treachery, 
‘and you will get no help from'us.” And 
thus Russia is able to oblige Germany, and 
at the same time get jauntily out of her 
undertaking to come to China's assistance 
when she is in‘difticulties. 

We have received Corea and Japan 
papers with dates from Seoul to the:27th 
ult., Tokio the 29th ult., Yokohama the 1st, 
Kobe the 2nd, and Nagasaki the 4th inst.— 
The Toyo Kisen Kaisha has arranged with 
the Pacitic Mail and O. & O, Companies to 
open a beg A service between San 

rancisco and Hongkong. After Juno 
next each of the three Companies will havo 
three steamers, making nine in all, on tho 
line.—The N. P, Co.'s steamer Pelican 
which left Victoria, B.C, on tho 12th of 
October, was much overduo at Yokoharna. 
—Capt. H. F, Sommer of the Mutual Lino 
steamer Oopack died at Kobe on the 28th 
ult.—The German Ambassador at St. 
Potorsburg told the Japanese Chargé 
d'Affaires there that the German and 
Russian Governments had had no consulta- 
tion over the Kiaochou affair, there being 
no necessity for an understanding. Japan 
is anxiously waiting to know what is the 

ttitude taken by Great Britain in the 

iatter.—The big Russian cruiser Rossiw 
is to relieve the Admiral Nachimoff on 
this station. — Mr. J. Yoshino's match 
factory at Kobe was burnt down on 
the 5th ult.—The Kobe Chronicle says 
that as a palace is to be built for the 
Crown Prince on the site of the old Akashi 
Castle and Park, factories in Akashi using 
steam engines have been advised by tho 
authorities to remove from the neighbour- 
hood.—The directors of the ‘Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha entirely oppose the natural desire 
of the shareholders to receive a dividend for 
the past half-year. It is supposed that the 
real object of the directors’ is ‘to’ bring 
pressure on the government and thus get 
an increased subsidy.—The two tenders 
sent iu for dredging the harbour at 
Nagasaki were some '200,000 yen above 
the limit fixed by the authorities and 
so far neither has been accepted.—A 
Palace Guard ‘has been organised at 
Seoul, comprising 632 officers and men. 
—Tho result of the crisis in the Finance 
Department at-Seoul is that,the treasury 
is nearly .exhansted.—The Independent 
gives a'two-paye account of the funeral 
of the late- Queen of Corea, which was 
attended the Emperor, ‘the Imperial 
Prince, and all ‘the Foreign Represent- 
Another change will soon’ take 
e in the Corean Cabinet ; the Prime 
ter has again attempted unsuccessfully 






















to resign.—The Jupan Times says that ‘‘ the 
gravity of the situation in the Far East is 
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increasing the ery for a strong Government 
ani ited” people." —The rise'in the 
pri is seriously affecting factories 
in ge 

Tight * 








ral, and especially the electric 





jinpanies, in Japan.—There was 
news of the overdue stedmer 
‘The Japan Mail indignantly re- 
jidiates ‘the idea that England has put 
her hand ‘to any compact relating to the 
boat ion of the Chinese Empire:—At the 
jlf-yearly meeting of the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha, Mr. Kondo, the President, re- 
gretted that no dividend could be declared, 
_ ‘as the Coinpany had lost over 400,000 yen 
inthe European service during” the six 
months, ‘There was some disorder at 
thé meeting and a resolution. was passed 
insisting on some. dividend being paid, 
anda special meeting is to be held short- 
ly to, discuss this—The St. “Andrew's 
all at Yokohama on the 30th was 
one of the most successful on record. 
—The Yashine arrived’ at Yokohama 
on’ the 30th ult.—The St. Andrew's Ball 
at Kobe was a grest success, the ladies 
staying till 4a.m.—The accounts of the 
Club Hotel, La., Yokohama, for the half- 
year ended 30th September last, show a 
net pfotit of $13,715.—Eleven men, mostly 
connected with the Kobe Customs, have 
‘been arrested at Kobe on the charge of mis- 
appropriating Customs funds.—A Russian 
dramatic company from Vladivostock was 
to give a performance at the Nagasaki 
Public Hall, the first of its kind. 

The following telegrams are from the 

Kobe Chronicle 
‘Tokio, 25th November. 

‘Phe Admiral in command of the German 
Asiatic squadron is reported to have ad- 
dressed the following Memorandum to the 
Admirals commanding the squadrons of the 
vatious Powers in the Far East :-— 

“The squadron under my command has 
occupied the Kiaochou Bay as security in 
certain negotiations for compensation con- 
ducted’ with China. But there will be no 
obstruction to trade on the seas.” 

It_,is stated that though the occupation 
of Kinochou Bay by German war-vessels 
has been formally communicated by the 
German Admiral to the Commanders of the 
British, Russian, and French Asiatic 
squadrons, no notice has yet been received 
by the Chief of the Japanese Naval Staff 
Depattinent nor the Comniander of the 
‘Tapanose standing quadron 

A Poking telegram of the 23rd inst. states 
that. Baron''von Heyking, the German 
Minister, has’ declared that Germany will 
not ‘evatusto ‘Kinoehou Bay until the 
Chinese Government’ has acceded to the 
demands made." This also is the opinion 
generally lield by foreigners and natives 
at Peking. 

‘A telegram has been received in Tokio, 
stating that the Chinese Government has 
asked Great Britain to intervene in_tho 
mattor of the occupation of Kiaochou Bay, 

_ but Great Britain has declined to do so. 

It is still doubtful whether the cession 
of territory is among the demands mado 
by Germany. . 

‘While the rumours prevailing in diplo- 
matic cirelés in Europe are, judging from 

rts ftom Japanese Ministers, very 
there seems a general consensus of 
that, ‘the. occupation of Kiaochou 
is tho result of an understanding be- 
tiyeen Russia ind Germay. ees 
Owing to illness, Baron Nishi, the For- 
cign Minister, was not present at yesterday's 
Cabinet Council, held to consider the Kia 
‘chou question. Mr. Koiura, the Vice- 
Minister, delivered reports -from various 
‘Feptesentatives abroad on the. matter. 
~‘Many.of these aro vague arid. indefini 
that’ the Governnient is not yetin a posi 
‘to ‘asceridin the general attitude of the 
‘Powers, andthe Cabinet arrived at no 
‘decision as to the adtion it should take.- 
“According to a certain diplomatic official, 
ferniany has adopted a very firm attitude, 
id \it is ‘Velieved ‘that she is acting in 
‘concert with Rugsia, “It is therefore neces- 






















































sary to ascertain the attitude of the other 
Powers if a protest is tobe made. The 
action taken by Germany is a menace to 
‘the “peace of the ‘Orient. Japan cannot 
therefore, and a protest must be 
made either jointly with other Powers or 
independently by Japan. The Govern- 
ment seems to be resolved to protest against 
the action of Germany, 
Seoul, 25th November. 

It is reported that BM. Alexeieff proposes 
to borrow a loan of three million yen from 
Russia, and is consulting with the Finance 
Minister on the matter. Owing to ‘super- 
vision over financial outgoings being relaxed 
in consequence of the trouble between Mr. 
Brown and Mr. Alexeieff, the expenditure 
of the Royal Household largely increased, 
and on account of the partial redemption 
of the loan to Japan, funds in the Treasury 
have become very low. 

‘Tokio, 26th November. 

‘The Finance Department is believed to 
be making enquiries with reference to the 
financial crisis in Osaka, with a view to 
suggesting some measures of relief. 

27th Fovember. 

‘Messrs. Motoda, Wada and Saik (mem- 
bers of the Diet belonging to the National 
Unionist party) waited on Count Matsukata 
yesterday and presented him with an 
address urging him to resign. ‘The Premier 
thanked the deputation for their advice, 
but declined to accept it, saying that in 
the interests of his Majesty aid the 
nation it was utterly impossible for him 
to resign at such a critical moment as the 
present. He was firmly resolved to remain 
in office and work for the interests of the 
country. 

‘The. deputation then paid a visit to 
Marquis Saigo, the Minister for the Navy, 
and offered similar advice. Marquis Saigo 
replied that he would consider the sug- 
gestion of rosignation and consult with the 
Premier. 

‘The reasons advanced by the deputation 
in favour of the resignation of the two 
isters are the preseut disorganisation 
of finance, the maladministration of For- 
mosa, and the general mismanagement of 
home and foreign affairs. 

It is rumoured that when Count Matsu- 
kata waited on the Emperor on. the 20th 
inst., he suggested the advisability of his 
resignation, but was so strongly dissuaded 
from it that he resolved to retain his office 
and earcy through his policy unflinchingly. 

‘The Finance Minister has issued a noti- 
fication that Government bonds bearing 
5 per cent interest have been issued to 
the amount of 10 million yen at a price 
of yen 94.70 for 100 yen face value. 

A section of shareholders in the Nippon 
Yuyen Kaisha proposes to demand an extra- 
ordinary meeting of the company, and sub- 
‘mit the following resolutions :— 

1,—That Article 43 of the Constitution 
be amended, and the funds to be retained 
‘asa depreciation reserve reduced by one 











2,—That the Government bo asked to 
grant a special subsidy for the foreign 
Services of the Company, and that i 
the petition is refused, these services shall 
be restricted. 

‘The shareholders, it is reported, have 
become alarmed at the statement that 
when the various reserves under the Com- 
pany’s Constitution are deducted, there 
‘will be no funds remaining out of which 
to pay a dividend. 

‘Phe following telegram is from the 
Nagasaki Press :-— 
: Kobe, 29th November. 
According to a cablegram received yes- 
terday by the Tea Exporting Company of 
this city from New York, Canada is re- 
ported to have decided to forbid the import 
‘of inferior kinds of tea. It is here sup- 

sed that the measures taken. by the 

nited States against tea of the’ same 
inferior kind having naturally caused the 
ster inflow of them inta Canada, the 
:Tatter” must take the'same step. In that 















case, it is feared, the tea business to Canada 
will be seriously affected. “' " ” 

‘A Resonurioy probibiting anytody from 
wearing a beard, wuless he pays over 10 yen 
as annual land tax, bas been passed by the 
Village Assembly of « certain village in 
Awa County, Chiba Ken.—Kobe Herald. 

A conresrospest sends the following 
letter tu the Seoul Independent to illustrate 
the kindheartedness of Coreans :— 

While travelling in the country I have 
been struck with the kindness and patience 
of the peuple. 

On account of the rain we did not reach 
Nolmi until after dark. As we approached 
Nolmi we were warned of bad roads. We 
soon reached them. The roads were all 
flooded over, so that we could not tell what 
was road and what was ditch. It was at 
the junction of two roads and that made 
the road and ditches more complicated. 

‘Although it was November the mapu 
waded into the water and tried to find the 
way. Every direction he went he found 
deep pee, and was about to give it uy 
when I suggested a place to the left whic! 
he had not tried. This proved successful, 
but as we soon learned, we had come out 
on the wrong road and would have to cross 
a very narrow plank bridge in order to get 
back again to the right road. 3 

T examined the bridge and found it slip- 
ping, so would not let the mapu risk it 
with the horse. We would run the risk of 
getting everything wet, and maybe lose x 
horse: So we returned again to the flooded 
road to renew our search. I saw aman 
and called him to our aid. He seemed 
glad to help is, He sat on the bank and 

firected the mapi. There was a stone 
bridge to be crossed which was all under 
water. After some searching it was found. 
The next thing was to got the horse over 
this narrow stoue bridge under water. A 
little too much on either side and we would 
go down. He struck the middle and the 
ridge was crossed. 

‘We went on into the town ouly to find 
the approaches to a big stone bridge cros- 
ting the river swept away. Ou this side 
of the river there was only one horse 
stable. We called and were admitted. 
Other travellers found themselves in the 








-| samme plight as ourselves, so the hotel. was 


full, with the exception of one very suiall 
room, perhaps five by eight feet. Ono 
end of this room was perfectly wet where 
the water had soaked through the wall. 
Tid not like that but what could Ido? 
I hinted that the next room was a pretty 
zood one. Tt was occupied by some young 
ton from Chemulpo. ‘They at once ofered 
me their room and said they would take 
the little one. How many Europeans 
would do that? I doubt if'an American 
would give up his room for the President. 

‘This is not the first time Coreans have 





given up good rooms for bad ones of their 
Own free will. ‘They have generally done 
it. 





‘The mupw waded through water and mud 
all day, travelled in the rain and hunted 
the bridge deep in the water and never lost 
his patience. 

If we take into consideration the pa- 
tience, kindness, and suffering of the Corean 
we shall be less likely to find fault with 
him. In fact we shall often be ashamed of 
our own childish impetuosity. 

Frost the London and China Express of 
the 29th of October we Iearn that Mr. 
John Hunt, of Shanghai, was married to 
|Miss E. D. Bewsher, of Kingston-on- 
‘Thames, on the 20th of October.—Baron 
de Courcel is to remain at the French 
Embassy in London.—H.3.S. Edgar is 
bringing out Rear-Admiral ©. P. Fitzgerald 
who replaces Rear-Admiral Oxley as second 
in command of the China squadron.—In 
the silver market the shortness of supply 
for immediate delivery,freferred to in the 
last issue, has continued, and there being 
jeveral pressing orders on the market, the 


Price has hardened to 274d. Forward tates 
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have improved in sympathy, but not to 
the samo extent as “‘spot” silver. Mexican 
dollars are quoted only at melting value 
under bars, there being little business in 
these coins at present.—The tea market 
inaintains a firm attitude, though prices 
now rule slightly higher than last season 
at this period. ‘The big deliveries prevent 
accumulations of stock, which so far this 
season has always been on the moderate 
side. It is aqvestion now if we shall not 
receive nearly all of the Indian yield, as 
hostilities on the North-west Indian frontier 
prevent teas being sent on. China tea 
makes no very brave show, but the general 
position is a shade better aud prices in- 
clined to tend upwards. 

Tue following notes are from the London 
and China Express of the 29th of October : 

A correspondent states that, in view of 
the general improvemeut which is being 
manifested in both the manufacturing and 
spinning branches of the Lancashire cotton 
trade, it is expected that the agitation for 
a wage reduction will be shelved for 
the present. The cotton trade is being 
extensively developed at Atherton and 
Walkden, near Wenciesies, where two 
Targe mills are being built’ by different 
firms, in which nearly 150,000 spindles are 
to be placed. These mills when opened 
will provide employment for over 400 
workpeople. 

Speaking how the: contracts for various 
supplies for the Woosung-Shanghai Rail- 
way have gone to various nationalities and 
not to British manufacturers, Professor 
Douglas, in a letter to the Times, states :— 
It will be observed that the products of 
British workshops find no place in these 
arrangements, and though the line specified 
is a short one the distribution of the work 
is probably typical of the conditions of com- 
petition lately prevailing in China. And 
this is the time, when British manufac- 
turerers are already at a divadvantage com- 
pared with their foreign rivals, that British 
workmen choose still further to handicap 
the trade by which they live and to make 
the struggle of the manufacturers to secure 
contracts abroad almost hopeless ! 

Boats with fins, or the fin motors of 
Mr, Linden of Naples, are described in 
Engineering. The inventor has imitated 
the tail-fins of dolphins, ete., for the 
purpose of automatically moving a boat 
against the waves. The boat is fitted with 
two horizontal fins placed 60 as to rest on 
the surface of the water, the one front and 
the other aft at right angles to the keel. 
Each fin consists of a steel bar from which 
flat blades thicker near the bar, project 
backwards, resembling a comb with flat 
teeth. The waves bend the steel blades, 
which reacting, press the water backwards, 
and therefore the boat forward against the 
motion of the waves, If both the fins are 
reversed, 40 us to point forward, the boat 
moves backward ; if one is reversed so that 
they point towards another, the boat remains 
stationary. The fins can easily be taken 
out and fixed in position ‘again, and an 
ordinary rudder may be used for crossing 
the waves at an angle. ‘The boat may also 
be steered by placing the fins obliquely. 
A boat 14 fect in length requires a total 
active fin surface of 10 square fect. 

The Shell Transport and Trading Com- 
pany (Limited) has been registered with a 
capital of £1,800,000 in £100 shares. 
The object is'to acquire, as a going con- 
cern, all or any part of the business carried 
on by M. Samuel and S. Samuel, of 31, 
Houndsditch, under the style or firm of 
M. Samuel and Co., and, in particular, 
such part thereof as relates to mineral oil 
or the transport thereof, with all or any 
part of the assets and liabilities thereof ; to 
carry on the business of producing, refin- 
ing, storage, transport, supply,and distribu- 
tion «f petroleum and petroleum products 
in all its branches; to erect and maintain 
refineries, laboratories, dwelling-houses for 





workmen, ete; and, further, to acquire any | Ca 


mines, mining, water, and other Fights, 
nts, leases, claims, concessions, options of 
Leaweny metalliferous land, ete.; and for 
other purposes, such as to construct and 
maintain cables and telegraphic, tele- 
phonic, or other means of communication, 
submarine or otherwise, between any 
places whatsoever ; to acquire and turn to 
account patents, Beat rights, etc. The 
signatories are :—M Samuel, 31, Hounds- 
ditch, E.C.; S. Samuel, 31, Houndsditch, 
E.C.; J, Arnhold, 5, Exst-India Avenue, 
E.C.; J. Stevenson, 123, Bishopszate 
Street, Within, E.C.;R. Jardine, 7, Exst 
India-avenue, E.C.;' J. Henderson, 34, 
Leadenhall Street, E.C. 
7, East India-avenue, 
takes one share. The directors—of whom 
there shall be not less than three nor 
more than twenty—are H. jami 
A. V. D. Best, J. N. Graham, 
ove subscribers. The qualifica- 
3,000, and the remuneration shall 
be as the company may decide. 

The s.s. Tainan, built by Messrs. 
Joseph L. Thompson'and Sons (Limited), 
of Sunderland, to the order, of the Osaka 
Shosen Kabushiki Kaisha for their For- 
mosa trade has had her official trial trip. 
‘The ship was run north on the Hartley 
measured mile course, and afterwards on 
the long run from Tynemouth Lighthouse 
to Hartlepool, the result of the trial being 
that the vessel attained a speed of over 162 
knots. The vessel has been built on the 
spar deck rules to Lloyd’s- highest class 
under their special survey, and hus a poop, 
long bridge, and top.gallant forecastle, 
The principal dimensions of the vessel 
are :—Length, 330 ft.; breadth, extreme, 
43 ft.; depth moulded, 28 ft. 3 
dead weight capacity is about 3,300 
on about 23 ft. draught with Lloy 
mer freeboard, and the tonnages are 
3,192; net, 1,540. The vessel is 
divided with water-tight bulk-heads, and 
is built on the cellular double-bottom prin- 
ciple, arranged for water ballast, which is 
also fitted in the fore and aft peak tank 
A long bridge fore and «ft is fitted for the 
accommodation of passengers. ‘There is in 
this space room for twenty-eight first-class 
passengers, the cabins having two berths in 
each, and for forty second-class passengers; 
the second-class saloon is fitted at the after 
end of the bridge. The first-class saloon, 
nce hall, social hall, and principal 
ry is fitted in a large house on top of 
the bridge ; on top of this is fitted another 
house with accommodation for the captain 
and the chart-room, and over the of 
this house is fitted the flying bridge. e 
first-class smoke-room is fitted on top of 
the bridge at the after end. The engines 
and boilers have been constructed by 
Messrs. John Dickinson and Sons(Limited), 
of Sunderland, the cylinders being 28} 
474in. and 79in. in diameter By 
stroke, supplied with steam by four oxtra 
large boilers, built to stand 1801b. pres- 
sure. 

‘Turner is now on tho high seas, says an 
Indian contemporary, somewhere between 
Mauritius and Colombo, a nine-ton yacht 
called the Spray, commanded by a Captain 
Slocum, who has for a large bet undertaken 
to navigate her round the world. It is 

haps unnecessary to state that Captain 

locum is of American nationality. me 
idea of the uncertainty of this venturesome 
skipper's movements may be gained when 
We state that the voyage of the Spray from 
New York to Capetown occupied twro years 
and three days ! 

Ta Paris Soleil, in writing on the British 
position in Egypt, mentions that English 
newspapers were calling on their Goveru- 
ment to continue the advance in the 
Soudan, and says 

They allege that, on arriving at Khar- 
toum, the Anglo-Ezyptian troops, if their 
advance be delayed, may find the city oc- 
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capied by the French expedition. under 
pt. which, starting from 








tho West coast of Africa, and passing 
through our possessions on the Congo, 
they suppose to have reached the head 
waters of the Nile from the rear flank. 
We wish to Heaven such a thing wore 

ible ; but, alas! it is but an extravagant 


invention. How can it be admitted that 
s0 weak an expedition xs that of Captain 
Marchand could: account for the well- 


trained warriors of the Khalifa! It is a 
Dlessing that the Upper Nile and the 
region of the great Inkes should be re- 
leased from thetyranny of Mahdism and 
the savage rule of the slave traders ; but 
it is very sad to think. that it is the 
English who have assumed this civilisin, 
work, and will reap all the moral an 
matetial advantages accruing from it, 
Everything seemed to point out Franco 
as the agent of this humane.and civilising 
undertaking. 

A conremporary tells us that the 
memoirs of Rubinstein, just issued in 
Russia and Germany, contain the following 
remarks :—“Tam a Christian in the eyo 
of the Jews, a Jew in the eyes of Chris- 
tins; Russians regard me as a German, 
the Germans says that I am a Russian, 
Those who believe in classic music claim 
that I compose music for the future; the 
Wagnerites call me x renegade. Conse- 
quently T am neither flesh nor fowl—a 
nondescript individual.” .. “An artist 
giving a concert should not demand an 
entrance fee, but should ask the public to 

xy, just before leaving, as much as thoy 
fite. “From the sum taken. he would te 
le to judge what the public think of 
him, and we would have less concerts, 
anyhow.” 

Tue New York Herald of Sunday, tho 
Blst of October, was a surprisingly liberal 
issue, consisting as it did of 68 pages, with 
1 coloured supplement, for five gold cents ! 
Of course a considerable proportion is oc- 
cupied with advertisemonts—modern ad- 
vertisers ate the real subsidisers of the 
Preas and render possible such voluminous 
issues—but nevertheless there is an extra- 
ordinary wealth of interesting reading, and 
somé really artistic photographie reproduc- 
tion, showing a striving after the attain- 
ment of the ideal of the magazine. 

‘Tae N. ¥. Nation of the 28th of Octobio 


says — 
President McKinley may thank his stars 
that England rejected his free-silver pro- 
posals. “If they had been accepted and 
Tyported to Congress, we should have seen 
a financial panic worse than that of 1893, 
and should have been face to face with an ” 
unparalleled political —betrayal—nothing 
less than that of the chief of the party 
opposed to free silver at 16 to 1 doing his 
best to force free silver upon us ub 154 to 
1. The very proposals which Senator Wol- 
cott made in the name of the Governnient 
of the United States constitute a political 
scaudal, When he told Lord Salisbury, as 
he did according to the official account of 
the conference, that “the American envoys 














“had accepted the ratio of 154 to 1,” did he 


speak with President McKinley's authority? 
‘fhe did not, there should be an instant dis- 
claimer from Washington. If he did, we 
hope to hear no more of the opposition of 
the Administration to “ Bryanism.” Mr. 
McKinley has out-Bryan’d Bryan.” More- 
over, there was not a word in Senator 
Wolcott's Proposals looking to the mainten- 
ance of the gold standard ; not a word about 
keeping silver up toa parity with gold ; all, 
was in the interest of free coinage of silver, 
pure and simple, and the gold standard 

sht go hang. If Congress does not in- 
quire into this scandal and demand the 
full correspondence and the text of Senator 
Wolcott's instructions, it will be recreant 
to its duty. Meanwhile, the firmness of 
the Indian Government, and the vigorous 
protests of English bankers and merchants, 
have saved not only England from the folly” 
of her rulers, but the United States as well 
from the folly of their Government. 
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Miscellaneous Articles. 








THE BLIND LEADERS OF THE 
BLIND. 


“Yt Dee. 
A very valued correspondent who is 
one of the few foreigners who kuow 
something of the men who surround the 
young Emperor aud to whom H.M. 
Kuang Hii (as we call him) is now no 
doubt turning vainly for advice, has 
sent us some notes on the personnel of 
the Cabinet at Peking, the Ministry of 
War, and the @sungli Yamén. “he 
‘abinet, or Grand Council, consists of 
five members, Prince Kung, Prince Li, 
Weng Tung-ho, Kang Yi, and Chien 
Ying-pu. Of these I Hein, Prince Kung, 
is the one best known by uame to 
foreigners generally, Ho is the sixth 
an surviving gon of the Emperor 
‘Tao Kuang, and uncle of the late 
and present !inperors. His health 
is very indifferent, and there aro 
often very stormy scenes between the 
Empress-Dowager and himself, Ho has 
less than no beart for reform in Peking, 
as his family was set aside when the 
throne became vacant by the death of 
H. M. Tung Chi without issue, his 
services to China in 1860 were forgot- 
ten, he was sent into retirement by the 
anti-foreign party after directing Chiua’s 
foreign affairs for over twenty years, 
and: was only recalled when the Em- 
ress-Dowager saw that the ship of 
Beate was on the rocks, He is believed 
to be ‘a thorouglily. well-intentioned 
man, but he is old, in very bad health, 
and disgusted with the treatmont he 
has received. 

Shih 'o, Prince Li, is a uonentity, 
Ho is President of the Imperiat Clan 
Court, and Chancellor of the Board of 
Astronomy. He has no knowledge 
whatever of foreign affairs, nor does he 
keep “any wlviser who knows them, 
He" keeps aluof from foreigners at 
Peking, and is quite incapable of 
giving advice of nny value to his Im 
perial master, 

Weng ‘lung-ho, the Emperor's pri- 
vate tntor, and among other things 
President of the Board of Re: 
long been regarded as an 
anti-foreigner, but since the humiliation 
of China at the hands of Japan he has 
taken earnestly and conscientiously to 
the study of foreign affairs, thonzh nn- 
fortunately he can only pursue that 
study in his leisure time, if the 
with which he is londed leave him 
leisure. When Prince Kung is 
to come to the Cabinet or the Fu 
Office, Weng Tang-ho has’ to act for 
him, as the Emperor has wore con 
















| 





Kang Yi-is-a Manchu who began 
official life as Taotai at Swatow some 
eighteen years ago, aud has subse- 
Eel held office in Kiaugsi, Chihli, 

‘aunan, Shi Kiangsu, and Kuang- 
tung. About the time of the outbreak 
of war with Japan he presented a large 
quantity of arms and ammunition to the 
Peking Field Force and gave a large 
sum of money to the Emperor to be 
used in the prosecution of the war. 
Ho was accordingly given high office at 
Peking. His appreciation of modern im- 
provements may be judged by the fact 
that he ordered the soldiers to practise 
their drill with bows and arrows in- 
stead of fire arms, and he commanded 
that those who did use foreign guns 
should have bullets made of clay in- 
stead of wasting money on lead. Even 
now that he sees that modern inven- 
tions cannot be dispensed with, he can- 
not realise that they can only be 
profitably introduced by men who 
kuow how to handle them. He 
is very jealous of his Chinese col- 
Teague Weng ‘ung-ho, and others 
who have the ear of the Emperor, and 
thinks that the crude ideas which he 
excogitates from his inner consciousness 
are more valuable than the accamulated 
studies of many uations and many ages. 

Chien Ying-pu is a native of Che- 
Kiang, and, like his Kiangsn colleague 
Weng, has never held office out of 
Peking. He is now President of the 
Board of Works. He has had no ex- 
perience whatever of foreign affairs, but 
he is very free from preju 
foreigners. 

The Ministry of War or Chun Wu 
Chu, is understood to consist, since the 
death of Li Hung-tsno, of four members, 
Prince Kung who is President, Prince 
Ching Vice-President, Wang Tung-ho, 
and Jung Lu. ‘I'wo of these, Prince 
Kung and Wéng, have already been 
noticed. 


























ng, Prince Ching, was originally 
a Beilek, or Prince of the 3rd order, 
and was raised to the 2nd order in 1893. 
He has held many offices in Peking ; 
but has never been out of the capital, 
except, perhaps, to the Eho Park. He 
has bean President of, aud constantly 
connected with the Tsangli Yaméo, and 
is believed to be a fair-minded man, 
but necessarily of very narrow views. 
Jung La is a Mancha, who has spent 
most of his life in military offices at 
the capital, but was at one time 'Vartar 
General at Hsianfu, Shensi. He be- 
ea favourite with the Emperor 
1 after the Franco-Chinese war, and 
is regarded as one of the most intel- 
ligent of the Manchus at the capital. 
According to Chinese report, he is one 








fidence in him that in auyone else. j-of the most insistent in calling upon 
He is believed to be a man of the} the Emperor to show a bold front to 
best: intentions, bat he has never been | foreign aggression and throw himself 





in office out of Peking, and it 
is impossible for even the best-me 
man to act satisfactorily as the chief 
adviser of the Head of a great Empire, 
if ho has uever bee able to acquire a 
kuowledge for the world, which it takes 
other statesmen a lifetime to master. 








upon the patriotism of the people, etc. 


ing | He does not realise, apparently, that, 


as we remarked on Saturday, patriotism 
cannot flourish uuder the present sys- 
tem of government. 

Finally, the Emperor has the ‘Tsuug- 
li Yaméo, or Office of Foreign Affairs, 





to turn to for advice. Among its mem- 
bers are Princes Kung and Ching, Jung 
Lu, Kang Yi, and Weng Tang-ho, to 
whom we have already referred, and 
Li Hung-chang, who is too well known 
to need farther comment now, though 
we may remind our readers that 
Valentine Chirol described him, in the 
best appreciation of the clay-Bismarck 
of China ever made, as “ gifted with no 
meau intelligence and with a double 
dose of Chinese cunning, . . . too much 
ofa sceptic to allow prejudices or prin- 
ciples of any kind to stand in his way.” 
‘Phen. there is Ching Hsin, a Manchu, 
who bas spent all his official life in 
Peking, whose pride and stiffness aro 
almost equal to Prince Kung’s, who 
knows nothing of foreign affairs but 
what he has learnt in the 'Tsungli 
Yamén, and like his Prince is not will- 
ing to own that foreigners kuow auy- 
thing that he does not know much 
better. Farther, there are two Can- 
tonese, Hsii Ying-kuei, who served 
twenty years ago as Literary Chaucellor 
in Kansu, but who has ever since re- 
mained in office in Peking, and Liao 
Shao-héng, elder brother of the present 
Governor of Chékiang, who was once 
in office. in Honan fifteen years ago, 
but has ever since been in Poking. 
Thera is one more Manchu in the 
Yamés, Chung Li, who was Hoppo at 
Canton in 1870, and has since been 
almost continuously employed at Peking 
and Jeho, and must be an old man, 
for ho is said to be a contemporary of 
Prince Kung. 

‘Iwo other Chinese members remain 
to be noticed, Chang Yin-huan and 
Wu Ting-fén, The former has some 
knowledge of foreign affairs, having 
gone abroad twelve years ago as Miui- 
ster to the United States, Spain, and 
Peru, and this year as special am- 
bassador to the Queen’s Jubilee. His 
comparatively low rank disables him 
from having much influence with the 
Emperor; and he has no policy of his 
own that he would have the presump- 
tion to ‘advocate. His knowledge of 
foreign affairs is of the thiunest kind, 
and he accordingly is in practice no- 
thing better than a weathercock. It 
may be mentioned, to show the calibre 
of his mind, that when he returned 
from Vancouver the other day in the 
Empress of Japan, Marquis Ito, the 
Japanese Envoy to the Jubilee, being 
also on board, his chief preoccupation 
was that the Empress should fly his 
flag at the fore when going into Yoko- 
lama, an attention to which he had no 
possible right, 

Last comes Wu Ting-fén, an Anhui 
man vf the younger generation, who is 
supposed to have been put into the 
Yamén as a nominee of Prince Kang, 
that he might represent the Prince’s 
views and report to his patron. He 
belongs to the Reform party in Peking, 
and has with him all the new Hanlins 
and literati of Young China. It was 
hoped by them that he would be able 
to influence for good his fellow-pro- 
vineial Li Hung-chang, but Li proved 
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a broken reed. Despaiting of his coun- 
try as long as its destinies are directed 
by ‘the old fossils iv the capital, Wa 
‘obtained two ‘months’ leave of absence 
last September to repair his ancestral 
tombe, sud it is supposed that he in- 
tends to retire altogether. 

‘Thése, then, are the men on whom 
the young Emperor has to rely for 
advice as to the government of ‘this 
vast Ewpire, and the five members of 
the Cabinet first mentioned help their 
Sovereign to make up his mind in re- 
gard to the suggestions of the others. 
If they all go wrong, the Empress- 
Dowager comes out and boxes their 
ears all round, until they all kneel 
before her with their foreheads on the 
ground, in geuuine awe, to receive her 
gracious commands. 

‘Truly, blind leaders of the blind. 











‘THREE EMPERORS. 
Sth Dec. 

‘Vuzre is a prevalent impression that 
this is emphatically an age of ‘he Peo- 
ple. What republicans term “ the King 
business” had-a serions set-back forty- 
nisie years ago, aud has been growing 
more and more difficult ever since. 

Yet despite the undoubted spread of 
“the Democratic Iden” ‘we ure forced to 
admit that there las never been a time 
since the Renaissance when personal 
government was a more important 
factor thon it is to-day. It is true 
that a personality cannot wow be so 
all-pervasive as in the Middle Ages, 


when there were but few e-e+t Powers,’ 


and those few were out of sympathy 
with, and in a large degree out of reach 
of each other, yet personality is still 
prime factor of government. Not to 
speak of our British Queen, who 
occupies a position not ouly unique 
among the monarchs of the time, but 
unigne among monarchs of any time, 
is it uot true that a very large portion 
of the globe is ruled by single personali- 
ties who are very slightly influenced by 
the spread of those same democratic 
notions which “Able Evlitors” often 
assuine to be omnipotent ? 


‘Yo begin with there ix the German | 


Emperor. He is a mast curions pheno- 
menon. Heis an evolution, hut apparently 
as little in harmony with the ideas of the 
closing days of the Nineteenth Century 
as any individual in Europe. Does this 
young man really think that it is 
given to him to turu back the shadow on 
the dial-plate of human history? To 
all appearance he does, but if the 
lessous of that same human history 
texch anything whatever that mortals 
can coinprehend, they teach that he 
is egregiously mistaken. But his 
error certainly carries with it the seeds 
of a bitter “harvest for millions of 
people itr the foremost ranks of 
civilisation. 

Then there is another young man 
in St. Petersburg. Like the last, 
he ‘has enjoyed the vadvantage of 
& most complete education, and of 





1 





traval over a large part of the earth’s j th 
[tlie 


surface. What a heritage is his! How 
one would like to know what he him- 
self “really thinks about it! . Few mon- 
archs in history seem to have had :such 
an opportunity as he. -Few have ever 
had so vast dominions over which to 
bear rule. None have ever come to a 
throne at:a-more propitious time for the 
introduction ‘of fruitful reforms. The 
highest hopes have been based upon his 
most casual words, the most extrava- 
gant expectations founded upon his 
lightest acts, Now we hear that reforms 
have actually been set on foot which will 
revolutionise some of the worst condi- 
tions of-his mighty empire, and then we 
are told that all this which seems so 
bright is but bottled moonshine, and 
that the Empire is in reality dominated 
by a vast and coherent network of 
ecclesinsticism in the presence of which 
all reforms are hopeless and impossible. 
What a theme for a poet is the opening 
career of the present Russian Czar! 
‘Phere isa third yonng man in Peking, 
who has sume influence on the welfare 
of a considerable proportion of the 
haman race. He issn Manchu, and we 
know much less abont him than of 
either of his contemporaries, But we 
kuow all too well that he has enjoyed 
none of their advantages of education or 
of travel. He is not indeed wholly inac- 
cessible to the Zeit-geist, but the inter- 
views have been ‘and not very 
fruitful. He has heard of railways, but 
he is compelled to put up with the toy 
imitations which alone it would be in 
good form for him to patronise. He 
lis heard of steamboats, too, but the 
representations with which he is obliged 
to be conterit are even more nnsatis- 
factory in this case than in that, He 
lias heard of foreign countries also, but 
probably his wildest ambition has never 
extended to a desire to visit any one of 
them. He has heard, also, of the other 
two young men whom we have just 
mentioned, aid he would like to imitate 
them. But alas! there are many 
obstacles—all quite insurmountable, 
One of them is an old lady. She is 
not very old, either, and judged by 
some Occidental standards she is not 
altogether lady-like upon all occasions, 
But she is a serious fact, aud she illus- 
trates the proposition that women—like 
facts—are stubborn things! When he 
has impinged too violently upon this 
obstruction,and recognises the trath that 
although an “absolute despot” in name, 
he is limited by a woman as well as by 
quite a number of men, His Majesty 
is in the habit of exhibiting his dis- 
satisfaction with the Universe by smashi- 
ing the bric-a-brac of the palaces in a 
way which certainly suggests that “one 
Natnre makes the whole 
‘True, he has studied the 
Great Learning and is theoretically 
aware that one must rule-his own spirit 



































| before he cau govern all under Heaven, 


but if the inconsistency ever suggests 
itself to him, he:probably gets over 
it as other Manchus and Chinése have. 
ever done, by remarking: “ ‘The Book is 








Book; while [ am 1.” 
fiiture’of these “three ~we:positive- 
ly decline to ‘predict, except to venture 
the remark tliat it will be full of sur- 
prises. 











GERMANY AND CHINA. 
9th Dec. 

‘To secure the evacuation of Kiavchou 
Bay, Chiua has agreed to Germany's 
deuiftids as far as regards (1) the 
indemnity for the ‘two German mis- 
sionaries ‘who were killed; (2) ‘the 
erection of a memorial church at the 
scene of the ‘murder ; (8) the payment 
of the expenses inourred by Germany in 
the ocenpation of Kianchon ; (4) the 
permanent dismissal from the public 
service of Li- Ping-héng, retiring 
Governor of Shantung, and lately ap- 
pointed Viceroy of Szechuan:; (5) the 
severest punishment of those who mur- 
dered the priests and of the local anthu- 
rities where the crime was committed. 
As regards the special privileges to be 
granted to Germany with reference to 
coal mines and railways in Shantang, 
the precedent is to be followed that is set 
in the fifth article of the supplementary 
convention ‘between France and ‘China, 
signed by M. Gérard at Peking.on the 
20th of June, 1895, by which it was 
provided that when China undertook: 
the exploitation of mines in Yunnan, 
Knangsi, and Kuangtung, she might 
apply to France for skilled assistance. 

'Phis solution of the difficulty is a 
happy one for China, and will remove the 
doubts of those who had made up their 
minds that the murder of the twoGeriuan 
missionaries was a pretext for the seizure 
of Kiaachon Bay, not a reason. “In-think- 
ing this they were evidently doing an 
injustice to Germany ; but the punish- 
meut followed so quickly on the crime, 
not even leaving time to see whether 
the Chinese Government would them- 
selves punish the criminals .and give 
what other reparation was demand- 
ed, that it conld not but seem to 
the ordinary man-that the punishment 
was decided on even before the crime 
occurred, It must not be overlooked 
that explanations of the descent on 
Kiaochon Bay, which without explana- 
tions international law must characte- 
rise as an act of piracy, have been 
made at home and reported to us by 
Reuter. A telegram of the 2ud instant 
from London gave us theexplauation that 
“forces had been landed at Kiaochou 
to obtain reparation and to prevent the 
repetition of similar lamentable occur- 
rences.” We could not pay much atten- 
tion to this, because it requires so 
much explanation itself; it is nousnal 
to seize a material guarantee before 
negotiations for ‘reparation have been 
opened with the offending party, aud 
uuless there is good reason to fear that 
these negotiations will -be otherwise 
fruitless. It may be said that Germany 
knows ‘by experience that negotiations 
with Peking are generally -fraitless, but: 
at-any ‘rate international :law-and cus- 
tom demand that they should be under- 
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taken. before force is resorted to. The 
treaty between Germany and “China 
made at “‘ientsin in 1861 is still: in 
force, and its thirty-sixth article says : 
“The Chinese authorities shall always 
accord the most complete protection to 
the persons and property of German 
subjects, and particularly when” they 
may: be subjected to any insult or 
violence. In every case of burning, 
pillage, or destruction, the local au- 
thorities shall send i all haste an 
armed force to disperse the rioters, to 
arrest the guilty and deliver them to 
the fall ‘rigour of the law”... etc. 
Now, there is no snggestion that 
HE. Li Ping-héng, the Governor of 
Shantung, neglected his duty-when news 
of the murder of the missionaries reached 
him. Onur correspondent at Chinanfu, a 
perfectly independent witness, wrote us 
on the 18th ultimo, before any news of 
the descent on ‘Kixochon had reached 
that city: “As soon ds the Governor 
received word of the occurrence he 
dispatched the Provincial Judge to 
Yenchoufu to manage the affair, with 
orders, according to one of the telegraph 
clerks who wrote me about the matter, 
to ‘kill the murderers freely.’” ‘There 
was no patené reason then for this 
hurried seizure of a material guarantee. 
But we-have since had another explana- 
tion in @ telegram -dated London, the 
7th instant, in which the German 
Foreign Minister is reported to have 
said that the reason for the descent on 
Kiaochon-was to be found in Germany's 
“constant grievances against China, 
with which country, nevertheless, Ger- 
muny desired to preserve friendship, 
but Germany cannot allow China to 
think she can treat Germans differently 
from-other Enropeaus.”. “‘This'is a very 
remarkable: statement, because it seems 
to-most of us that China has been for 
some years, and sometimes to her 
cost, remarkably amiable to Ger- 
many and Germans, and the cynic 
might say that in murdering two Ger- 
maii-missionaries the Chinese mob were 
‘clently proving that they did not want 
to treat-Germans differently from other 
‘Baropeans. 

‘There’were some who saw the hand 
of-Russia in this seizure of Kiaochou 
Bay, as they see it everywhere in Fur 
Eastern politics, But there is good 
reason to believe that the intended 
coup was as great a surprise to Russia 
as to any other Power, and that when 
announcing it at St.Petersburg, Ger- 
many made skilful. use of Russia’s offi- 
cial denialsof the existence of the Cassini 


Convention. It will probably be found. 


that Russia and England have both 
used their goou offices to persuade China 
to give in to Germany’s demands, and to 
perstiade Germany to reduce these de- 
maids to the maximum that China 
could concede. China will now,.if. any 
one will lend’ her the money -after this 
exposure of her weakness, fortify Kiao- 
chow Bay as -snon ns she has carried 
-out this agreement with Germany and 
,got'the’Bay ‘into: ber own hands, and ‘it 
will again be at the sérvice of Russia 














whenever she wants it, She will respect 
Germany more than ever for having 
shown such -frmness and such promp- 
titude; and a salutary warning will 
have been given to the provincial 
officials. Germany -has given our Go- 
vernment a lesson too; if we had 
been as firm in demanding repara- 
tion for the Kuchéug Massacre, it would 
have been better for Chiva as well as 
for us. ‘I'he ouly fear is that the Chi- 
nese Government may represent to the 
people that the German seizure of Kiao- 
chou was only a raid and that the 
raiders were bought off by au indem- 
‘nity ; but the German Minister will no 
doubt see to this, ‘There are some 
reasons for regretting that the Germans 
should promise to give up Kiaochon 
Bay at all ; but on the other band, it is 
decidedly onr interest, as we have said 
before, that the partition of China 
should be postponed:as long as possible ; 
bat not that we shonld sit complacently 
by and allow partition to be replaced 
by absorption by Russia. 


THE COREAN REPOSITORY 
FOR NOVEMBER. 
10th Dec. 

‘tne November issue of this always 
readable magazine opens with au essay 
by Bishop Hendrix, reprinted from the 
Review of Missions, on “ Russia in the 
Far East.” It is a very temperate 
paper, aud the fact that it is from an 
American pen gives it au impartiality 
that increases its value. ‘I'he bishop's 
view is that England and Russia are 
“the chief and virtually the only com- 
petitors for supremacy in Eastern Asia. 
‘Phis should perhaps have been “ Wes- 
tern competitors,” for the competition 
of Japan, now as well as in the fature, 
should not be entirely ignored. ‘The 
bishop begins by reciting briefly the 
great advantages secured to Russia by 
the Cassini Convention, and shows how 
‘Russia’s design is to control the north 
and east of Asia “from the Caspian to 
the Gulf of Pechili, and as much more 
as the already widely extended wings 
of England cannot cover. ‘I'his at least 
seems a possible result owing to the 
lack of a strong central government in 
the Chinese Empire. Neither nation 
is prepared at present to claim all that 
she- regards as her manifest- destiny, 
but each desires to ‘stake her claims,’ 
and to insist on her landmarks being 
respected by the other.” 

Justice is done to the colonising as 
well as conquering work that Russia 
has done in Asia, and the readiness 
with which she absorbs the peoples 
whom she annexes. “he mixed peo- 
ples . . are readily absorbed, as 
they find in the Russian a commou 
language, the very name Slav meaning 
the ‘intelligibly speaking man.” There 
is ‘a slight: historical sketch of the 
Europeanisation of Russia itself by 
Peter the Great, and it is stated— 
though this is hardly accurate—that 
only once since the Crimean wat has 
‘Rassia tried to enlarge her dominion 











by the sword. It is-by her diplomacy 
and. the use of French money that she 
has made her coutinual advance :— 

“The contest between Russia and 
England for Asiatic territory is likely 
to be one of wits rather than of swords, 
England has a larger navy thian Russia. 
and France together and will continue 
to multiply her warships to guard her 
immense merchant marine. So long as 
war can be avoided it is to the interest 
of both countries to keep the peace. 
England has 50,000,000 Mahomedan 
subjects in India, more than are in all 
the ‘Turkish Empire, while Russia has 
her numberless uihilists whom she does 
not care to give the coveted oppor- 
tunities which war affords. It may be 
an armed peace, but it seems that no 
war is likely between these great 
Powers, and neither has much to fear 
from any other Power. Friendship be- 
tween Russia and England is vital to the 
integrity of both empires. l’ersia may 
possibly be absorbed next by Russia, 
but England will follow with some 
equally important acquisition of Asiatic 
territory. é 

Whe bishop concludes by pointing 
out that Russia: is only intolerant to 
Jews, while the Greek Church, » re- 
formation of which is not improbable, 
is very friendly with the Church of 
England, 

Tn the next article the Rev. Homer 
B, Hulbert gives a very interesting ac- 
count, with specimens of the informa- 
tion it supplies, of a standard Gazetteer 
of Corea, called Yo-ji Song-nam, which 
contains a minute description of each 
of the 369 prefectures of Coren, 
seriatim, with a map of each pro- 
vii “Te was begun by one No 
Sa-sin, better known by his pseudonym 
No So-ja, in the days of Mun-joug 'Ta- 
wang, the fifth King of the present 
dynnsty, who reigned 1451-1453, A.D, 
It was completed about fifty years later 
by So Ko-jung whose psendonym was 
So Sa-ga.” ‘Things change so slowly 
in the Far East that « Gazetteer four 
lindred years old is still very useful 
as a guide-book, as well as a treasury 
of history, tegend, and folk-lore in 
general. ‘Those who most, affect to 
doubt the value of missionary work in 
the Far Esst, must still bear tributs 
to the value of the labour that 
missionaries have expended in uvearth- 
ing and translating books of this kind 
that would otherwise have long remain- 
ed unknown. From the extracts given 
by Mr. Hulbert it appears that this 
is really au exhaustive book ; everything 
that the traveller or the ;resident could 
want to know abont the country seems 
to be contained in it, and it must be 
indeed a monumental work if every 
prefecture is treated with equal fullness. 

‘After this we have a very readable 
account by Dr. C. F. Reid, formerly 
of Shanghai, of “A Week in the 
Country between Seoul and Songdo,” 

















What a pleasant country - Corea, 
with all its enforced poverty—poverty 
which is entirely due to its atrocious 
misgoverument—seems to be, aud what 
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a promising fiéld it offers for the 
introduction of Western civilisation, is 
well shown in this account. The more 
one reads of the character of the non- 
official Coreans, the more one likes and 
pities them; aud we note that Dr. 
Reid concludes by saying: “I have 
rarely passed a week more pleasantly. 
“The contrast between these beautiful 
hills and valleys and the flat, nnin- 
teresting country around Shanghai and 
Soochow was constantly forcing itself 
on wy mind, and I reached home al- 
most reconciled to the change which 
had involved the giving-up of so much 
and the acquiring of a new language, 

‘Pheu cones what many people, es- 
pecially those who are fond of folk-lore, 
will regard as the gem of the namber, 
the story of “ Pak—the Spoon Maker,” 
told in English by “KX.” It is one of 
those delightful fairy-tales which, while 
thoroughly interesting to children of all 
kinds, has touches of irony in it that 
make it welcome to the most highly 
educated as well. We have not room 
to give the story ; but all who enjoy a 
really good fairy-story, and one that is 
quite new to western minds, should 
get a copy of this issue, We must 
ke one short extract. ie hero, 
Vuk, has been haled before the jndge 
and ordered to explain how he had 
rannaged to draw a constant siream of 
eash from the royal treasury, Pak 
promised to do so, if he might first 
draw a life-sized picture of a donkey. 
He worked at it for several days :— 

“But perfect as was the picture there 
was one ‘noticenble omission — the 
donkey had but one ear. All the 
Coreans who have told me this story 
agree that this useful, perhaps orna- 
mental and certainly conspicuous. part 
of a donkey's’ anatomy ‘as missing 
but assign different reasons for the 
curious fact. 

“One of them explained that Pak 
was a humorist and was caricaturing 
the judge. ‘For, said the Corean, 
“what picture of a judge could be more 
lifelike, than that of a donkey with but 
one ear—so he could hear evidence 
only on one side 2?” 

The Editorial Department, deals with 
the funeral of the late Queen, the 
trouble in the Finance Departwent, 
and the Independence Club ; and 
account of the annnal meeting of the 
Southern Presbyterian Mission in Corea, 
held at Kunsan in the last week of 
October, concludes an excellent number. 
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Review. 
THE ENGLISH MAIL PAPERS. 


(ron THE WEEK ENDING THE 247H OF oct.) 
se 

‘There is so much in the papers of denial 
that Lord Salisbury has any intention of 
resigning, with suggestion that it would not 
be an irretrievable loss if he were to resign 
the p-rtfolio of Foreign Affairs, that the 
following summary from the Nation of the 
condition in which the Cretan question is 
left by the Concert of Europe is worth 
extracting :— 

‘The impudenco of the Sultan in his letter 
to the Powers, urging them to hurry up and 
accept his plans for the government of Crete, 
fully appears only when we remember what be 
plan was whieb the Powers had announcod as 
their own. This was explained by Mr. 
Curzon in the House of Commons on the 19th 
of July last. First, the Powers had agreed to 
“the appointment of a European Governor” 
for Crete. The Sultan now notifies them 
that he fa going to appoint a Turkish Gover. 
nor. Next, said Mr. Curzon, there was to be 
a local gendarmerie, and the Turkish troo} 
were to be withdrawn. Not at all, says the 
Sultan, the troops are to stay to keep order. 
‘Tne next of the “principles,” which. accord- 
ing to Lord Salisbnry’s mouthpiece, had been 
“aequiesced in without exception by all the 
Powers,” was the issue of a loan to meet 
the expenses of the new régime and the con- 
vocation of a Cretan General-Assembly. Tho 
Porte agrees to the.loan—the Powers may 
loan it as much money as they please ; but 
the rest of their “principles” are treated 
with contempt. The Sultan evidently means 
to rule Crete according to his own fancy, 
and to pay no attention at all, unless forced 
to, to the solemn “bases” of the Powers. 
Residents in the island, as well as the foreign 
forces there, have no illusions on this point. 
M. Gustave Larroumet, writing to the Figaro 
from Canea, reports the universal opinion of 
Europeans—sailors, soldiers, and diplomats— 
to be that “the Turks do not mean to leave.” 

The trouble is that it is not believed that 
Lord Rosebery is any stronger than Lord 
Salisbury, but at Teast the former has 
shown that he realises that the coming 
struggle is to be in the Far East and not in 
Europe. What is to be feared by us is 
that before Lord Salisbury realises this, or 
is replaced by a statesman more awake to 
the actual situation, Russia will have so 
consolidated herself that it will be too late 
for us to do anything more than give a 
grudging assent to her scheme 

Meanwhile, it would he unfair to say that 
the Concert has done nothing, for as we 
learn from the Times of the 25th of Octo, 
her, it has at list nominated a Governor! 
General for Crete. But it is a very miser- 
able island now that he has to govern, for 
according to the Times, its wealth is 
dissipated and its inhabitants, Christians 
and Mahommedans alike, are practically 
ruined.’ In the country the Christians 
pillage the houses of the Mahomeduns and 

jestroy their crops; in the towns the 
Mahommedans pillage the houses of the 
Christians who for their part have sought 
safety in fight; and-the Turkish troops 
aggravate the disorder. ‘The Times say: 

A step of some importance has at length 
been taken in the direction of settliog the 
affairs of Crete. Colonel Schaeffer, a native 
of the Grand Duchy of Luxembarg has been 
jenanimously chosen by the Powers for the 
post of Governor-General. That choice has 
doubtless been facilitated by the fact that 
Colonel Schaeffer comes from a small and 
neutral State, which cannot arouse jealousy 
in any quarter. He appears to have many 
qualifications for the difficult task which he 
3s ready to undertake. Military taaiaing 
and experience are indispensable, for 
these he is not wholly dependent upon his 
Position in the army of his native country, 
since he has served in Turkey and in Egypt 
under Baker I'.sha and Lord Wolseley. Tn 



































addition to military e: ce he has thus 
acquired a knowledge of British methods of 
administration, without having identified 








himself with British interests in such a way 
as to arouse: the susceptibilities of other 
countries. As he will probably have in his 
new post to transact much business with the 
British Admiral it is  grest advantage that 
hhe has a complete command of the English 
language, To this he adds tho accomplich- 
ment—of cardinal importance in the cirei 
stances—of talking fluently both: in Turkish 
and in Greek. He is connected with the 
East by domestic ties as well as by long 
residence, since he married an Armenian lady 
of the Dadian family, and is thus brother-in- 
law to the Austrian delegate on the Com- 
mission for dealing with Greek finance. What 
is perhaps of greater importance, he stands 
by his marriage in come cousinly relation 
to'Artin Pasha, ‘who for many years, though 
not quite uninterruptedly, has been Under- 
Secretary for Forei ‘irs at the Porte. 
While resident in Egypt Colonel Schaeffer 
took an active part in the suppression of the 
slave trade, and to him was due the exposure 
of the complicity of come highty-placed Fashas, 
which, as may be remembered, caused some 
little sensation a few years ago. His conduct 
in thet business naturally made him enemies, 
who succeeded in rendering. his postion #0 
unpleasant that, in spite of the efforts of the 
Egyptian authorities to retain him in the 
service, he retired to Luxemburg. He is in 
the prime of life, being just over forty years 
of age. 


‘The Times of the 27th of October con- 
tains a letter from its Shanghai correspon- 
dent headed ‘Chinese Finance” which 
records the supposed completion of the 
negotiatioris for the Hooley-Jameson loan 
aol the Tia gchow-Shanghai-Nanking 
way. As we know now, these negotiations 
never were completed, and it may be noted 
that it was never believed in London that 
they would, have a successful result, ‘The 
correspondent points out that :— 


‘The whole of the proceedings tends to 
show that China is advancing but slowly in 
the science of conducting her foreign rela 
tions upon the lines adopted in civilised 
countries. It has always been her policy in 
the past, even with regard to the most im- 

rtant issues, to confide the interests of the 
Borerament to three or four different, and 
frequently antagonistic, representatives. Fs- 
pecially noticeable was tins featuro (and ite 
Zeplorstle results) at the bogioning ‘of the 
late war, when negotiations were bein; 
simultaneously and independently conduct 
on behalf of the Chinese Government by per- 
sons representing it in a more or less irre. 
sponsible manner at Tokio, Seoul, Tientsin, 
and even at Peking. ‘The original object 
of such» policy was probably to enable the 
central Government to endorse or to repudiate 
all or any of the results arrived at, according 
toits eubscquent view. thereof, sud another 
explanation may possibly lie in ‘its unwilling- 
ness to repose entire confidence in any one 
moan, The consequences of this poliey have 
however, been 60 conspicuously disastrous of 
recent years thal a change might well be 
expected from any body of statesmen less 
mummified in tradition than those of the 
‘Tsungli Yamén. 

In the Times of the 29th we’ find the 
following yaluable note from its Pai 
correspondent on the West Africa aegotia 
tions between. England and France :— 


‘M. Lecomite, one of the French representa- 
tives on the West Africa Commission, called 
to-day on Mr. Gosselin, ono of the English 
Commissioners, and it was arranged that the 
Commission should hold its first meeting at 
the Foreign Office at 3 p.m. to-morrow. This 
is the result of a preliminary conversation 

esterday between Sir Edmund Monson and 
AL" Hanotaux at. tho weekly Foreign Office 
reception. According to a semi-oflicial note, 
that conversation ended in an agreement on 
the general lines of the discussion and'on the 
order of business. When the Ambassador 
and the Foreign Minister are stated to have 
agreed on the general lines and on the order 
of business this evidently means that they 
have not agreed on anything, but that th 
have merely specified the points on whic 
there will have to be an agreement and.the 
order in which the Commission will have to 
discuss them. But, as a matter of course, 
each party enters on the discussion with a 
cut-and-dried plan, each can produce treaties 
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contrary to those of the other, and each has, 
in fact, more or less concluded treaties cancell- 
ing previous ones and cancelled in turn by 
ulterior ones... ‘The chiefs, kings, and kinglets 


speaking or acting in the name of any terri- |i 


tory in the vast region between the bend of 
the Niger and the sea forming the hinterland 
of the Ivory Coast, the Gold Coast, ‘Togo- 
and, Dahomey, and Lagos have received by 
turns French, English, and German explorers 
and have affixed siguatures, or something 
resembling signatures, in exchange for. 
fing, a bale of silk, or a cask of rum with- 
out’ even comprehending what they were 
doing or to what they had agreed. The 
English have for four years been masters 
of these territories, but by their inaction, 
through ignorance ot negligence, have allowed 
others to gain footing and to supersede old 
treaties by new ones’ which they regard 
as valid ‘titles, Now the English have 
awakened to see the ground occupied by 
the French. What is certain is that of the 
tribes inhabiting the dispated territories 
nome are warlike while others are incapable 
afany prolonged struggle. According as they 
are warlike or the reverse they will uphold 
or abandon treaties concluded in turn with 








good faith and god will ofthe negotiators. 
mncessions must be made with 

desire that each party shall have his legitimate 
share. If there is any artifice or attempt at 
intimidation, any insufficient senso of the 
necessity of a fair arrangement, there will bo 
no result. 


‘The Pall Mull Gazette summarises very 
tersely the proposals of Senator Wolcott 
as being “that we should impoverish our 
currency by admitting an untold amount 
of Frensh and American silver into our 
banks in order that these countries may 
relieve us of a portion of onr hard-carned 
stock of gold bullion.” Tt says :— 


We aro at last in possession of the di 
of the Franco-American proposals for 
the currency system of this country, 
the reasons which have impelled the Govern- 
ment to roject them. And the first sentiment 
to which wo feel we ought to give vent in 
regard thereto, is one of self-congratulation 
that our previously-recorded opinions ‘on the 
subject havo been confirmed to the letter. 
‘The manner in which the scheme was hatched 
‘out by the Silver party in the United States 
was forall the world ‘like tho cultivation of 
an Anglo-French oyster. It was transported 
from its native bed by Senator Wolcott to a 
congenial nursery handy for the British mar- 
ket, where it was fed and fattened, at the 
pense of the French, on promise of a subtantial 
share in the prospective profits to be gained 
by placing it on the London market at the 
nioment of maturity, And when that mo- 
went had), in ‘the judgment, of Senator 
Wolcott aud his friends, arrived, the tempt- 
ing commodity was carefully cooked and 
placed before the official tasters on thi 
side, But never was market moro mi 
judged; never was the commercial instinct 
of the importer more at fault than in this 
case. It was an inspiration, no doubt, 
in Senator Wolcott to curry the dish which 
he sot before tho Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, with the object of concealing the 
‘American flavour of tho article; but it was 
just that added spico that spoiled it for the 

inglish palate: the curry was hot, but the 
true taste of the oyster was there all the same. 
‘The consequence is that the British consumer, 
in whom the French and American growers 
have centred all their hopes, is not taking 
any. 

‘The Times discusses the atep which the 
Indian Government is still contemplating, 
tho establishment of the gold standard in 
India, ‘The Times say 
































The cardinal point in the controversy is 


whether the operation is a possible one. 
this the Government of India seem to 
tain no doubt whatever. At the same time, 
it must be remembered that by many high 
authorities in finance it has been regarded as 
hazardous, if not impracticable. ‘The re- 
nsibility rests, as.we have said, on the 
iceroy and his advisers, and it is difficalt to 
baliove that, thoy would have drawn up and 
signed the despatch of September the 16th, if 


















they had not been convinced that they could see 
their way clearly to carry out the objects they 
declare to be essential to the financial securi- 
ty of the Empire they govern. We are not 
in ion of the facts on which the 
decision of the Government of India is based, 
but Mr. Macleod makes some interesting 
statements which bear upon the question. 
‘The amount of gold required to restore the 
Indian currency toa gold basis was estimated, 
a little more than twenty years ago, at about 
sixty millions sterling. It is probable that, 
with the increase of population and the ex: 
Passion ofthe trade a larger sam would now 
juired. But Mr. Slacleod maintains 
that far more than the amount of gold 
needed is in existence in India itself, bein, 
hoarded, it is calculated, to the extent of 
300 millions or more. These hoards, or the 
greater part of them, would be brought out for 
use, Mr. Macleod argues, if the Indian mints 
were kept, closed to silver while the ratio of 
the sovereign to the rupecs was adjusted to 
the present value of the latter coin. The 
example of France is cited as proving that 
a largo and over-valued silver currency in 
common use is compatible with the mainten- 
ance of the exchange at par with gold-using 
countries because the exchanges are settled ig 
gold. “If the sovereign,” Mr, Macleod says, 
"were made the standard, the Indian ex- 
changes would at once be brought to par 
with London, except in some minute vari 
tions due to the course of trade.” We entirely 
agree with Mr. Macleod thatthe only chance 
of bringing about a stable rate of exchange 
between England and Iodia—so eminently 
desirable in the interest of both countries, 
indissolubly linked together as they are by 
innumerable ties—is to establish a common 
standard, which, in the circumstances of the 
case, can only be the gold sovereign. If this 
is within the bounds of ity, as the 
Government of India affirm that it is, it 
ought to be carried intocffect. It will relieve 
business all over the world from the di 
quieting effect of bimetallist agitations and 
intrigues, which, though they cannot possibly 
lead to any substancial result, are sufficient 
to produce uncertainty and alarms that are 
most detrimental to the prosperity of trade. 

‘The Economist of the 23rd of October 
has the following note on the Money 
Market -— 

‘Although the demand for money increased 
steadily. during the early days of this week, 
the movement was barely perceptible. ‘There 
was no alteration in loan rates, and the only 
change reported in the situation was that 
money could bo employed fairly readily f- 
stead of with great difficulty. It was, there- 
fore, generally assumed that the Bank's 
endeavours to get control of the market by 
borrowing had been only successful toa very 
limited extent. The publication of the Bank's 
return on Thursday, however, upset these 
calculations altogether, as it showed a decline 
of more than 4 millions in the private deposits, 
with a corresponding decrease in the Govern: 
ment and ‘Other™ securities. ‘This largo 
withdrawal from tho market's resources. 
could not have been carried out so quietly 
had it not been that bills were very scarce, 80 
that brokers were not in need of money. 
When the market saw the position in which 
it stood, there was a complete change in its 
tendency. ‘The chance of real tightness next 
week, in connection with the Stock Exchange 
settlement, and the payment of another 
instalment’ to the credit of the Japanese, 
was at once reckoned with. A meeting 
of the discount houses was summoned on 
‘Thursday afternoon, and the deposit rates 
were advanced by 3 per cent., while yester- 
day the bankers charged, and readily obtain- 
ed, 2 per cent for weekly loans, which now 
cover the, Stock Exchange pay day, and 24 
per cent for advances into November, and 
4 small amount was lent by the Bank of Eng- 
land at 3 per cent. ‘The Bank continued 
borrowing until yesterday, and it is generally 

lieved ‘that part of the decline in the 
“Other” securities represented sales. Dis- 
count rates have advanced, chiefly owing to 
the change in the monetary position, as othier- 
wise there was no obvious reason for a rise; 
bills were by no means plentiful, and there 
was some demand for them for the Continent, 
and thongh gold was still wanted for Ger- 
many, the American exchange was steadier, 
and ib was reported that aterling bills were 
being bought in New York to be retained 









































until they were wanted for remittance in the 
spring. Nevertheless, when it was seen that 
the directors of the Bank were so determined 
to. get control of the market, the possibility 
of a further rise in the official rate once more 
entered into Lombard Street's calculations, 
and yesterday the quotation for three months’ 
bills advanced to a firm 23 per cent. 

“The Rumour of Lord Salisbury’s Resig- 
nation” is the title of the Economist's first 
leading article. ‘* Why should he resign?’ 
says the Economist, ‘He is certainly nob 
seriously ill and even if he were out of 
sorts, of which there is no evidence, there 
is no'strain upon him rendering a resigna- 
tion expedient or unavoidable.” It goes 
on, however, to suggest that Lord Salisbury 
must soon resign one of his two offices, 
and bones that it will not be the Premier- 
ship. ‘There is no-one to take his place as 
Premier, as no-one is enthusiastic about 
the Duke of Devonshire, and the Tories 
will not have Mr. Chamberlain. ‘It is as 
Foreign Secretary, if at all, that Lord 
Salisbury has failed.” This is an important: 
admission from such a very judicious 
journal as the Economist. It goes on to 
say 

‘The country, though quite as much to 
blame as the Minister—if blame there is— 
would not be relieved to find a new hand at 
the helm of Foreign Affairs—but it would 
ot be seriously displonsed. Tt would think 
that under Lord  Salisbury's supervision 
another man might have a little more suc- 
cess, might impress Foreign Ambassadors 
more, or might be niore successful in obtain- 
ing al ¢ length of his foot at all events, 
would be less accurately known, and un- 
certainty as to the consequences might impose 
a. stronger limit, upon some foreign preven- 
sions. It is difficult, no doubt, to say who 
would make a better Foreign Ministor ; pro- 
bably no one would, but there is a desire 
nevertheless for a change which though faint 
at, present, might in certain contingencies 
greatly affect “Parliament. It has. been 
against Lord Salisbury, it must be remem- 
dered, that he has held the two offices ; the 
fact has so isolated him, and made his re- 
sponsibility so dreadfully complete. ‘That 
responsibility would be less for the next man, 
and the change might possibly increase both 
the freedom and the vigour of his action, 
It is in a certain want of vigour that public 
opinion attaches some censure, when it at- 
aches any, to Lord Salisbary. It is always 
best, we think, in this country for men who 
have accepted high office to remain in it until 
it is imperatively necessary to give it up, so 
that governments may be ‘stable and polic; 
continuous; but if Lord Salisbury thinks it 
necdful to resign anything it should un- 
doubtedly not be the Premiership, in which 
his fitting snccassor would under present 
circumstances be very hard to find. 

There is thon a good article on ‘ Political 
Prospects in France,” in which the Econo- 
mist shows how the Moderates have been 
gaining and the Radicals losing ground of 
jate in that nation, and the prospects 
therefore, for a continuance of the present 
régime are excellent. ‘There is an interest- 
it le on-“‘The Work of the Post 
an institution which now deals 












































with over three thousand million separate 
packets of all kinds a 
estimates being :-— 


year, the postal 





63,715,000 
‘Total...3,141,715,000 






‘The deposits in the Post Ollice Savings 
Bank at the end of last year amounted to 
£108,098,641, or more than £10,000,000 
above the amount at the end of 1895. 

The Saturday Review has the following 





note on the dispute in the engineering 
trade :— 

The powers given to the Board of Trade 
‘by the Conciliation Act of 1896 are, as ‘we 
have previously maintained, of little practical 
use for the settlement of trade disputes. Mr. 
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Ritchie's intervention in the engineering 
conflict, has 20 far been of no use whatever, 
as the replies of the masters and the men to 
his suggestions for a conference sufficiently 
show. ‘The “rough basis of agreement be 
propoeed has found no favour in the eyes of . 
the Federated Employers, who now, as be- ; 
fore, persist in their determination to have 
theit way at all costs, Tey tell Mr. Ritchio 
that they are perfectly willing to settle the 
dispute and to meet the men in conference, 
rovided only that the demand for an eight 
Flours day 36 unconditionally withdrawn. 
This is practically equivalent to a statement | 
that they will. agree to a settlement it the | 
i 








men will enrrender, and it scarcely needed 
@ communication to the Board of Trade to 
tellus that, With the rest of their verbose 
reply it is not necessary to deal, since it} 
strays into recrimination against the leaders 
of the men and a dissertation on the state 
of the engineering industry. As a whole, it | 
may be taken as a definite refusal to take | 

rt in_a conference on the basis suggested 
By the Board of Trade, and is one more. proof 
that the Conciliation Act can only be opera- 
tive when it is no longer of any use—that is 
to say, when both parties to a dispute are | 
tired. of fighting and are willing to com- 
promise their differences. It is clear that 
the masters are determined to continue the 
struggle to the end. . But, in decreeing 
continuance of the conflict, ‘they have taken 
‘a step which cannot fail to bring public 
‘opinion to the side of the men, 

‘And the following amusing note, chiefly 
on Sir Edwin Arnold's latest patriotic 


Tt is refreshing to seo how the eminent 
ootasters of the day are getting themselves 
Found out in their old age. Only the other 
week it was Mr, Alfred Austin who mummied 
himself in the sacred cause of science; Sir 
Lewis Morris has long since leapt ‘into 
oblivion. Now it is Sir Edwin Arnold who 
oor dow alive into the pits and the Largest 
Circulation in the World graciously erects a 
broken column over the place of his disap- 
rance, Let. any one who supposes that 
Sir Edwin Arnold has left in him any of the 
makings of a poet, endeavour to read the 
doggerel rhymes “At Dargai,”. with which 
he made his last gasp in publicity duriog the 
past week, and he will thereafter hold his 
vace. . Between such stuff and even the poor 
Stuf which pools may, occasionally write 
gulf is fixed over which there can be no 
Grossing. The point is not to be. 
We snap ono stanza from the devi 
that yo to form the ‘Bridge of Hell” over 
which Sit Edwin Arnold's muso makes its 
Dat-squoak ex 
«Men of the Gordon Highlanders !” 
© Colonel Mathias loudly cries, 
«The General's orders are to take, 
‘At any needful sacrifice, 
Yonder position ! His we'll make it, 
The Gorton Highlanders will take it!” 
In the following verse the Gordons are to be 
found “drowning muskets on the hill ;” and 
in thy next, “homely Highland lilt” and 
“baskin, plume and kilt™ rush rhyming 
er’ to scare the hill-tribes from their 
position.” In the next they mieet 
ith * rebel hordes” of Sir Edwin's imagina- 
tion—almost the only bit of imagination the 
m contains. It is to be hoped that the 
Daily Telegraph takes a long time reaching 
the front : there will be little fight left in the 
Gordon Highlanders when this cold douche 
from the rear reaches them. Once upot 
time Sir Edwin Arnold was supposed to be a 
great gun ; we fear he has proved to be only 
a ‘drowned musket.” Ifa faint funeral echo 
of a farewell shot may be discharged over the 
ve where this dead reputation lies buried, 





































fot it be this— 
“Te was (and greatly to their credit) 
‘The Gordon Highlanders who did it !” 


‘There is a letter from the Saturday's 
special correspondent at Athens, accusing 
the Grecks of universal cowardice in the late 
war with Turkey. ‘There is a most amus- 
ing notice of Mr. MacCunn’s new opera, 
for which the Marquis of Lorne wrote 
most foolish libretto. ‘The critic says :— 

Moreover, a still small voice from pretty 
near headquarters has whispered to a few 
critics that the book was for some reason 








touched up by awellsknowncritic. I cannot 
believe this. Yet it is the fact that on 














ight ng the reign of 
cnthusiaam ‘aflor the third act, loud calle for 
Harges of Bennetewarebeard,  enpot make 
the faintest guess at the identity of the person 
meant. As 6 matter of fact he did not appear. 
‘A gentleman pointed out tome as the Marqui 
of e did, at the close of the opera, and 
was loudly cheered by pit and gallery—whe- 
ther as librettist or as Royal personage by 
marriage was not. mentioned. And tho 
Griticiams in the dailies do not help one to 
determine. Roughly, they may be divided 
{nto two sorts, There is the funkey sort 
which declares the book to be inevitably ex- 
cellent, coming as it does from the pen of a 
entleman whose relative has long been noted 
for her devotion to the fine arts, literature, 
and music wd there is the democratic sort 
feclares it to be just 
bly bed, coming from the pen of 
man in whom no faintest hint of human in- 
telligence has ever been seen. Neither sort 
assists us to make a conjecture as to the 


















| public’s opinion of the Marquis of Lorne. But 


never yet has the great British Public been 
fBollty of wishing to ctareat Royal personage 

y marriage ; and it would be ungenerous not 
to suppose that he. was called solely as 
librettist. 

In te on the rumour of Lord Salis- 
bury’s intention to resign, the Spectator 
says that ‘he may by and by relieve him- 
self of the weight of his double office. 
That would, in our judgment, be a wise 
step to take, if only because it would 
restore the usual custom that foreign 
affairs should be managed by the Foreign 
Minister, moderated by the Premier, and 
supervised by the Sovereign.” Mr. Spec 
regards Lord Salisbury as a sort of Ham- 
let, whose native hue of resolution is 
sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thought. 
The two following notes are from the 
Spectator :: 

The friendship between Germany and 
Turkey, which is the cardinal fact of the 
Eastern situation, appears to be drawing 
closer. The Emperor has appointed Baron 
yon Marschall, recently Foreign Minister of 
Prussia, to the Embassy at Constantinople, 
and the Sultan has welcomed the appointment 
with effusion. The Baron, he telegraphs, “bas 
for many yearssuccessfully and most energeti- 
cally co-operated in fostering the highly valued 
relations of Turkey with Germany.” Baron 
von Marschall will, therefore, be the most in- 
fluential Ambassador in Constantinople ; but 
there are three circumstances which ‘may 
greatly modify his course of action. One is 
that the Sultan, being at heart a mere Asiatic, 
detests all Europeans alike. Another is that 
Russia does not intend William IL to bear 
rule in her own reversionary territory. And 
the third is that Barun von Marschall is 
essentially an honest nian who, once immersed 
in that cesspool, niay refuse ‘to let his con- 
science be completely stifled. Moreover, 
although Austria contrives to keep step 
with Germany, the feeling of her Court about 
‘Turkey is not the German feeling. Baron 
von Marschall will, of course, endeavour to 
thwart British policy at every turn. 
ew Hampshire Paradise for the 
P tion of vanishing American animals 
created by Mr. Austin Corbin has proved an 
even greater success than we anticipated 
when it was first enclosed. The total area 
is, roughly speaking, one. of eleven. miles 
long by four miles broad, and in this the 
animals turned out by the owner have in- 
creased beyond expectation. ‘The wapiti- 
deer, red-deer, black-tailed deer, and even 
the “big horn’ sheep have bred and thriven 
in the Paradise, which now contains twelve 
hundred head of deer alone. No artificial 
feeding is needed except a provision of salt 
and water. Heaps of rock-salt are laid on 
every square mile, and big water troughs 
are kept full in the waterless parts of the 
park, Wild boars have .also increased so 
fast that it is necessary to keep boar-hounds 
to capture those which escape beyond the 
wire fences. But the great triumph is the 
multiplication of the bison. Those kep. in 
‘Yellowstone Park are the only animals which 
do not increase, but in the Corbin Paradiso 
they havo, according to the Century Magazine, 
ineréased from’ twenty-four to eighty-five 
head, and the race will now be preserved. 
Mr, ‘Austin Corbin recently died, but the 
park will probably form part of the family 




































































; alread, 
the fancy of otlier millionaires. There is a 
“Gould Park” in the Adirondacks, & “* Van- 
derbilt. Park” in Massachusetts, and Dr. 
Seward Webb has enclosed a third, also in 
Massachusetts. The beavers in Corbin Park 
escaped through the wire fenco and dis- 
appeared. 

“The True Cause of Unrest in. Ger- 
inany,” says the’ Spectator, “is the relative: 
poverty of the country. By relative 
poverty-we thean an’ economic: basis. too 
thin and coutracted for the immense super- 
structure of modern German. trade.” 
There is an article showing the futility 
of Lord Londonderry’s revolt, another 
showing that the recent decision of the 
Cabinet upon the Silver question was an in- 
evitable one ; and an interesting one on. 
“The Effects of a Possible Glut of Capital 

If by investing money in securities we can 
no longer reap a sufficient monetary harvest to. 
make it worth while, we shall have to invent 
new methods of investing it in the commodi- 
ties that are considered desirable. Thesaving 
citizen of the future will first buy his house, 
or the right to live in it for the rest of his life, 
and will then develop a system by which he 











will make a payment down to the Universal 
Provider of the future, in return for which 
ho will receive the ‘right, to a duly ro- 








gulated supply of food, clothes, and sub- 
Sidiary necessaries, such as tobacco and 
books, for the rest of his life. Such a 





aystem of annuities paid in kind would save 
agreat deal of trouble and could be work- 
ed very profitably now that the risk of life is 
calculated with actuarial exactness. . With 
such devices as these the new conditions would 
ultimately. be adapted to the convenience 
of those who fall in with them most roadily 5 
and those who take a pessimistic view of the 
results of the decline in the yield on securities 
may take comfort in the thought that, what 
ever happens to the money market,’ entor- 
Peise and industry will always come to the 
front 











This is really very funny. ‘Then there is 
an excellent second notice of Tennyson's 
Memoir. 


Mr. Labouchere, in Truth, writes as 
follows in reference to the rumour of Lord 
Sulisbury’s intention to resign; but Mr. 
Labouchere is not the sort of defender 
that Lord Salisbury or his friends are 
likely to be anxious to secure,“ Labby” 


say 
Tam sincerely glad to hear that Lord 
Salisbury is not. going to. give effect to the 
suggestions of his kind felends, and retire 
either from the Premiership or from tho 
Foreign Secretaryship. Iam against the two 
sts being held hy the same ian, for the 
remier should control the Secretary, and I 
to either being held by a Peer. 
not the Unionist view, and in 
such matters we must, perforce. accept. thoir 
Ws, This is not the first time that an 
attempt has been made to shelve Lord 
Salisbury, and to place thu. leadership of the 
Conservatives in other hands. ‘The last. time 
that it was mads, he is said to have observes, 
“So long as Lam in public affairs, do not 
intend to be the Dowager-Lord Salisbury.” 
His health, ivis true, is bad ; and probably 
his efficiency’ in the one: post suffers from his 
tenure of the other. But he is more of a 
statesman than any’ of his colleagues, and 
being in reality what is called a.‘ Little 
Englander,” he probably, although obliged to 
carry out ‘many of the follies of his Party, 
saves us from others, With a crew of howl: 
ing Jingoes as his followers, and with. Mr. 
Chamberlain as his colicague, determined, if 
possible, to attract attention’ to the Depart- 
ment over which he rules, by any wild 
scheme of aggression, it is just as well that 
Lord Salisbury should remain Premier’ and 
Foreign Secretary, so long as the Unionists 
have 9 majority in Parliament Tt is to be 
regretted that ‘he. has not more.the cou 
of his opinions. For instance, having declared. 
that, in his own opinion, and. in that of his 
chief military advisers, ouroccupation of Egypt, 
far from being an advantage to us, is adanger, 
ho allows himself to be dragged into a wild 
ition with the object of occupying the 
Soudan, which will, of course, render it doubly 
difficult for us to withdraw from the occupa- 
tion of Egypt. 
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Adventures of a Younger Son. By Edward. 
John Trelawney.: Popular, Edition, T. 
Fisher, Unwin, London, 1897. 





‘Tue author. was 4 well-known man; in the 
early, part.of the century, having: been a 
personal friend of Byron, Shelley, Keats, 
undothers, He was. naturally. of a very: 
adventurous spirit, and his restless , dis- 
position led him to seek a life of adventure 
in various pests of the world, and amongst 
other rough scenes in which he took part 
was a.share in the Greek War of Independ: 
ence, partly in company with Byron, and 
artly with Greek chieftains. He was.of a 
Rtsrasy turn of mind, and as his, own lil 
hat afforded him plenty of scope. for: 
picting. a series of wild adventures, his 
first, essay:was the work now. under 
review, which professed to be a history, of 
his own life. But this was far: from, being 
the case in reality, for he added to some 
of his own adventurous experiences somo 
very stirring incidents drawn from « vivid 
imagination, the result being a book of 
“adventures” such as is rarely met with. 
It is extremely interesting from first to last, 
and not.only deals with “excursions and 
alarms” in savage countries, but gives a 
highly, coloured picture of the lifo in India 
and: tho, Far East at a very lawless and 
exciting period, According to the tale the 
authpr- was in, command of a French 
privateer, and metwith many blood-curdling 
adventures ; but he really appears to have 
been abuccaneer without any regard for 
rivate property, for he waged war ruthless- 
Ty wherever and sgalost Shion be. chose, 
With his Sighting, robbing, explorations, and 
adventures, by sea and land is woven a love 
tale-which makes.not ouly a very excitin; 
buba very interéstingstory, which has hard- 
ly adull pogo in it though itis by no means a 
thortone. Everyone who takes up the book 
will:read it eagerly to the end and finish it 
with regret, though the hero will not clai 
admiration. throughout for all’ his actions. 
His. indomitable pluck and_ perseverance. 
will cettainly be admired, although many 
of his actions will be condemned ; but tho 
romiintic and: daring narrative will charm 
not only for its peculiar and bold novelty 
but.for. the great variety of incident ‘and. 
the adventurous spirit it depicts. It treats 
mattersin.a vory bluff and ‘old-fashioned 
it will’ be found a welcome 
change.ts the inanities which many modern 
authors seek to pass off 93, adventures. 



































Here they Are! By 
Longman’s Colonial 
Walsh, Ld., Shanghi 


Jas. F. Sullivan : 
brary. Kelly and 





This is a charming book for Christmas 
containing. six fairy: tales, which will not 
only be read with avidity by the young- 
sters, but also by “children of a larger 

rowth.” They are not. strictly speaking 
fairy-tales, although they deal with super- 
natural: forces. and incidents ; but every 
one. of the six tales is a masterpiece of 
topsy-tarveydom, and a pleisant, vein of 
satire runs throughout the series. ‘The 
opening tale, ‘The Blue-eyed Fly” is very 
clover-and highly fanciful, while the second 
tale, “The Blue Thing with White Dots,” 
is not only fanciful but very pathetic. Very 
funnily'satirical is the third tale, “The 
Land of the Givers-Away,” where selfish 
ness is a vittue, and it is recognised that it 
would be right fora man to steal apples, 
but'a grave offence to give them away. A 
case of a man chiryed’ with this crime, was 
not however, a simple matter, for as the 
poligeman ‘informed the ‘children who en- 
tered this strarige country by accident: ‘« Of 
course in a court of law things, have. to be 
thoroughly proved : 0 it first had to be 
proved the round things which the prisoner 
had given aay were apples, and that apples 
are ‘good’ to ‘eat, and’ things one likes 




















: ‘There are a great many. things 
jown- by. ordiniary- children outaide: Inw- 
courts which are quite unknown inside; 
and’ when. it comes to higher courts where 
there are real judges with frizzy horse-hair 
wigs on, the number of things people in- 
side do not’ know is quite wonderful and 
surprising. “A real judge often has'to in- 
quire what a cow is, and what buttons are, 
and knives and forks, and nuts, and cheese- 
plates.” 

All the tales in the book are of the 
same: character though there is a no- 
cessary.spice of variety about the incidents, 
and. they are all extremely pleasant read- 
ing. To add to many attractions of the 
Ietterpress the volume ig profusely ‘illus- 
trated with really masterly and very 
humorous sketches, and altogether it makes 
just the sort of. book that a youngster 


i 5 s 
4 would: be delighted to get either at Christ- 


inas or any other time. 
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CHUNGKING. 


(FROM OUR OWS CORRESPONDENT.) 








ASIGN.OF PROGRESS. 
In spite of all that has been said and 
written to the contrary, Chungking begins 
toshow some sign that it is not totally 
unaffected by th elsewhere prevailing de- 
sire: for modernity aud social advance. If 
Hunan has its electric light, and Hankow 
its railway terminus and ironworks, Chuog- 
king is henceforth to possess its own news- 
paper. A journalistic syndicate was formed 
some time ago, the necessary plant was 
purchased, business premises, secured, and 
to-day, for the first time, in its long and 
hoary ‘history, the city has seen issued a 
local newspaper, or rather magazine, which 
many people hope has come to stay 
Several strong men, both local and pro- 
vineial, are interested in the enterprise, 
and, if good backing counts for anything. 
the,thing ought to “go.” An official bless- 
ing has been, given to the venture, and so 
long as the magazine, for newspaper. is 
scarcely the right word for it, confines itself 
to, subjects which are politically harmless, 
the blessing will, in all probability, not 
soon be. converted into a ban. The first, 
number consists of 23 double pages, aud is 
full. of matter which ought to be of interest 
to the ordinary intelligent reader. The, 
rinting is good in spite of the fact that the 
Bist number has been struck off from wooden 
blocks. A. note in red.on the first page in- 
forms. the public that the proprietors hope 
to be able’ to. print very soon from foreign 
type which is due to arrive here at an early 
inte. ‘The price per. copy is about one 
hundred cash, and it is the intention of the 
to issue not less than six editions per 
month, Advance Chungking! 
THE LOCAL EXAMINATIONS, 

The recurrent Hsien examinations have 
brought the usual number of candidates for 
liter honours into the city. So far the. 
most likely aspirant for the safe place in 
these “little goes” proves to be a city, man. 
The presence in the city of. between 1,500 
d 2,000 men from the country has done 
mich’ to fill the various chapels with in- 
telligent audiences. Not that there is any 
lack of audiences here. But these students 
have come, and come again, and have on 
each occasion listened most ‘attentively and, 
mest respectfully to what his. been said. 
"ery: 

















re said. 
ery: much bas yet to be done in order to 
clear the.native mind of woefiil ignorance 
in regard to. foreigners. The writer was in 
all seriousness asked by a sapient student 
| “if foreigners really possess any 
symbole. for expressing moral ideas in 
writing?” ‘The questioner” turned out 
to be a great opium-smoker, and a 
great believer in Confucius. He had 











to! seen’ foreigners, and had even, conversed 











with them, but he could “not discover for 
himself: whether. they could discourse in, 
Writing upon high and lofty themes, One 
fears that, student and all-as he is, there are: 
thousands like him in this,—that they Go 
not know much about foreign achievements 
either in science or in literature. But the, 
day is fast coming when they shall, and. 
the ‘sooner it dawns the better it will 
for China. ate. ome 
A RIVER FATALITY, 

We have had recently: very heavy 
in the morning. To the boating Gace, 
they have occasioned a good deal.of dis- 
comfort, and {have also brought about one 
serious accident. A large passenger junk 
when proceeding to a. rice market, Soma. 
little distance down. river succeeded. in get 
ting into a rapid which dashed her violently, 
against the rocks She immediately com- 
menced to fill, and out of her 80 passengers, 
only 22 were saved: It is fortunately not 
often that so terrible an accident occurs i 
the vicinity. of Chungking, nor have casu 
ties to this particular kind of passenger 
boat tobe very frequently recorded—a fact 
which speaks volumes for’ the experience 
and dexterity of those who have to handle. 
them in. waters which are. studded with 
dangers for such unwieldy craft. The pre- 
gent fatality has, occasioned ‘no end of talk 
in thecity. 

THE GROWTH OF THE POPPY. 

A recent missionary tour to the districts 
of Nanchuanhsien and Fuchou has revealed, 
the fact that opium is now being cultivated 
almost’ universally in those’ bedutiful're- 
gions. Within the writer's memory tha 
Production ofthe poppy must have doubled, 
and it is small wonder that the prica of 
food keeps high. As for the city of Fuchor, 
itself; it is true that all the decent, inns 
within the city walls have been converted 
into” Tu Hao, and the local’ trade in the 
drug must be immense. A yamén official, 
supplied the information that in Fachou 
alone during the past twelve months no leas 

in 28 roan of silver (Tis. 280,000) had 
been paid in the form of likin upon opium 
exports from the district! Add to this the 
quantity that is smuggled: (which, how- 
ever, no one can accurately determine), 
and the further quantity that is honestly 
passed. through the foreign Customs, and. 
one.may fairly stand aghast at the terrible 

wth of this baneful trade. It is alleged 
that not less than 80 per cent of the 
population in these two districts are given. 
over to the habit, and from what was seen 
on the tour referred to, there is every 
reason to believe thatitis not an exaggerated 
estimate. Old and young are addicted to 
the pipe, and some’ of the cases which 
fell under the traveller's own observation 
were very pitiful and very sad. It 
is now in the writer’s judgment more 
clear than ever that this province is. fast 
going to the dogs just because of its opium. 
cultivation. The district is, altogether 
lovely, and ought to produce men and, 
women ofa higher stamp then opium eota! 
‘There ,is no time to speak of the few other 
industries that were to be seen in progress, 
such as ploy manuel pa er theds, 
jand resin sticks for night lights. The 
first two count for little in the district, 
but, He. ae would seem to, at : 
everywhere. Large pine, trees are. barked, 
and the pine trees in the neighbourhood 
are very fine and’ very numerous, an 
the resin allowed to ooze. out when, it is, 
collected and smeared on sticks which, when 
dried, are sold for so many cash per bundle 
of twenty. ‘The resin stick is. quite the 
favourite night light of the district, Its 
use is.universal. Your readers. probabl 
know the method by which rough paper is. 
made by the nation. The operation has 
been elsewhere described, and is altogther 
most primitive and interesting, But there. 
is very little. of it made in. the district of, 
‘Nanchuan which relies upon u 
Chungking for ita chief essentials. The 
whole scenery of the place would do. no 
iscredit tothe Highlands of Scot 
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the Lake-district of England. Nanchuan 
itelf is one of the most beautifully si- 
tuated cities we have ever seen, and 
it is beautiful—at a distance ! 

‘ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES. 

‘The Japanese Consul has not yet arrived 
although he was due here some days ago. 
‘Mr. Litton of H.B.M’s service hes returned 
from his prolonged tour, and is all the 
better for it. Mr. A.J. Little has gone to 
Shanghai, and a more competent authority 
upon matters affecting the West you could 
not have in your midst. .We hope to see 
Mr. Little back, again in the beginning of 
the new year. ‘The fogs of which I have 
spoken have at last changed into rain and 

e weather is raw and cold. 

22nd November. 





KIANGYIN. 

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
posetMar ssc: 
STILL ASLEEP. 

In your issue of the 29th ultimo occurs a 
note on the activity of those in authority 
in recruiting ;, since the seizure of 
Kisochou Bay. A friend whois in one of the 
‘most important strategical places in the em- 
pire in commenting on this note remarked: 
*T do not know what they may be doing in 
other places in the interior, but I koow with 
us they are all asleep. Asleep as soundly 
as they over were “Ay. guns are rusting 
and I can get nothing done.” And so it 
seems everywhere and always. Those who 
really desire to aid China find indifference 
and/or active opposition at every turn, It 
seems to be a very significant fact that such s 
very large number of the substantial people 
here look on a change of hands in govern 
ment circles as a matter not ouly of course 
but even to be desired. Further it is bein, 
whispered about that many of those in bigl 
authority would welcome the proper author- 
ity in the Yangtze valley, vie: the British. 

PETTY OFFICIAL INTRIGUES. 

‘The new Literary Chancellor for Kiangsu 
Province arrived here and took over the 
seals of his office on the 20th ult. He enter- 
ed his yamén on the 28th andis said to have 
agreat reputation for astuteness and is sup- 
posed to be a very learned though a com- 
Peratively, young man. He gained his 

tor’s degree before he was twenty and 
was given high office before he was thirty. 
Being only forty-eight ho has occupied his 
present high position in three places before 
this; but he bas the conservatism of his 
class and is already Joining in opposition to 
the local magistrate, The latter when he 
took orer the seals of his office began a 
course that brought him into disfavour with 
large numbers. First he closed the gam- 
bling. dens in the city. In these a number 
of the influential families were interested 
since they got quite a revenue from them. 
Further, a case was sent back to him for con- 
firmation that had beeu adjudged “robbery 
with violence” by his predecessor, the seu- 
tence in such cases being death. ‘Mr. Kel 
reversed the sentence,adjudging ittobe theft, 
By so doing he involved the higher author- 
ities in complications that they in had 
confirmed the former sentence. Thus he 
has come into disfavour with those above 
him. In addition to these charges he has 
tried to put down bribery, and has himself 
refused to be a party to the same by not 
sending the usual large fees to his superiors. 
Not long since he had occasion to visit the 
Viceroy. For seven days he stayed at the 
Viceroy’s gate seeking admission, 
but was continually denied audience, the real 
reason being that he did not use money 
y enough; the nominal reason being that he 

iid not rule his own family properly. His 
son is wild, and had gotten into dangerous 
paths, The local gentry made this a 
pretext for reporting him to. the prefect 

in reality they were dissatisfied with the 
clean-handed administration of this officer— 
it meant that they had to be straighter in 
their own walks as Mr, Keh belongs to the 





+h | regularly on the first and fifteenth 





‘Progressive Party. The literati of Kiangyin 
are one in pattern with their class over the 
whole empire. When the present incumbent 
took over the seals of his office the first 
visit he made was to the Protestant Mission 
chapel, and thus he gave offence to the 

atry. So the path of justice isa hard one 
Er any one now as always in = corrupt 
country. 

UNRELIABLE RUMOURS. 

Practically nothing is known about the 
movements of Germany, except, may be; in 
a very few instances in official circles. 
Among the people there are a few vague 
Tumours with a very little of trath an: 
great deal of imagination. 

‘THE FAMINE REFUGEES. 

Kiangyin is far enough from the scenes 
of suffering north of the river to escape 
the immediate effects on trade generally, 
and is, on the other hand, near enough not 
to hold out much inducement to the famine 
refugees to stop here. They pass on further 
south as your correspondent from Soochow 
notes. However they have been passing 
daily in great numbers for the past two 
months. 





CROPS 
have been good in the district and little or 
no complaining is heard among the farmers. 
There is a good deal of petty thieving 
around and some robbery, all of which is 
laid at the door of the deserting soldiers 
sho are til in. the district, though doubt: 
Jess much of it could be traced to local 
perpetrators. 
‘rd December. 





SOOCHOW. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
See 
AN UNUSUAL CRY. * 





part of China is 
this year. There is a 
cry of distress now rising from 





deep-ton 
the people of the Soochow prefecture. The 


rice crop seemed good, but when the grain 
is thrashed out it is of a very inferior 
quality brittle and easily crushed to powder. 

‘he peasants say that they are unable to 
pay taxes to the government and send rice 
to the Iand-owners. This means widespread 
loss and hs ‘ip to families, temple- 
keepers, and benevolent institutions which 
own land and derive their income from the 
produce thereof. 


THE SACRED EDICT. 
‘The great Emperor K‘ang Hsi who reign- 
ed 60 years issued his famous cacred edict 
about 200 years ago. This consisted of 
sixteen exhortations setting forth the great 
principles of political morality. The original 
maxims were very brief—seven words 
each. Yung Ching ismed an amplification of 
these and the law requires that the local 
officers throughout the empire have them 
proclaimed and explained to. the people 
yo 


each month. This political preaching has 
been kept up in Soochow for years. Re- 
cently Wu Ta-chéng has made’a new,de- 
parture in this direction. He is living in 
Tetirement in this city and wishes to com- 
mend himself to the government which he 
bas served in s conspicuous manner. Ho 
has been Governor in two  rovinoes and 
it was he who stopped the breach in 
the banks Cy Yellow River sos ten 
years t was a gigantic undertaking 
and Lis encoeas in it owe that he is a 
man of ability. It is well known that he 
made a great blunder when he left his 
Province during the late war with Japan 
and sought opportunity to do great things 
against the foe. His failure to become a 
great hero and the utter collapse of his poli- 
tical hopes do not, itseems, destroy his ambi- 
tion. He may retura to power. Stranger 
things have liappened. But people smile at 
the ‘way he takes to bring himself 
into favourable notice. There isonly one 





of thesixteen maxims of the sacred edict, 
the seventh, that can be considered anti: 
foreign in its tone. I went one day to hear 
the speakers. Wu Ta-chtng is only ono of 
them. I listened attentively while most 
of the crowd in front of the temple of 
the God of Longevity stood paying little 
heed to what was-said. I heard nothing 
antiforeign and my presence attracte 
little attention. If thero is anything de- 
cidedly anti-foreign in this movement it has 
not yet shown itself, Like U.S. Grant and 
Oliver Cromwell, Wu has executive ability 
but no gifts 23 public speaker. On the 
small platform or pulpit where others stood 
while speaking, Wu eat while uttering what 
he had to say. He has a good face marked 
by a black moustache, which shows no si 

of turning grey, and he seems to be in the 
full prime of manhood. But he speaks in 
such low tones that no one ten feet from 
him could hear. 

2ad December. 








TIENTSIN. 


(kom OUR OWN GonnEsPoNDENT.) 





THE CROPS, THE SQUATTERS, AND THE 
‘THIEVES, 

‘Information gathered from various sources 
assure us of the fact that the autumn crops 
have been above the average in the groater 
part ‘of the outlying country about 

ientsin. This is especially true of tho 
country to the westward, which is 80 badly 
flooded generally that the promising fields 
of the earlier autumn produced very little at 
the gathering. Within the last 20 years 
or so a large number of overflow -water 
courses have been dug in different sections 
and with varying directions, with the re- 
sult, in the majority of cases, of giving little 
relief anywhere, and greatly enlarging the 
extent of the Hooded territory, ‘because 
neither the banks of these nor of the older 
streams were kept in proper repair. . There 
has also been the lack of scientific engineer- 
ing skill in all these efforts to moet the 
congested water conditions of the rainy 
season! 

Notwithstanding these improved condi- 
ti the harvest, families of beggars aro 
beginning to appear on our streets coming 
from the villages in the inundated territory, 
most of whom have the appearance of being 
well fed, and with clothing not over scant. 
Tientsin is now practically surrounded bj 
catnps of “squatters” who have pitched 
thgir mat huts in all available places, and 
have become permanent residents, each of 
the past few years having added its incre- 
ment to the growing numbers, till they 
mount up into the thousands now. Some of 
the huts are miserable little hovels into 
which the inhabitants crawl with only a 
couple ot thicknesses of reed mats above them 
and a mass of straw and beneath ; 
others are fitted in better style, are large 
enough to stand up in and even have Zangs; 
while still others are strongthened by, or 
made of, kaoliang stalks, and plastered with 
mud, and boast a small front yard, enclosed 
with these stalks. But all alike swarm 
with inhabitants of more than one sort. 
As one passess these settlements, the 
residents have a happy, care-nothing air 
and the children run out, and ask for 
“chow-chow,” or “cash, cash,” or “wwhite- 
round,” meaning. foreign’ silyer coin. 
‘This is far from being a desirable kind of 
population, but thousands of them are 
scattered about the city and its suburbs, 

T was surprised recently in one of the 
interior cities to hear a scholarly gentle- 
man, in speaking of the good harvest just 
gathered in, say that brigandage and tty 
Fillage thieving were always worse in sucl 

ears than when the harvests were short, 
peli the thieves were not driven awa; 
from home because of their own needs = 
the small amounts it was possible to steal, 
Be this so or not, I have usually found ia 
my travels that local robberies are charged 
to bands of thieves from other sections. 
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Rumours reach us of brigandage along the 
Manchusion border outside the Great Wall 
to the north-east of us. Evidently matters 
aro not quiet there, but it is impossible to 
Know just how serious they are. 


RUSSIAN ALARMS. 

‘There is considerable, talk, end feeling 
among the. people regerding the course of 
the Germans, and the rumears of Rasca’s 
movements in the North. ‘These are not 
understood, and not a little fear is expressed 
as to their significance. “There is good 
ground for this fear in view of the recent 
dénouementin Corea. As a gentleman said 
recently, if they succeed with Mr. McLeavy 
Brown in Corea, Sir Robert Hart’s turn 
may come next.” A little incident which 
cecurred recently in Peking, if it is cor- 
rectly reported, and there is good reason 
for saying it is not all rumour, indicates 
which way the wind is blowing. The re- 
port is to this effect, that on his retura 
tom inspecting the railway to and beyond 
Shanbaikuan, ELE. Hu Yitfén was visited 
by the Russian “Minister, who wished to 
Know why the Chinese employed the Eng- 
lish to build their railways, and urging that 
as Russin was the neighbour to China on 
the north it would be more proper, and the 
right thing to do, to ask Russia to do this 
work for China. ‘He disavowed any instrue- 
tions from his own Government in the 
matter, and simply offered this as his 
“opinion.” ELE. Ha replied that they were 
building their’ own railroads; it was true 
that they had a large number of employés, 
not all of whom were English, however, 
but that it was not true that the English, 
any others, were building their railways; 
his Government was managing the ontire 
affair itself, ‘The Russian Minister pressed 
his point, and said it was quite natural that 
they should ask the English to build th 
southern lines as England was their neigh- 
bour in. Burma, but not so in the north, 
where Russia was the neighbour, still dis- 
avowing anything but an “opinion.” ELE. 
‘Hu is said to have become somewhat angry 
fat. this persistence, and replied still more 
strongly that China was building, and in- 
tended to build, her own railways. It is 
farther reported that a few days after this 
interview, the ‘Tsungli Yamtn received an 
official dispatch advising in rather a peremp- 
tory manner the discharge of all the Englis! 
employés on the Railroad, and the employ- 
ment in their places of Russians. 

COMING EVENTS. 


T have alread; ‘imated that there i: 
good reason to believe that this report is 
essentially true, but be it fully conformable 
to actual fact or not it is yet very significant 
of the general feoling regarding the object 
and aims of China’s northern “neighbour.” It 
is quile certain, moreover, that some things 
have transpired to give rise to such a report. 
Smoke means fire, and there are sparks in 
this smoke. Recent telegrams give still more 
point to the report. dit is noticeable 
‘that there is not a little excitement and 
enquiry among the people in regard to the 
movements of Russia, and the action of 
Germany in taking possession of Kiaochou 
Bay, and the meaning of all these develop- 
iments: the air is fall of interrogation marks 
—what next? 

. MATTERS LOCALLY 
are quiet. After much trouble, delay, and 
expense I hear that the Rattler has reached 
her berth opposite the British Consulate. 
‘The steamers find it impossible to come up 
the river, greatly to the discomfort of gh 
sengers and the injury of business. It is 
almost impossible adequately to set forth 
the disgraceful state of affairs at the present 
time in this connection. But it is thought 
that the River Conservancy question is pro- 
gressing in a fairly satisfactory manner, and 
thas next year’s conditions will be greatly 
changed for the better—in a word, that the 
old conditions will practically be restored, 

_ and the steamers be able to come up to the 

bund for the entire season. 

ember, 

































WENCHOW. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPOSDEST.) 


DEATH OF MRS. W. 8. AYRTON. 

A painful gloom once more enshrouds 
this small community, and our joy over the 
return of ‘exhilarating weather has been 
turned to mourning by the unanticipated 
death of Mrs. Ayrton. For two- months 
past she had not been well, but it was not 
till last Thursday that the illness became 
suddenly serious, ending in her death 
early yesterday morning, the 29th, Mrs. 
‘Ayrton came of a family well-known in 
China. Her father, Canon MacClatchie, 
spent his best out here, and left 
behind him valuable works on Chinese 
philosophy. Sir Harry Parkes, her uncle, is 
aname calling for no comment in a letter 
to Shanghai. Mrs. Ayrton’s kindness of 
heart and generosity were well nigh 
roverbial; ever cheerful, ever bright, 
er society will be greatly missed by 
all her friends, and as to her family 
the loss is irreparable. Every heart here 
beats in sincerest sympathy with Mr. 
Ayrton, our respected Consul, and with all 
his family in this sad bereavement. May 
He who made the heart give balm for its 
healing. 

30th November. 








NOTES FROM THE SOUTH. 


(FROM OUR OWN conRESPONDEST.) 
—— 
‘THE WEATHER. 

During the past week we have enjoyed 
fine, cook seasonable weather, and there is 
nothing ‘left to grumble at so far as the 
weather is concerned. It is about perfect. 


A DEARTH OF NEWS PREVAILS. 

Our gaicties have commenced, This 
aflernoon a grand open-air féte will be held, 
by permission of the Governor, in the 
grounds of Government House in aid of the 
relief of the poor of the East end of London. 
All kinds of amusoments will be provaded 
and every effort made to extract money 
from the pockets, chiefly of the unwary 
bachelor. ‘The fete will be continued in 
the evening, and it is anticipated that a 

ly sum ‘will be realised for the excel- 
jent object for which tho entertainment is 
being given. The bands of both regiments 
wrll be present. 

‘The work of decoration of the City Hall 
for the St. Andrew's Ball is now activel 
proceeding, and this function will, from all 
T hear, bea great success this year. The 
invitations have been very freely giveu, 
and a largo attendance may be counted 
upon, 

THE GANG MURDER AND ROBBERY. 

‘The enquiry into the charge against the 
six prisoners arrested for betng, conceracd 
in the gang murder and robbery under 
arms in Burd Street is proceeding. It is 
to be hoped that the Police will be able to 
secure a conviction in this case. 


‘THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


There was little of interest in connection 
with the proceedings in the Legislative 
Council held on the 22nd inst. Beyond the 
first reading of an amending ordinance tothe 
Widows and Orphans’ Pensions’ Ordinance 
and of an Eviction Ordinance introduced to 
facilitate the recovey of possession of tene- 
ments and premises of small value, nothing 
was done except to pass the Bill amending 
the Vagrants’ Ordinance. The matters oc~ 
cupying the attention of the Finance Com- 
mittee were also of no public interest. 


FIRES IN VICTORIA. 

On the 28rd inst. there was quite a small 
epidemic of fire alarms. The first was given 
about 1230 am, in 86, Stanley Street, 
where through the overheating of a flue a 
beam became ignited. ‘The fre was soon 
extinguished. ‘The second outbreak, in a 





pork butcher's shop in West Street, occurred 
some two hours later, and arose: from a 
similar cause. It was also soon got under 
with little damage resulting. Not so, how- 
ever, with’ the third fire, which broke 
out about 11.45 p.m. at No. 64, Third 
Street, in connection with which a 
terrible tragedy was enacted. The house, 
a two-storied erection, was inhabited by 
seventeen persons, the rooms being parti- 
tioned off into cubicles. The fire originated 
on the ground floor, and the dames spread 
so rapidly that before assistance arrived 
no less than fifteen of the inmates were 
burned to death, two men, nine women, 
and four children falling victims to the 
flames, Must of them were sleeping on the 
upper storey and could not get dowostairs 
in time, probably through a desire to collect 
and save their property, Several of the 
women held bags ‘of money, and one corpse 
tightly clutched a bag containing $700, the 
savings, no doubt, of many years, An inquest 
‘on the bodies has been opened. 


FIRE AT STANLEY. 

Itis not often that any considerable fire 
occurs in the villages, but on Wednesday 
night one broke out in Stanley, which a3- 
sumed rather largeproportions. It originated 
about 7 pm. in a chandler’s shop, and, 
owing no doubt to the very dry weather, 
spread with great celerity to the adjoinin, 
houses, five of them being destroyed, an 
the flames were only arrested by the Police 
aided by the villagers pulling down one of 
the tenements. But for the prompt action 
of Inspector Baker and his men it is 
probable the groater portion of the village 
would have been lain in ashes, 


NAVAL NEWS. 


‘There is not much to record under this 
heading. The British flagship Centurion, 
after quite a long stay at Amoy, arrived 
hero on Wednesday morning, the 2ith inst., 
and will, suppose, lie here till Christmas 
atany rate. The Japanese battleship Yue 
shima left for Nagasaki the same morning, 
s0 thero was little opportunity of comparing 
the vessels. 

MmRs BAY, 


The publication by the Berliner Tageblatt 
of a translation of Li Hung-chang’s me- 
morial on naval and a, reform in 
China is in some senses timely. It seems 
that the veteran mandarin had fixed upon 
three ports to be fortified naval stations— 
Kiaochou Bay in the north, Namkuan in 
the centre, and Mirs Bay in the south. 
Germany ‘has, however, occupied Kino- 
chou, and it would not suit Great Britain, 
for several very obvious reasons, to have a 
Chinese fortified station at the back of the 
Kowloon hills. It is indeed absolutely es- 
sential for the proper defence of this port 
that we should hold Mirs Bay, seeing that a 
cruiser lying there could readily shell the 
city of Victoria and lay it in ruins 
without our getting in a single effec- 
tive reply to the enemy’s fire. Wheth- 
er the wily old Li is aware of this 
fact matters little; it is known at the 
Horse Guards in London. Mirs Bay and 
Deep Bay are included in the strip of 
territory on the mainland to which we look 
for a rectification of the frontier, and which 
we must have ere long. The occupation of 
Kiaochou by the German Squadron will, 
it is to be hoped, soon be followed by the 
removal of Mirs Bay from the area of dis- 
cussion of the sites for China’s fortified 
ports. As the, Daily Press suggests, the 
cession of this territory ouzht long siace to., 
have been exacted a3 some reparation for 
the Kuchéng massacre. I do not consider 
that the time has yet gone by for this. 
demand, for subsequent events have plaial, 
shown that the same spirit still exists, an¢ 
is being fostered by officials in some dis- 
tricts, 

THE DEFENCES OF THE CANTON RIVER. 
It is alleged by one .of the local Chinese 
pers that, alarmed by the eee ion of 

Kimochou by the Germans, the Viceroy at 
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sCanton-has summoned his Admiral 
xEleet to concert measures.to place the forts 
-at Bocca Tigris ina position to repel any 
Outside 2! ‘The forts are to be strenj 
Idbeied, the garrisons presumably svceue, 
sand:the armament may be augmented... But 
-shesutmost that the Viceroy, can do will not 
‘gitfice to Keep away the Germans if they are 
-bent on visiting Canton. ¢ 
bou"Efongkong, 27th November. 

4 ‘THE WEEK. 

Although there is still a dearth of actual 
* (mews we. have not been without sensations 
during the past week. The weather was 
sBeautiful: until yesterday, when it became 
c eons and ‘has since “ruled gloomy.” 
The Open Air. Féte held in the grounds 
»of Government .House on. Saturday Jast 
tproved in every. way successful. The 
‘attendance was very large,.the amusements 
provided popular, and ‘the sums wheedled 
Out of the. visitors eminently satisfactory. 
The amount realised for, the East End of 
London charities will probably reach nearly 


$2,000. 






ST. ANDREW'S BALL. 

‘The celebration of St, Andrew’s Day in 
this Colony on Tuesday ‘night was more 
than usually successful. The Ball at. the 
City Hall was very largely attended, nearly 

jousand , being ,assembled in its spacious 
rooms, ; The decorations were better than 
usual, though it is difficult now to introduce 
novelties, .the floors . were in splendid 
condition, and the supper was a sumptuous 
‘spread, and there was. nothing left to cavil 
at, Dancing was kept.up to a late hour. 

‘THE GOVERNOR-ELECT OF HONGKONG. 

‘The official announcement as to the suc- 
cession to Sir William Robinson has at last 
been made. Sir Henry Arthur Blake, 
K.CM.G., at present Governor of Jamaica, 
has been selected by. the Colonial Office to 
be the next Governor. ‘This is the appoint- 
ment for some time pet expected. : Sir 
Henry Blake is an able but generally under- 
stood to be a masterful le 
expected to leave for this Colony until 
March next, arid Sir William Kobinson will 
‘fot firoceed home until March, so the inter- 

i-willibe short, Text yest, we shall 
anew,Goxernor, anew admiral, a new 
iment. The latter 
sbefore the end of this 
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eat sympathy is felt. A subscription bas 
started for Mrs. Wylie, and already 
exceeds $5,000. 
DEATH OF A FRENCH CONSUL. 
By the death of M Imbault-Huart, French 
asl at Canton, which occurred early on 
the mourning of the 29th ult., at the Peak 
Hospital, the French Consuler Service has 
sustained a great loss, the deceased gentle- 
‘man being an accomplished schola= and a 
well-known sinologue. M. Huar: was.suf- 
fering from abscess: of the liver, and came 
to this Colony recently for advice and nurs- 
ing at the Peak Hospital. . Medical science 
unhappily could do nothing for him, and he 
died at the early age of forty, leaving a 
widow and several. children now in France. 
‘He was buried with military honours. After 
an impressive ceremony at the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral, the procession left for 
the cemetery at Wong Nei Cheong. A firing 
from the West Yorkshire ‘iment 
fed it, followed by the band playing 
the “Dead March” in Saul. Then came 
the hearse, followed by the Consuls in full 
uniform and the Governor's and General's 
A.D.C._ These were succeeded by officers 
representing, all the forces, detachments of 
all arms, and a small body of sailors. from 
the French sexo, Comite, the rear being 
brought uj the sisters and children from 
the Asile de Ia Ste, Enfance at Wanchai. 


REPORTED AGREEMENT 10 PARTITION 
CHINA. 

The sensation of the week has been 
the publication of a reported intention on 
the part of Russia, France, and Germany 
to practically commence the dismember- 
ment of the Chinese Empire. A letter or 
telegram was received by a well-known 
resident from the North to the effect that 
the Powers in question had mutually agreed 
on 2 policy by which Germany is to retain 
the port of Kiaochou and ultimately acquire 
the whole of Shantung; Russia is to annex 
Corea and M: i ‘such portions 












of the North-west of China as seem desirable | Sook, 


in rectifying her frontier; while France is 
to dispossess Japan of Formosa and take 
Fukien from China, This seems a la 

order, and the Iatter portion sounds specially 
unlikely, inasmuch as the French would 
thereby needlessly arouse the hostility of 
both Great Britain and Japan. Whatever 
substratum of truth there.may be in the 
first part of the report, I.caunot.credit the 
Intter. France would, I. believe, very 
much like to annex Yunnan, which borders 
Indo-China, andshe has a decided inclination 
for. Hainan, which has lately been explored 
by Frenchmen, but Ido not fancy she 
mould care to acquire Formosa and Fukien 


id | atthe cast-of-a big svar, zupless indeed their 


seizure was designed to provoke a decisive 
conflict for the supremacy in these waters. 
There is no ‘doubt, however, after’ making 
‘alfowaiices ° for ‘possible Vexaggeration, 
‘a ‘great ‘change Nas'“come’ “over the 
of the “eadinig.:"Powe 

nd “that: they /feltiér intend :to 
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future, nor~do’ they imeati:t0 ‘allow Chinese. 
rights, or, claims, to, stand ,in,,the way of 
Western interests... Moreover, they are 
‘evidently’ ‘resolved that Chi 
Jonger remain closed to'the oiite: 
they have'detetmined to pat 
‘anid: for -all,. to the 
inese. Goverament 
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spatched. to the. office of. the, Association 
in London..-I. trust that the Foreign Office 
will awake to.the necessity,.in,any. case, of 
secirring this Colony., against all possible 
Aggression both by immediate fortification 
of ‘the southern: side” ofthe island and by 
increasing. the. garrison. : Havi 
the absolute necessity:for’ 
ree, the ace ion of 
of Victoria, ‘and:bearing: 
tance from any base, the minimiam garrison 
of this Colony oughty.at least, to be tea 
thousand men of all arms. 
THE NAVY LEAGUE AND THE DEFENCE OF 
HONGKONG. 

‘Yesterday, at the, annual meeting of the 
local: branch of the Navy League (at which 
the President, Secretary, and. other officers 
werere-clected), aresolution was unanimous 
ye carried to the -effect that whereas 

fongkong’s vital parts. (docks, coal stores, 
etc.,) are within range (with modern advance) 
from several. points ‘beyond its present 
borders, and within dangerously easy raid- 
ing distance -of .non-British territory, it is, 
in the interests of the Navy, imperative to 
extend the boundaries of:the Colony. with- 
out further delay, and’ that the Navy 
League should do its, utmost to stimulate 
the Government to action before it is too 
late. - It was also, decided .that.,thé. only 

racticable scheme of .Navy, Reserve in 

fougkong was to give a small yearly re- 
taining fee to Chinese. stokers’ employed 
in the port, who could be trained as reserve 
ene on the torpedo and harbour defence 
vessels. 


‘Having regard to 
leaving: the fleet 









ANOTHER FIRE 
occurred at 7.15 am. on the 28th ult. in No. 
122, Second Street, ‘The fire originated on 
the first floor, as so many:do, by. the upset 
ting of a kerosene lamp. ‘The Fire Brigade 
were however, soon on the spot. and .soon 
succeeded in checking the flames. ‘The oc- 
cupants, panicstricken, no doubt, by the 
fate of the fifteen people in Burd Street; the 
other day, fled {rom the place, leaving their 

\-and a safe containing some $600, all 
of which were fortunately saved. 


' NAVAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Under this heading I have little to. chro- 
nicle this week. The appointment of Vice- 
Admiral Sir Edward Hobart Seymour, K.C, 
B., to succeed Admiral Buller in the com- 
mand of the squadron in China waters has 
been announced. Admiral Buller goes 
home, and the new Admiral will meet the 
Centurion in Singapore next month and 
hoist his flag there. ‘The German cruiser 
Irene left here on the ‘27thiult,, for the 
North, probably for Kinochou: ‘The British 
dispatch boat Alacrity, dmiral Sir 
Alexander Buller on board, arrived here 
yesterday froin Swatow. ‘The Peacock will 
probably leave here for Swatow to-day. 


LIFE IN THE INTERIOR OF KUANGTUNG, 
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(FROM OUR- OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
sealer ete 
PRINCESS MARY ADELAIDE 

will be very sincerely mourned by many 
hundreds of English men‘and women.’ Her 
interest. in all philanthropic movements 
was very genuine, and so far as her. means 
—which were not great for a royal princess 
—would allow she gave generously in 
money as well as personal work and in- 
fluence. Her affability, too, endeared her 
very greatly to all that large class who are 
made happy by a kindly word from a royal 
personage. It is at her‘own wish that she 
Is to be buried in the precincts of Windsor 
Castle. ‘The Queen, of course, will not be 
present at the funeral, as she will not have 
returned from Balmoral ; but the obsequies 
will, it is understood, be fully on the seale 
due'to the first cousin of the Queen and 
mother of a future Queen Consort. 


FRANCE AND WEST AFRICA, 

Not much excitement has been caused 
in London by the ill-judged “semi-official 
note” issued by the French Government 
aday or two ago on the subject of West 
Africa: It is regarded asa mere piece of 
bluff intended to extort territorial con- 
cessions from Great Britain in West Africa ; 
and there is very general satisfaction at 
the indications that Lord Salisbury is not 
inclined to be so compliant in this cise 
as we were in the case of Siam. The 
latest news from: Paris is that the French 
and English Delimitation Commissioners 
have come to some agreement as to the 
‘basis of deliberations ; but as there is no 
indication that the French have modi- 
fied their impracticable proposals, this 
agreement probably does not extend very 
far. Meanwhile, however, the Imperial 
forces are making rapid progress towards 
Borgu, and the British territory in 
which’ France has been endeavouring 
to obtain a foothold will soon be in 
thoroughly “effective” British occupation. 
Mr. Labouchere, I sce, surmises that this 
little trouble with France is the outcome 
of a desire on the part of the Court Part; 
in this country to ‘make it up wit 
Germany,” but asa matter of fact it is 
France which has tried apparently to pick 
a quarrel with England and not England 
with France. The menacing semi-otticial 
note in which it is intimated that “means 
will be taken to foil the tactics” of the 
British Government has been and no doubt 
‘will continue to be passed over in dignified 
silence. It will not provoke a reply, and 
‘at the same time it will not prevent us 
from taking adequate measures to safe- 
guard our interests in West Africa. 

IN POLITICS 

the campaign of the recess is getting 
alittle more lively. We have had a 
series of political speeches from Liberal 
and Conservative leaders this waek, and 
we have had. by-election in the Barnsley 
Division of Yorkshire, where Mr. Walton, 
the Liberal candidate, has polled very 
neatly twice as many’ votes us his Con- 
servative opponent. It has, of course, 
always been «Radical constituency. At the 
just General Election Earl Compton, now 
the Marquis of Northampton, had a ma- 
jority of more than 2,000 and the only hope 
Hf the Conservatives in this by-election lay 
in the fact that it was a three-cornered 
fight. But in spite of the fact that Pete 
Curran, the ‘Independent Labour” 
candidate, polled just over a thousand 
yotes, the Conservative candidate could 
not get within three thousand of the 
successfu! Radical. It certainly looks as 
if there were something of a Liberal 
reaction in the constituencies, though what 
has cause | it beyond the apparently inevit~ 
able swing of the pendulum it would be 
difficult to say: ‘There are, however,"two 
mote ‘by-elections pending—both for Con- 
sorvative ~ seatgjand when ‘these have 




















been fought it will be easy to judge the 
state of mind of the constituencies. 


JUDICIAL CHANOES. 


One of the pending elections is for a 
metropolitan: constituency — Deptford — 
whose member, Mr. Charles Darling, ¢.c., 
has just. been elevated to the Bench—an 
appointment which, while it was only 
rumoured, provoked an indignant remon- 
strance from the Times. Mr. Darling, the 
Times pointed out in effect, is a very nice 
fellow and a smart politician, but he has no 
claim to be considered a great Inwyer, and 
his appointment can only be regarded as a 
politcal job, ‘There seems, howorer, to 

1 disposition on the part of some of our 
great Inwyers to refuse judgeships. The 
Mastership of the Rolls, before it was 
accepted by Lord Ludlow, was offered in 
turn, it is understood, to Sir Richard 
Webster and Sir Eaward Clarke. Sir 
Edward has been telling his constituents 
that he prefers representing them in 
Parliament to taking the third Judicial 
office in the Kingdom; but one cannot 
help thinking that if it were devotion to 
politics which induced Sir Edward Clarke 
to scorn the Mastership of the Rolls, he 
would not a year or two ago havo ‘re- 
fused the Solicitor-Generalship rather than 
abandon his private practice. Sir Edward’s 
private practice is no doubt worth consider- 
ably more than the salary paid to tho 
Master of the Rolls. The promotion of 
Mr. Tustico Vaughan Williams to be 
a Lord Justice of Appeal is universally 
regarded as well deserved. 








‘THE ENGINEERING STRIKES. 


Mr. Ritchie has not up to the present 
been very successfal in his well-meant 
efforts to settle the disastrous dispute 
in the Engineering ‘Trade. Poth sides 
express themselves perfectly willing to 
enter into the proposed conference, 
but the masters on the one side, and 
the men on the other impose conditions 
which destroy all hopes of an agreement. 
‘Tho dispute is, in fact, one in which th re 
hardly a possibility of compromise. One 
jor the other must give way entirely, 
and unfortunately it appears that neither 
sido has yet suffered severely enough to bo 
inclined for an unconditional surrender. 
Consequently the trade of the country has 
to suffer still further. Meanwhile the con- 
viction has been growing that the masters 
are right in their contention that foreign 
competition will not allow them to concede 
the eight-hours day. Consequently it will 
in the end be the men who must give way. 











THE SILVER QUESTION. * 
Speaking at Bristol last night Sir Michacl 
Hicks Beach laid down with admirable 
lucidity and the utmost frankness the 
attitude of tho Government on the silver 
tuostion. His position was one of no littlo 
ifficulty. Personally he is of course a 
thoroughly convinced monometallist.  In- 
deed in all economic questions he is as 
orthodox from the Cobilenic point of view as 
Lord Farrer himself. But not only is he suro 
of having a large proportion of bimetallists 
in any Conservative gathering which he 
may address, but among his colleagues in 
the Cabinet are several pronounced 
metallists, including the First Lord of the 
Treasury. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
is therefore bound always to speak with 
the utmost respect of the bimetallic heresy ; 
and he was careful to explain that it was 
not as monometallists that the British 
Government had rejected the bimetallic 
proposals of the United States and France. 
But the Government of India has strongly 
‘opposed the reopening of the Indian mints 
tothe free coinage of silver, and has an- 
nounced a scheme for the re-establishment 
of the gold standard in Indias. Even the 
bimetallists in the Government are not all 
in favour of compelling the Government of 











India‘ to -adopt a currency policy to which 








it is opposed. And therefore the Cabinet 
is unanimous in rejecting the French and 
American proposals. 

THE NEW BLUECOAT SCHOOL. 

On Saturday the Prince of Wales Inid 
tho foundation’ stone of the new school 
buildings of Christ’s Hospital at Horsham. 
Soon, therefore, the blue-conted, yellow- 
stockinged, hatless boys will cease tube 
seen in the streets of London and the fine 
old buildings in Newgate Street will in. all 
probability be mzed tothe ground.” When 

st session an effort was made to save 
them and a question was asked in the 
House of Commons, the reply of the 
First. Commissioner of Works was that 
the buildings were modern. ‘This, how- 
ever, was a very sweeping assertion, 
It is true that Christ's Hospital has not 
the hoary antiquity of the Charterhouse, 
whose old school-house is now occupied by 
the Merchant Taylors’ School, but. parts of 
the old Christ's Hospital are, ‘nevertheless, 
genuine and most interesting relies of Old 
London, and in the whole building thero 
has beon little or no alteration since the 
days of Coleridge and Lamb and Leigh 
Hunt. It is to be hoped, therefore, that 
an effort will be made to swe part at lenst 
of the picturesque old Iandmark. 

29th October. 

















Peking Gazettes. 








ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTE, 
Specially translated for the North-China 
Herald. 


20th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) As Ming Hui is now encamped with 
his regiment at ‘the Southern Hunting- 
Park his pst of Lieutenaut-Goneral of the 
Bordered. Whice Mongol Banwer is tem- 
porarily yiveu to Kuan Hsiang. 

(2) Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Vice oy of Szechuo, 
is command d to give up his post 
come up to Peking.where hy is to await 
furth-e einployinent. ‘The Viceroysiip 
tis vacated is hereby given ‘to Li Ping- 
hény, avw Governor uf Shantuny, but 
prior to his arrival at Chéngtu, the Vice- 
tuyahip of Szechuan is to be administered 
ad interim by Kung Shou, Tartar General 
of the said provinces of Szechua 

(8) Chang Ju-mei, Provincial Treasurer 
of Suensi, is hereby promoted to be Go- 
vernor of Shantung vice Li Ping-héng, pro- 
mote to the Viceroyalty of Szechuvn, 

30th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With reference to the penalties to be 
administered to the persons implicated in 
the charges of attempted bribery and fraud 
exposed by the Censors Chang Chung-yi 
and Sung Peh-la the other d:y, we have 
this day received the report of the Board of 
Civil Appointments thereon which is given 
as follows :—For his inability to keep 
‘a proper restraint upon the y-tunger mem- 
bers of his family, Hsieh Yun-shéng, 
President of the Board of Panishments, 
must suffer the degradation of three 
steps of rank and be transferred to a lower 
st; Tang Mény, First Cla-s Secretary 
in the Bord of Ponishinents, who has 
been found guilty of trying to sereen his 
superior officer's faulis, is hereby degraded 
fone step in rank but isto be kept in 
original post, As for the other officials 
who have been found culpalle in one wy 
or another in trying the said charges and 
in questioning the witnesses, ‘etc. the 

walties rec mended hy theabove-named 
Board, which ure hereby confirmed, ure th t 












































Ying ‘Jui and Yung Ch'éng-jan, First 
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Class Secretaries in the Board of Punish- 
ments, are to be fined a whole year’s salary ; 
Sung Kuei, former (Manchu) President of 
the Board’ of Punishments, lately trans- 
ferred to be acting President of th« Board 
of Works; A K‘é-tan, Senior (Manchu) 
Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments;.Li Tuan-fén, former Senior (Chi- 
tuese) Vice-President of the same Board, 
lately transferred to the Director-General- 
ship of the Imperial Granaries ; Wéu Lin, 
Junivr (Manchu) Vice-President «f the 
Board of Punishments, and Hai Shu-min, 
former Junior (Chinese) Vice-President of 
the same Board, now transferred to be 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Works—all the above-named high «flicers 
ure to be penalised by being fined six 
months’ salary. Finally, Hsieh Chen, First 
Clxns Compiler of the Grand Secretariat, is 
to be fined nive months’ salary. None of 
the above-named penalties shall be allowed 
to be commuted by the setting off of good 
marks. 

(2) Lilsi-lien, Provincial Judge of Kuei- 
chou, is promoted to be Provincia! Trea- 
surer of Shensi tice Chany Ju-mei promoted 
ty the Governorship of Shantu»g, and Yi 
Héng, (Manchu) Taotai of the Kuei-Hsi 
Intendancy of Kueichou province, is hereby 
promoted to the Judgeship vacsted by the 
said Li He ne 

(3) KueiLin (Manchu) is appointed Taotai 
of the Kuei-Hsi Intendaney of Kueichou 
vice Yii Héng promoted to the Judgeship 
‘of the said province. 

Ast October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) LinoShou-héng is appointe President 
of the Board of Punishments rics Hsiich 
Yiin-sheng degraded for misdemeanours, 
and Hwi Shu-min is appointed Preside: 
of the Court of Censors rice Lino Shou-héng 
promoted us abore, 

(2) sii Bui-feng is hereby transferred 
to be Junior Vice-Presilent af the Board 
of Rites, and T! Ching-ch'ung is ap- 
pene Junior Vice-President of the same 

ard. 



































(8) With referenco to the memorial of 
the Comptroliers-Genwral of the Imperial 
Household Department recommending the 
repairing of the various Rest Houses out 
side the city of Peking, which must. be 
used by us in our tours outside the capital, 
we hereby command Ch‘i Hsiu and Shih 
Shu to make « careful examination of the 
various places and report to us the amount 
required to put them in a proper condition. 

2nd October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hsit Shu-min is commanded to give 
up at once his post of Literary Chancellor 
of Chékiang province and coms up to Peking 
to take over his new post of President of 
the Court of Censors. _ Lu Pao-chung, Sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, is 
hereby commanded to go t» Haugchow to 
take over the sid Hsii Shu-min’s post. 

(2) As Hsii Shu-min will take a little 
time in coming up to Peking to take over 
his new appointment of President of the 
Court of Cens-rs, we hereby command sii 
Ying-k'uei to act as President of the said 
Court pro tem. 

(8) Lixo Shou-héng is commended to 
continue to act as acting President of the 
Board of War until further orders. 

(4) Usii Hui-feng is commanded to act 
as Acting Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites in addition to his other 
duties. 

(5) We have received the memoria! of 
Wang Wen-shao,. Viceroy of Chili, report- 
ing that owing to the percefulness of the 
river gods th Yungting River and theGrand 
Canal have, during the past autumn, been 
singulntly free from overflow and other 
mishaps, ete, We feel grateful, to the 
gods for their aid and hereby command 
that ten great Tibetan incense sticks be 
bestowed upon the Dragon gods of the 

















River and Canal, and that-the snid Vice- 

roy shall send the ssid incense sticks 

tothe Taotai of the Yungting Intendancy 

wh» shall offer them at the Dragon temple 

on our behalf in token of our gratitude. 
3rd October. 

No papers of interest. 

4th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES 

(1) Chi En (Manchu) is hereby appointed 
prefec> of Shaohsing prefecture, Chékiang 
province. 

(2) Appointing « large number of officials 
to the Metropolitan ad Provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(8: On the Ist instant the official As- 
sembly Room, situated within the third 
courtyard of the Palace precincts, got on 
fire resulting in the destruction of over a 
dozen large and small rooms us d as offices. 
As the high Court «flicials on duty at the 
time and the Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie managed to extinguish the 
conflagration befure it could destroy any 
of the Palace» buildings, we hereby approve 
their work by commending their sctivi- 
ty, and further order the ssid Command- 
ant to send us a list of the names of the 
most active amongst the officers and men 
of his force who exerted themselves during 
the fire in order that we may reward them. 
As for the officers and men on guard at the 
time of the conflagration the said Com- 
mandant shall make an 
send the culprits to the Househuld Depart- 
ment to be dealt with. 


5th October. 
DMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With reference to the celebration of 
the birthday anniversary of H.I.M, the 
Ewmpress-Dowager on the 10th day of the 
10th mouth (4th November), we have re- 
ceived her Majesty's commands that the 
said celebrations are to be made at Eho 
Park. On that dey we shall personally 
present to her Majesty our address of 
congratulation on tue. felicitous event. 
‘Two days before that day (2nd November) 
we shall entertain the Princes and Minis- 
ters of our Court st a banquet in the 
Jenshou Palac-, and her Majesty, th 
Empress, will entertain the Ladies of the 
Jat, the Princesses and the wives of 
Ministers at th- same Palace on the day 
following, or 3rd of November The 
cerem-ni-s, ete., to be obs rved on these 
occasions are to be settled upon and re- 
ported speedily ts us. 

(2) We hereby command Princes Kun, 
and Ching t+ consult with the Boa 
of Rites and the Imperial Household De- 
partment as to whit ceremonies shall 
bs observed at the celebrations at Eho 
Park on the 4th of November next. 






























Gth Oct--ber 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We are deeply g-ieved at heari 
the death of Pa-k'é tan-pu, ex-Senior Vieo- 
President of the Board of War, who died 
yesterday, acconling to the report of the 
deceased wfiicial’s family. He had always 
been em-loyel at the Capital and had 
risen to the rank of a Comptroller-General 
of the Imperial Household Department 
when he was compe'led to resign owing to 
old age, and through all his service with us 
he “always proved himself capable and 
energetic in his duties. By extraordinary 
act 1f grace we hereby cuinmand that his 
obsequies shall be conducted in accordance 
with his rank of a Vice-President of a 
Board and that all black marks against his 
name be erased from the records. As for 
his eldest son Chi Min, who at present 
holds the rank of a Second Class Secretary 
in te Imp-rial H-uschold Department, 
we hereby gr-ciously promote him to th 
rik of a First lass See-etary in the said 
Department which he is to assume as soon 
as he shall have gone through the usual 























term of mourning (109 days—Translator), 





(2) With regard to_the niemorial of Lu 
Ch'uan-lin, Retiring Viceroy of Szechuan, 
recommending one Wén Hai (Manchu) to 
fill the post of sub-prefect of Chinghai 
department, the said Viceroy lias been 
calpable of breach of ‘etiquette and negli- 
gence in writing Wen Hai's name Wén 
Huan, The said Viceroy is therefore 
handed over to the Board for the usual 
penalty. 





7th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Court of Sacrificial Wor-hip 
having reported that the first month of 
Autumn falls on the Ist day of the 
10th mouth (vis: 26th October), ‘we 
hereby announce that we intend to 4o 
personally to the Ancestral Temple to 
rserifice on that day, while Po-Ching is 
commanded to worship at the resr altars. 
We also appoint Ying Chiin to worship at 
the Eas'ern minor altars, while Huang 
Yung-an shall worship at the Western 
altars on this occasion. 

(2) On the occasion of the Empress- 
Dowager’s birthday anniversary festivities, 
the Ist of November (7th day 10th month) 
has been set aside for special sacrifices nt 
the Ancestral Temple. We hereby appoint 
Prince Chéng to supervise the sacrifices 
at the said ‘Temple on that day. 

8th October. 
No papers of interest. 
9th October. 
DIPERIAL DECREE. 

‘Ta‘ai Chiin in hereby appointed Taotai 
of ths Su-Sung and Ti Tatendancy of 
Kiangsu province (Shanghai Taotaiship— 
Translator). 











Meetings 





‘THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 





At n meoting of the Council held in the 
Board Room, No, 23, Kiangso Road, 
Shanghai, on Wednesday, the Ist Decei: 
ber, 1897, at 4 p.m. 

Present :—Messrs. A. R. Burkill (Chair 
man), F. Anderson, J. 8. Fi EB. A. 
Hewett, Rev. J. R. Hykes, J. Prentice, Mf. 
Rohde,’ J. Weich, H, P. Wilkinson, ‘and 
the Acting Secretury. 


The Summons calling the meeting is taken 
an read. 


The Minutes of last meeting are read, 
confirmed, signed by the Chairman, and 
passed for publication, 


Cash Statement for the past week i 
submitted, and cheques for sundry ac- 
counts are sigued. 


Retwrn of Prisoners npprehonded and 
police daily reports for the past week are 
submitted. 


Secretariat—Letter from the Secretary, 
Mr. Thorburn, is read, tendering his re- 
signation, With reference t+ the same,” 
the following resolution is proposed by the 
Chsirman, esconded by the Vise-Chairraan, 
and unanimously adopted :— 

“In accepting the resignation of the 
Secretary, Mr. Thorburn, the members of 
the Council desire to place on record the 
sincere regret with which they now witness 
the rererance of a connection which has 
been of such long standing aud of 80 great 
benefit to the entire community. of this 
Settlement. They wish to express, in- 
disidually and collectively, their sincere 
appreciation of Mr. Thorburn’s high. per- 
sonal qualities and of the value of the 
se-vices rendered by him during the 20 
years in which he has held te appoint- 
ment of Secretary to the Council.” : 
+ Mr. J. 0. P. Bland, Acting Secretary, is 
appointed Secretary ‘to ‘the Council, the 
appointment dating from the Ist iustant. 
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Volunteers—Resignation and_ Leave.— 
The following correspondence is ordered 
to be published :— 


‘Shanghai Volunteer Corps, 
Head-Quarters, 
Shanghai, 30th November, 1897. 

Srp,—I have the honour to inform you that 
Lieutenant Porter of the Light Horse having 
returned from leave of absence resigns his 
commission under Rule 38 of the 8.V.C. 
Regulations. 

Captain W. D. Little, “A” Company, has 
applied for one months lave of ab-ence from 
the 3rd of December, 1897, and 1 have to ask 
you to be guod enough to graut him his 
‘application. 

















Tam, Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
B. A. CLaRke, 
Major 8.V.0. 
To A. R. Buaxit, Esq. 
Chairman, Shanghai Municipal Council, 
‘Municipal Council, 


Shanghai, Ist December, 1897. 
Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter of 30th ultimo, addres- 
ted to the Chairman, announcing the resigna- 
tion of Lieutenant Porter and further stating 
that Captain W. D. Little has applied for one 
month's leave. 
‘In categorical reply thereto, Iam directed 
to say, that the Council receives Lieutenant 
Porter's resignation with regret, and has 




















Pleasure in grantig Captain Little the leave 
¢ desires, 
Lam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. O. P. Buaxn, 
Acting Secretary. 


To Mejor Bronte A. Cuarke, 
‘Commanding S.V.0. 
(Note :—Cuptain Close is »ppointed Ad- 
jutant with the rank of Captain, 8.V.C.) 
Volunteers—Blection of Commandant, 
ete—The following correspondence is 
ordered to by published :— 


Shanghai Volunteer Corps, 
‘Hend-Quarters, 
Shanghai, Ist December, 1897. 
‘Smm,—I have the honour to inform you that 
at an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Corps held last evening in the Municipal 
Council Board Room, at which » very large 
number of the members were present, Dir. 
Cecil Holliday was unanimously elected 
Commandant of the 8.V.C. I have therefore 
to ask the Couneil to be good enough to con- 
firm the appointment, and to graut him his 
commission in accordance therewith, 











Tam, Sic, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
B. A. Crankry 
‘Major 8.V.C. 
To, A. R. Bonxrtt, Es 


Chairman, Shanghai ‘Municipal Council. 


‘Municipal Council, 
‘Shanghai, Ist December, 1897. 
Sun,—The Council having been ofcially 
notified of your election to the post of Major 
Commanding the Shanghai Volunteer Corps, 
Thave now the honour, as directed, toconvey 
to you the Council's satisfaction at the re- 
ceipt of this intimation, and to 
herewith enclosed, your commission, duly 
signed by the Chairman. 
Fram further instructed to inform you that 
Captain C. A. G. Close has been appointed 
by the Council to the vacant adjatantey of 
the Corps. A letter to bis address, inform- 
ing him of this appointment and enclosing 














his commission is now enclosed. I am to 
ask that you may forward this cover to Cap- 
tain Close, who n requested to report 





to you for duty at his early convenience. 
Thave the honour to be, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
J. 0. P. Braxp, 
Acting Secretary. 
‘To Major Crom W. Houzrpay, 
~~ Commanding Shanghai Volunteer Corps. 











Local Lotteries.—The following corres- 

pondence is ordered to be published :— 
Municipal Council, 
Shanghai, 27th November, 1897. 

Stm,—The Captain Superintendent of Police 
has reported to the Council thata lottery bas 
heen started under the name of the ttle 
Beneficencia Company” and that advertise- 
ments have appeared in the native news- 
papers regarding it. I enclose a specimen 
ticket, whereon are given the terms of the 
lottery and the names of the agents, who, I 
am informed, are German subjects. 

As these lotteries doa great deal of harm 
and have a most demoralising effect uron the 
natives, I have the honour to enquire whether 
you will take the necessary steps to have the 
lottery closed and the sals of the tickets 
stopped. 








Tam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. R. Borxr. 
Chairman, 
‘To Dr. O. Srvenet, 
Consul-General for Germany. 


Shanghai, 29th November, 1897. 
Srm,—With reference to your letter of the 
QTth ‘inst. regarding lotteries started by 
ts I have the houour to inform 
‘a notice, of which I enclose a copy 
will be published in the Shanghoi papers. 
From that notice you will see that no 
Germans are allowed to start lotteries. 
Messrs. are informed 
accordingly. 
Lam, Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
0. SrvenEt, 
Consul-General for Germany. 


To A. R. BuRKILL, 
Chairman of the 


Senior Consul.—The annexed correspon- 
dence is ordered to be published :— 
Shanghai, 29th November, 1897, 
Sm,—I have the honour to inform you 
that I shall be absent from Shanghai a short 
time and that Mr. H. Uriarte, Consul-General 
for Spain, has kindly consented to act as 
Senior Consul during my absence. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
0. Stveset, 
Consul-General for Germany 
and Senior Consul. 
To A. R. Borkitt, Esq., 
Chairman of the Municipal Council. 








Es 
Municipal Council 





Municipal Council, 
Shanghai, Ist December 1897. 

Sm,— [have the honour to acknowledge 

receipt of your communication of the 29th 

ult, informing me that you will bo absent 

from Shanghai for a short time and (hat Mr. 

H, de Uriarte, Consul-General for Spain, 

will act as Senior Consul during your 
absence, 











Tam, Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
A. R. Boren, 
Chairman. 


To Dr. O. SrvEsEL, 

Consul-General for Germany, 
‘and Senior Consul. 

New Road.—It is resolved that the 

new road now being made between the 

Fearon and Woosung Roads, North of the 

Council’s ew depét, be hereafter 

named the ‘ Rifle Range Koad.” 
Resolution approved. 


The Mecting then adjourns. 





‘The following reports are submitted, and 
ordered to be published with the foregoing 
minutes. 

Police Return of apprehensions, ete» 
made by the Municipal Police during the 
week ending the 4th day of December, 
1897: 


|. Gambling 





Offences. No. of appre- 


‘hensions, 
Breach of Municipal Regulations , 
Burgla: 

Forions ridiog or driving 












Ill treating women or children . 
Larceny from dwellings, ete. 
Miscellaneous eases 

iethn Licenses suspended 
iesha Licenses confiscated . 
Wheelbarrow Licenses suspended. 
Beggars, Hawkers and Ragpickers 














Total nuimber of persons coming under 

the notice of Police . 1,122 
Chinese dead bodies found in streets,” 1 
Stray dogs captured .... 2 


Dosanp Macgeyzre, 
Captain Superintendent. 








Cattle in Native Dairies,—Return of 
ep at the native dairies, 30th 





mous hie 


jereasa of $1 head during 


| 


aL 
3 885 





_ Su,—Alll the dairies mentioned have been 
inspected weekly during November. 

The animals all appeared in good health 
and condition. 

Municipal Dairy Regulations have been 
banded te all native owners, the reaalt. being 
that a meeting was called for the 20th Nov., 
to consult abuut the acceptance of Municipal 
licenses and the means to be employed to 
comply, as far as possible, with the Regula 
tions. 

While in favour of the license the small 
dairy owners are also in favour of having one 
or tivo large dairy premises: divided between 
thein, according to their needs, while the 
larger and more sanitary dairy owners prefer 
to remain in their present places. 


Lam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Jous Cunisrre, 
Inspector, 








‘Dr. Hexpensox, 
‘Medical Officer of Healtb, Shanghai. 
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THE YAH LOONG COTTON 
SPINNING CO., LD. 


pickets 

The first ordinary meeting of share- 
holders in this company was held on Wed- 
nesday afternoon at the offices of the Russo- 
Chinese Bank, Mr. J. S. Fearon presided 
and there were also present :—Messrs. A 
Werth, Wang Kiah Zur (Directors), W. A. 
C, Platt (Legal Adviser), C. W. Wrightson, 
H. W. Daniel, Collingwood, Wehrung, 
Rodewald, A-hee, Hung-kee, and Soey 


Foong. 

‘Mr, C. W. Wrightson having been ap- 
pointed secretary to the meeting, the 
Chairman said :—Gentlemen,—This meet- 
ing is purely a formal one, and is called 
to conform with the Hongkong Ordinance, 
which requires that a meeting shall be 
held within four months of the formation 
of the Company. On taking over the 
mill from Chang Kee we hed many difi- 
culties to contend with, especially in the 
reorgenisation of the system of working 
from the practically Chinese metliods that 
then prevailed, I am glad to say that 
this difficulty has now been overcome, and 
everything is running smoothly. AS we 
expected, all of the spinning machinery 
required extensive overhauling, and this 
is now being gradually done ‘under the 
superintendence of a new fitter lately 
arrived from England. On going into the 
question of the extension of the mill, it 
hias been found that no addition to ‘the 
building is necessary, as by a rearrange- 
ment of the present machinery and replac- 
ing a portion of the ring frames in the 
upper story, the number of spindles can 
be increased to about 20,500, at a very 
moderate outlay. The quality of the yarn 
we produce, I am pleased to say, is sat 
isfactory and the prices obtained compare 
favourably with those current for the pro- 
duct of the other mills under foreign 
management, The result of the first year's 
working of the company will be known 
to us hy October next, and I therefore 
propose :— 

“That the first Annual General Meoting 
of the Company should be held in October, 
1898, here or in such other place in 
Shanghai as the Board shall appoint.” 

Mr. Wehrung seconded, and the resolu- 
tion was carried unanimously. The pro- 
coedings terminated with a vote of thanks 
to the general managers, proposed by Mr. 
Wehrun 














THE CHARTERED BANK OF 
INDIA, AUSTRALIA, AND 
CHINA. 
—_.+__ 


(From the Money Market Review of the 
23rd of October, 1897.) 

An extraordinary general meeting of the 
shareholders of this company, for the 
purpose of declaring an interim dividend 
for the half-year, was held on Wednesday, 
at the Cannon-street Hotel; Mr. John 
Howard Gwythor presiding. 

Mr. Caleb Lewis (sub-manager) having 
read tho notice calling the meeting, 

‘The chairman said: Gentlemen, six 
months have elapsed since we last 
assembled in this room. Upon that 
occasion we presented for your approval 
Our balaneo-sheet. for the year 1806, and 
sou were quite satisfied with the result of 
our working. To-day we only ask you 
to approve of an interim dividend, which 
the directors consider is fully jus‘ified by 
the outcome of the operations for 1897, so 
far as they have eventuated. What may 
he the actunl result of the current year we 
cannot, of course, prognosticate, but we 
trust ab our annual meeting in April that 
the profit and loss account will be satisfac- 
tory. _I would call your pointed attention 
to the increasing difficulties attending the 
working of our. business, through the 








erratic course of exchange. and silver, 
and the difficulty of disgnosing the 
position, even from day to day. As 
you may well imagine, the burdens 
upon the shoulders of our chief manager 
and his colleagues at the branches are ever. 
increasing, and we owe them a special 
debt of gratitude for their intelligent as- 
siduity during exceptioually trying times. 
(Applause,) When I last addressed you 
T referred to the gloomy condition of affairs 
in India, and commiserated the rulers of 
that country upon two evils which they 
had to encounter—famine and plague—and 
to these two troubles must now be added 
war. The first mentioned is rapidly dis- 
appearing, owing to a beneficent rainfall. 
je second has been vigorously handled 
and partially conquered, but we can scarcely 
hope that it has been eradicated —at avy 
rate we will earnestly trust that Calcutta 
will remain free from the scourge, as, if the 
disease obtained a footing there, it would 
probably, owing to the geographical posi- 
tion and the insalubrious condition of 
the city, produce far more serious con- 
seyttences than has been the ase in Bombay 
and other towns in Western India, As 
regards the third, we have every reason 
to expect that’ in a few weeks our 
soldiers will be returning to their several 
cantonments, after having accomplished 
the task set before them. You can well 
imagine that these abnormally adverse 
conditions have seriously upset the financial 
rogramme of the Government of India. 
Tiveir balances have been depleted to an 
unusual extent, owing to a lessened revenue 
and increased military expenditure, and we 
have witnessed this autumn what I believe 
has not been the case since the days of the 
Mutiny—not merely a stoppage of Coun: 
bills, but the remittance to India by the 
Government of « crore of rupees. The 
present position is fraught with difficulty 
to the banking and commercial community. 
Since the mints were closed and silver im- 
ported only as a commodity, the trade of 
the country has had to rely for relief from 
monetary tension upon the weekly purchase 
of Council bills. ‘That avenue is now closed, 
I fear, for several weeks further, and I 
therefore, look forward with some appre- 
hension to the coming months, when the 
active export season will be in full swing. 
Unless the exchange rises to a point whic 
will allow the profitable importation of 
sovereigns, we may experience the difti- 
culties of last winter in an enhanced 
degree. ‘The question is constantly put to 
me: Why does not yold flow to India, 
when money is loanable in Calcutta at 
‘extreme rates? The reason is very patent. 
Capital will not risk conversion into rupees 
when the advantage of high interest for 
three or four months may be more than 
neutralised by the possible fallin exchange 
when the money has to be returned to 
England. Now, gentlemen, we will glance 
at the further East, and here we are con- 
fronted, as regards Japan, with an attempt 
on the part of that enterprising country 
to establish a gold standard. "The ex- 
periment will be watched with great 
solicitude by those whoso interests are 
bound up with its prosperity. Unfor- 
tunately the essay is being made at an 
unpropitious moment, when the imports 
largely exceed the exports, the Govern- 
ment spending lavishly in’ Europe upon 
iron and war material, and the 
people busy with industrial projects, 
apparently beyond their present powers. 
The Straits Settlements and China have 
witnessed in the months from February 
to August a fall in Shanghai exchange 
of 19 per cent, in Hongkong exchange 
14 per cent, and in silver 18 per cent. 
You can well imagine that successful 
trade under such conditions has been im- 
possible, and our customers, both foreign 
and native, have had to experience the 
uses of adversity. This is not the fitting 
time to discuss the pros and cons of gold 
and silver, but no Englishman, whether he 























be monometalist or bimetalist,,who has thé 
interests of his country, at heart, can. view 
with equanimity this parlous, condition. of 
affairs. You have read in the public prints 
of the evil state of Laricashire, and how her 
cotton industries are languishing. You 
probably know of her large:dependence for 
prosperity upon sales of manufactured goods 
to silver-using countries, and you can, 
therefore, readily perceive, with trade con- 
ditions such as the foregoing, that mer- 
chants, manufacturers, and artisans are los- 
ingheart. The Government’ have recently 
been engaged in pourparlers with the United 
States and Frauce, touching resumption 
of bimetallism by those two countries, 
without the adhesion of England and 
Germany, but with the proviso that India 
should reopen her mists, and the Bank of 
England hold part.of its’ reserve in silver. 
Upon a ratio of 153 10 1 the Indian Gov- 
ernment naturally objected to reopen the 
mints, as such a sudden change would pro- 
duce grave embarrassments. Debtors 
would be heavily handicapped, local mills 
and other industries. would be exposed to 
serious fall in the value of their stocks 
of raw material and manufacture! goods, 
holders of imports would find the prices of 
their commodities greatly shrunken, aud 
more than all, the native cultivators would 
have to face much lower silver . values 
for those products, which are exporte to 
gold standard countries. If I am cor- 
rectly informed, the objection has pre- 
vailed, and our foreign friends have re- 
ceived a non-possumus. Sir James L. 
Mackay, K.C.LE., has vacated his seat 
at the board, in consequence of his ap- 
pointment to, the India Council. We 
much regret his loss, but he is still a youn; 

man, and, possibly at the end of his official 
career, he may come back to us. Subject 
to your confirmation at the annual meeting, 
we have filled the vacancy by the election 
of Mr. Henry N. Gladstone, a partner in 
the well-known firms of Gillanders, Arbuth- 
not, and Co., of Calcutta, and Ogilvy, 
Gillanders and Co., of London. think I 
may congratulate the shareholders upon 
the accession to the directorate. (Applause.) 
I beg now to move :—*'That an interim 
dividend for the half-year ended 30th of 
June Inst at the’ rate of 8 per cent per 
annum, free of income tax, be now declared, 
payable on’ and after the 27th instaitt,” 
Applause.) 

Ar. William Paterson seconded the 
resolution, which was put and carried 
unavimously. 

The Chairman—The next matter is. a 
mere technical question. In consulting 
with the Treasury, we have deemed it 
expedient, in view of a certain oxpansion 
of te business, that we should have their 
permission to'turn what are technically 
called agencies into branch banks, and the 
Treasury has i to make that small 
amendment. will therefore move— 
“That the court of directors be authorised 
to apply for and to take such steps as 
they may deem expedient to obtain such 
an extension of the bank's-powers, under 
its present charters, as will enable it to 
establish branch banks in places within 
which the bank can now establish agencies, 
any such extended charter or charters’ to 
contain such terms and provisions as the 
court may approve.” 

Sir Alfred Dent, K.C.M.G., seconded 
the resolution, which was agreod to nem. 
con. 

_ Votes of thanks to the chairman and 
directors and to the officers and staff closed. 
the proceedings. 














“For tae Buoop 18.rme, Lire.” —Clatke’s 
World-famed Blood Mixture is. warrantod to 
cleanse the blood from all impurities from 
whatever cause arising. For Scrofula, Scurvy, 
Eczema, Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, 
Pimples, and Sores of all kinds, its effects are 
marvellous. ‘Thousands, of wonderful cures 
have been effected by it. Sold everywhere at 
2. 9d. Beware of worthless imitations, 
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE 
DIFFUSION OF CHRISTIAN AND 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE AMONG 

THE CHINESE. 
es 

‘The Report. of this Society—its tenth 
annual report—for the year ending the 
Sst of October last forms a very interest- 
ing'pamphlet of some 30 pages, and we 
are glad: to learn that the year that has 
just expired has been the most successful 
the Society has ever had. The proofs of 
this success wo shall come to later, on. 

16 Report opons with a paragraph whicl 
is well worth reproduction’ 

One question has been in the hearts of 
many philanthropists during the last few 
years—the question: Is there any hope 
for China as @ uation, or not? Many have 
answered it in the negative and given up 
all hope for China as a whole. ‘Tre corrup- 
tion of ‘her officials, the ignorant: self- 
conceit and stubborn exclusiveness of her 
scholirs,. the selfish materialism and sen- 
sualism ‘of the masses of her people seem 
to them to have reached such a climax, 
that-a great national collapse appears to 
them to be inevitable, and they look upon 
China as upon a criminal who is doomed to 
suffer the severest kind of Chinese punish- 
ment, the ling-chih—ie., to be out. up into 
small: pieces. In opposition to this pessi- 
mistic view, there aro others full’ of the 
most sanguine hopes for China's fature. 
‘They’ believe that China is now thorough- 











y aroused froni her sleep of ages and that 
she" is advancing fast in the way of pro- 
gress. Very soon, some say in four years, 
tho railway’ between Peking and Hankow 
will be completed, and in only a few years 
more a whole not of railvays-will cover the 
land and connect all the important cities 
and inarket places; Western learning will 
flourish ;.“Chinese’ professors of natural 
seienco will compete -with their European 
and American-colleagues in enriching the 
world by now’ discoveries ; commerce an 
industries will advanco by leaps and bounds; 
prosperity-and wealth ‘will take the placo 
of famines and poverty amongst the peo- 
Pl, the idols of mad, wood, and stone will 

thrown away, and Christianity, the 
life-giving source’ of modern civilisation, 
will be accepted with true conviction by 
the majority of the people, and go Chins, 
the new, the redecmed ‘China, will soon be 
‘oue of the leading nations of the world ! 

is i iew of the optimists. Our 














T 
Society stands in the golden middle be- | 25°. 


tiveen these views. We neither give way 
to gloomy and. discouraging reflections on 
the corruption of China, nor do we desire 
to exaggerate the hopeful aspect of tho 
present situation. 

‘The next section is headed 

“SIGNS OP PROGRESS,” 

and while we may agree with the writer 
that there are many signs of intellectual 
rogress since the conclusion of peace with 
japan, there has been no moral progress 
in the government of the country, and it 
is the rottenness of the government,: not 
of the people, that is bringing the Empire 
to the ground, or, as we may say, con- 
tinuing the metaphor of the ling-shih, to 
the execution ground.’ The section’ on 
signs of progress concludes withthe remark 
that there are still tremendous obstacles 
in the way of progress, there are still in- 
numerable and deep-rooted prejudices to be 
overcome; and this. leads us to the next 
section which is-headed :— 

“ ouR AIM.” 

‘The Society recognises: that one of the 
best means of overcoming these prejudices 
and facilitating the introduction of Chris- 
tianity and Western. civilisation is the 
circulation “of good literature, literature 








which will -tend to raise the moral-as well 
as the intellectual tone of the people :— 

+ Of course, we know that China is in need 
of all the outward benefits of modern civi- 
lisation, in order that the amazing poverty 
of the masses of her population may be re- 
lieved, and therefore we do not cease to 
prove, explain, and exemplify these advan- 
tages of Western methods in our literature 
to Chinese scholars, merchants, and offici- 
als ; and we regard this branch of our work 
as just as truly Christian and benevolent as 
the zeal and self-sacrifice of any medical 
missionary; it is the application of the 
healing powers of the Goxpel to the social 
miseries of a great nation ; it is a bene- 
volent work, exemplifying the love of 
Christ, on the grandest scale, vase it 
deals not only with » few individuals, 
but with the misery and poverty of a whole 
nation, with the inner springs of life of 
one-fourth of our human race. But yet 
we know China needs more than cotton 
mills, railways, steam-launches on inland 
waters, electric light, water-works, natural 
science, political economy, just laws, ete.. 
etc. China needs more than these; she 
needs most of all character and conscience, 
purity in the family life, integrity in the 
Official life, and in order to ge: these, she 
need: religious New Birth—she needs 
Christianity. ‘The most beautiful of her 
many moral phrases cannot supply these 
virtues ; only the Christian religion—i.e., 
Christ himself can supply this new moral 
motive power, which China needs most 
of all. 

Science without religion leads to selfish- 
ness and moral corruption ; religion with- 
out science often leads to narrow-minded- 
ness and: superstition. Trué religion and 
true science are not opposed: to each other, 
they are like twins—two angels sent: from 
heaven, full-of light and life and joy, to 
bless our human race. Our Society 're- 
presents them both before the Chinese; and 
proves to thein by the whole’character of 
our literature, that they’ do not exclude, 
but help and’ supplement cach other, and 
that both combined are the only possible 
basis of a sound and thorough national 

















id | reform. 


From this we come to the section head- 





“GENERAL REVIEW OF OUR WORK DURING. 


‘THE YEAR.” 

‘The excellent magazines published are 
referred to, and some of their contents’ 
tables are published to show their 

eneral character. A list is given’ of 

fe books; all valuable and many of great 
importance, that have been printed in the 
year under report, the total amounting 
199,200 copies, containing altogether 
12,147,900 leaves. 

‘This is followed by a number of proofs of 
the appreciation ofthe Society's issues, the 
list of admirers being headed by the Em- 

rors of Japan and Corea, and Mr. Kung 

jing-wei, s near relative of the ducal 

descendant of Confucius. ‘The Report goes 
‘on to say :— 

One sign and proof that our books have 
attracted the attention of a large class of 
readers are the constant attempts of Chi- 
nese publishers to reprint or pirate our 
‘books; because, if these men were not 
sure of being able to sell the books, they 
‘would not aisk their money in reprinting 
them. We have considered it our duty to 
oppose the pirating of our publications, by 
securing several proclamations from the 
Shanghai Taotai and getting one of the 
offenders fined $100 in the Mixed Court. 
Our reason for doing this was tm: 
cause we fear and have heard that 
cases the Chinese leave out the Christian 
teaching in our books and whatever does 
not please them in our criticisms of bad 
‘customs in China. ides, considering 
the large amount of money ‘which we have 
invested in the production of our books we 
must endeavour to get this money back by 
the sales of our books, so that we may be 

















‘able to go on reprinting and to.publisi/a 
series of new and important. books each. 
re int 

Tin the next section, headed ° 
“OUR saLes,” ay 
the appreciation of the Society's souk. is" 
proved in the most, indubitable manner oy). 
the following record. ‘The proceeds of the 
tales of its publication amounted." 





+» 1897 ,, $12,146.91. 


“This shows,” says the Report; ‘thal 
the Chinese have really cominienéed’ 
value our books, and that ‘since 1803) 
sales have inore than d'sibled’ éach yé 

F ach, yeae. 
ion in the next few years, ‘then our’ sil 
should in the new century atnoant'tokbout 
$100,000 each year atid “out literatl 
would be the most influential leadee’ of thi 


thoughts of China 
vary inti 
ed 

















This is followed by: in 
account of the distribution of the Soi 
books at the Triennial’ Examinations, Ja 
parcels, varying from’ 2,000" tb. 25,000 ” 
olumes, having beetseent’ to, Choate 
Hsianfu, Taiyuenfu, “Peking? Moltkdes, 
Chinanfa, Hangchow,' Foochow, and! Rut 
chingfu in Yunnan : ponent 

“About the distribution in Nankin: 
heard that, besides': the booksi/of-:oui 
Society, the American, the: British, »avd.th 
Scotch Bible Society: had ech xent 15,000 
scripture portions (tho Sentch Biblo Socist} 
15,000 annotated gospels, a: most! praisi 
worthy step forward) and: the :"Hariko 
‘Tract Society 10,000 :pamphlets::: The: 
and the books of our Society. wétt arranged 'i 
in 19,000 packages ; and special thiniks aro" 
due to the Rev. F.E. Meigs, the Rev, T. Wy 
Houston, the Rey. W./J.Drumindnid, and" 
other brethren of Nanking, forsuperintén: * 
ding the preparation end wrapping of thes 
packages and the not easy task of distribut 
ing them amongst the students coming out 
from the examination balls, About $24 
worth of wrappinig:paper was used, and 
some 20 Chinese were busy several tf in 

y 
fe 


wrapping the books, Th 3 
boxes fall of peek aE Soke eh 
“the books scere insficient to ‘meet the 
demand,” because, there were'dbout: 24;000 , 
students and only-19,000 packagetof books”! 
“Tho officials ‘of the #0’ tha'Rev. 
‘Mr. Houston writes,:, ‘wore! very''cout~ 
teous, giving dvery facility and protection!! 
Those engaged in tho'distribution"‘were * 
urged to rest in the tomporary! héad-quar. * 
ters of the! General'in ‘command/‘of ‘the 
approaches, ind all officets’ isd boldien 
guarding the ‘exits’ wore’ instructed to ‘pa 
special atterition: to the: missionaries’ and- 
their assistants; | ‘They were even: invited 
inside of sthe outer. gates,"to the! court. 
where thé crowd, which outside was mun 
bered by -thousands,::was forbidden. “Tin; | 
this the Mayor of the city; Ma Taotai, and” 
the Commanding’ General,’ H.E:! Yang, 
are specially to be mehtioned. » The book's 
which were distributed go" straight, to’ th 
controlling’classes of every'‘city, town, aud” 
hamlet,:-where no other’ influence go¢¥' 
often.” a i atiae 
‘This report of the distribution’ in one ex-~ 
amination centre: may serve'as dn illustra-". 
tion 6 what has-boan’ dono in’ similar’: 
way ‘in other-céntrds 5 it will show to'ohit””” 
friends ‘at home and “in” Ching* afrelhy!! 
what a splendid ' opportanity is given 











































































ther nd! modern 
civilisation are ‘before ‘us, especially if by!" 
larger contributions: we" would':be: enabled" 
to put more »-yoluminous ant laboratis't! 
books:on.all questions of “reli q 
tion, -and ‘modern civilisati e 
hands!'i By:this miagio’spring the whole lof 
Chitia cans be touched in ondiday:! + 
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into thet 








Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


1044 


The M.-C. Herald and S. C. & C. Gazette.” 


Dec. 10, 1897. 








‘More than a page is devoted toa slight 
appreciation of the services to the Society 
of Dr. Young J. Allen, to whose literary 
Iabours and ‘their oxtent and value Dr. 
Martin does justice ina letter quoted on 
page 19; and of the Rev. Timothy Richard, 
most respected of missionaries, as to whom 
the Report says :— 

Not less indebted do we feel ourselves 
to our belored Hon. Secretary and hope- 
inspiring leader, the Rev. Timothy Richard, 
who, moved by the Saviour’s compassion, 
has ‘on his recent journeys through Eng- 
land, Scotland and” America, by his deep- 
felt pity for the miseries of China and by 
his glowing enthusiasm for our work, 
succeeded under the blessing of God to 
stir up the hearts of many friends in the 
Christian homelands to a deeper sense of 
their duty towards the 400 millions of their 
fellowmen in China, and to a fuller under- 
standing of the grand opportunities which 
Hie OW opening in China especially for 
literary work, so that mauy of these friends 
at home have now more generously given 
and have promised much larger contriba- 
tions to our work, so that we may hope 
to organise our work in the near future on 
a much larger scale and to extend our 

- influence in a more systematical way over 
all the provinces of this vast empire. 

Finally comes a section headed. 


“‘PROSPECTS OF OUR WORK,” 

which we do not quote because we fear the 
writers did not sufficiently consider the 
probably effects of foreign interference in 
China, a very wide and doep question. 

‘There isa let of subscriptions received in 
“1897, and a very meagre list it is, and 
the Report closes with the summary of 
the accounts, showing total receipts for 
the yenr $17,675.73, and total disburse- 
ments $16,387.05, the year closing with a 
balance in hand’ of $6,409.35. We trust 
there will be a good muster of all who 
would see China progress at to-morrow's 
avaual meeting of the Society. 














Amusements. 





SATURDAY’S PAPER HUNT. 


‘The new Master of the S.P.H.C., Mr. 
F, Ayscough, assisted by Mr. C. J. Dud- 
geon, on Saturday last opened the season's 
Proceedings in right royal-fashion. The 
run selected had necessarily to be like a 
good many ‘first hunts,” but it was ecr- 

nly enjoyed by those competing far more 
than many opening events have been. The 
scene at the start resembled the meets of 
old, ‘only moreso,” if such aterm ean be 
used ; first and foremost were those hard- 
riding members of the Hunt, many in 
huntsman’s livery, pink, which here carries 
swith ita previous victory between the flags ; 
many appeared in more sober colours, 
There was also an enormous army of the 
“just going a little way” brigade, also 
members who intended to view the start, 
the first jump, and ride across to the 
finish. ‘hen, in addition to all these 
came the enormous crowd of lookers- 
on, ladies and gentlemen whose carri- 
ages lined the roadside farther than the 
eye could reach, all interested in the 
great sporting event, the first hunt. ‘The 
word “Go was given by Mr. Crawford, 
the Hon. Secretary, and at once the huge 
cavalcade moved onward, the leaders to a 
right merry tune. The writer of these lines 
soon came to his usual position of whipper- 
in and so the leading ponies the “Old’uns 
at the game” were beyond his ken but 
what trouble there was with the grifiins, 
cones that wouldn't jump but could, ones 
that couldn’t jump and wouldn't ! 

We wended our way from Trefancha uj 
tothe Farm jumpsand then came the good 
old Island. “When was it, when will it 
he ever left out of a first hunt? We 














crossed the road and made our way by the 
Jessfield lines for the well-known Red Joss 
house in the corner on the bank of tho 
Fahwah creek, then the foxes shaped their 
course for the Fahwah line which was 
negotiated, and from the road the usual 
run was taken to the Tidal creek. This 
jomp at the finish of any hunt, and es- 
pecially -the first one is, to say the least of 
it, “trying” for one reason that the 
approach is down hill and another that the 
jump is decidedly big. and also one 
that can be “waded.” Ponies, especially 
when they are all ont, do nor like it and to 
negotiate it successfnlly a rider should 
take a slight pull at his mount and steady 
him for his last great effort in the hope 
that he will land hind legs well on the 
other bank and so find it easier to ascend 
the opposite side and get between the flags. 

The finish was a grand one. Before the 
one wide river was reached—the final 
jump—one did not hear the usual shouts 
of bravo so-and-so. That could not be 
said, fora fearful struggle was being fought 
out ‘inch by inch to the bitter end. It 
does a sportsinan’s heart ood to see such 
a finish as Saturday's. Mr. Renny won, 
all honour to him. He has been the hero 
of a hundred hunts and he has my 
heartiest congratulations. To the second 
on the card, Mr. Benecke, who made such 
8 grand fight for the coveted position I 
take off my hat and wish him all success in 
the future. Mr. Coutts, who won the 
heavy-weight prize, again showed what a 
marvellous little pony Lorclander is, 

The following is the official result of the 









Renny on Destroyer. 
Benecke , Friedel. 
Perrott, ten 

ung, Tyra. 
Coutts” Zocfander. 
Sinclair} Bunky. 
Hearson }} Tontine. 





» Farbridge ,, 


With all our enjoymont—the splendid 
ran and neck and neck finish—no sooner 
had we dismounted than a serious 
accident was mooted as having hap- 
pened to Mr. Bridges and the result 
proved that what was said was only 
too true, As far as can be known Mr. 
Bridges, after falling, was kicked by his 
pony, the upper and lower jaw being 
seriously damaged, and I fear that recovery 
will be long and yminful. ‘Those who 
were able to help Mr. Bridges after he fell 
after referring to the accident can hardly 
find words to express the way in which ho 
bore himself under such pain, and the pluck 
he showed was indomitable. 

‘There were some know, keen members 
of the S.P.H.C. who after the hunt noticed 
a vacancy at the finish. T'll vow it was not— 
and I speak for myself as well as for others 

hat a glass of punch was not handed 
round as usual. No, it was the hand of the 
grey-haired old sportsman, one of the good 
old sort who fair weather and foul with his 
cheery words would always ask you to have 
a glass of punch after your hard ride. 

‘Time brings its changes but with all the 
excitement of Saturday's grand. finish 
many a member of the S.P.H.C. thought 
of Barnes Dallas. 


Sepaside, 




















Davereak. 


“Fon mur Buoop is tue Lire."—If the 
blood is laden with impurities it spreads 
disease as it circulates through the organs of 
the human body—Luugs, Heart, Stomach, 
Kidneys. Brain. Clarke's World-famed 
Blood Mixture is warranted to cleanse the 
blood from all impurities from whatever cause 
arising. For Scrofula, Scurvy, Eczema, Bad 
Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples, and 
Sores of all kinds its effects are marvellous. 
Thousands of wonderful cures have been 
effected by it. Sold everywhere at 2s, 9d. 
Beware: of worthless imitations and sub- 
stitutes, 





























SHOOTING. 





“4” €0., 3UH-HO-LOONG RIFLES, 
PRIZE MEETING. 


The following’ are the -results of the 
events at the saccessful Prize Mecting, 
which concluded on Tuesday. 


1.—Tee Mostany Cor.—Ranges—200 and 
500,yards. Handicap and conditions as por 
card of Monthly Fixtures, 


Sergt. Sharples (for 2nd time)..63 points,..1 


2.—Tae Ma-Ho-Looxe Cuatuesce Ove. — 
Ranges—200, 400, 609 and 800 yards 
shots, with a sighting shot, at each ran, 
Prizes. — 
Seoend and Third Prizes 
Committee. 


Sera Bow 
rp. ett 
Priv. Homber 


3.—Sromos Vorsuy Fousc.—5 volleys 
at 600 yards. ‘Teams of 5 men from Squa 
No. 1, 8, 3 and 4, and the Signaller Squad. 
Conditions as per Battalion Meeting. (With: 
out the interrupted volley.) ‘To be com. 
manded by a non-commissioned officer attach- 
ed to the Squad, 


Col.-Sergt. Stewart's squad ...52 points...1 


4.—Tur “Carrats’s Prize.”—Value $25, 
Ranges 500 and 600 yards, 7 shots, with a 
sighting shot. Second and third prizes pre- 
sented by the Company. Winners of Ist or 
2nd prizes in competition No. 2 are debarred 
from taking a prize in this event. 


Priv. E. O. Reis 
» Thoresen ..... 
» Hember 


5. —Tne “ Gory Bancr.”—Value $25, No 
Handicap—To be won by the Competitor 
making the highest aggregate in Compoti- 
tions 1, 2, and 4, 


Priv. Hember 175 points.,.1. 


6.—Te Griveis' Acorecars Paizes.— 
First Prize $20, second price $15, presented 
out of the Funds, Open to those members 
of the ‘Company who have never won 
Company Cup of Competition or Prize of any 
description (including a first prize at this 
Meeting other than the Monthly Cup) in 
Shanghai or elsewhere, To be won by the 
two Competitors whose respective scores in 
Competitions 1, 2, and 4 make the highest 
and second highest aggregates, 


Priv, Laing. 
Corp. Stew 











t, The Cup and ‘Prize value $40 ; 
as arranged by the 
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RALLL v. “oe” 


An interesting match was fired yesterday 
afternoon betweon teams of eight. a side, 
representing the Marines of H.MLS. Pique 
and “C” Co., 8.V.C. ‘The weather was all 
that could have been desired, but the light 
was rather bright, and the wind very varia- 
bleand puffy, making shooting at the longer 
ranges somewhat trying and uncertain, “At 
the conclusion of the firing at 200 yards the 
Marines were leading by two points, but at 
500 yards the Volunteers obtained a lead of 
27 points, which they still further increased 
at 600, leaving them the winners of the 
match by a total of 84 points. Apponded 
are the scores :— 














+6 on, 
200 500 600 
yas. yds yds. TI, 
Priv. Samson .. 29 23 80 
». Ziehm B75 
Corp. Champion. 3 95 74 
Priv. Savage 330 ff 73 
2» Schmilin; 27 26 
Lieut. Whittaly 1 13 (56 
Priv. Camming ... 2 2 
cn Ross 3B 2 39 
a 176 207 140 eB 
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500-600 
yds. yds Tl. 
27 88 76 
% 18 70 
2% 16 67 
7 34 Be 
a 0 51 
ery 0 49 
2 o 40 
6 6 8B 
16892438 





SHANGHAT GOLF CLUB. 


‘The “Mixed Foursomes” played off on 
Suturday proved, as was expected, a most 
successfal event. ‘The ladies took: such a 
keen interest in the game that no less than 
19 couples sent in their names, five of whom, 
as was inevitable in such a long list of 
entries, were unfortunately prevented at the 
Inst moment from playing. The handicap 
was played over the long Medal Course, in 
spite of which some very good scores were 
made; the ditch and fence approaches to the 
Recreation and Cricket Club greens and the 
drive over the flower beds being negotiated 
in very good style. 

‘The game was won by Mrs. Dewar and Mr. 
J. Ferrier, the cup going to the Indy, who is 
very closely connected with one of our best 
golfers, 


‘The following was the result:— 























Bag 
3:8 
Bag 
ga 
Mrs, Dewar and Mr, J. Ferrier ...52 - 52 
» Findlay and Mr, J. FindlayS4 1 53 
» ‘Armstrongand Mr.C.D.Kerr59 6 53 
3 Jackson and Mr. H.T, Butter- 
worth. .... 59 5 5t 
» Seitz and Ain S Halle ".68 8 63 
w» Shorrock and Mr. E. W. 
Maitland 68 5 63 
. MissHardie and Mr, Wm. Hardie67 4 63 
‘Mrs. G. Gardner and Mr. B. 
A. Clarke serscrvesesseree67 3 64 
» MoMichael and Bir. "0, 
‘Cumming 5 66 
‘Miss Hornby and Mr. E. Gumpert70 3 67 
‘Mrs. Ramsay and Mr.C. A. Pullan72 4 68 
‘Miss Mann and Mr. J. Mann 72 3 69 
Mrs. Morrison and Mr. J. Wi 
‘Harding... 7 6 71 
» W.H, Anderson and iit, W, 
Cowan. ees 7:6 71 





MR. TWINNING’S POPULAR 
MATINEE. 


We must again congratulate Mr. ‘Twin- 
ning on the excellent programme which he 
laid before his audience—a large and very 
appreciative sudience—at the Lyceum yes- 
terday afternoon, and on the general 
excellence of its execution Printed apolo- 
gies were made for the unavoidable absence 
of Mrs. Simmonds and Mrs. Ouseley 
Stanley, but they were most acceptably 
replaced by Mrs, Jobnston and Mr. Vinay. 
‘The first lady to appear was Miss Lena 
Haimovitch who, accompanied by her 
sister on the piano, played with notable 
Sacto endl SKIL Bx young a performer a 
Cavatina by Bithren. “We would willingly 
have heard more of Mrs. Crawford, who 
had unfortunately to accompany herself 
in Marzials’ ‘‘ None the Less,” which she 
sang with evident appreciation. Besides 
the French song which Mrs. Johnston was 
kind enough to sing at a moment’s notice, 
that talented lady took part with her 
husband and Mr. Morse in Randegger’s 
trio, “The Mariners ;” and the two 
gentlemen opened the concert with Barri’s 
most popular song, ‘The Old Brigade,” 
as a duet. The other contributions of 


Mr. Morse, who was in excellent voice, 
mete,” slight but very 
Life's Lullaby,” » very 
1d Rosse’s stirring ballad, 
in which the audience, 
though provided with the words, were too 
shy to join in thé chorus. Mr. Vinay 
has never played better than he did 
his two piano solos, David’s ‘La Pluie,” 
and Grieg’s “Arab Dance.” Three other 
songs made up the afternoon’s musical 
fare, all admirably rendered and heartily 
enjoyed ; Barnard’s “Bid Me to Love,” 













by Mr. E, W. Maitland ; Pinsuti’s‘ Queen 
of the Earth” by Mr. E. Nelson; and 
Sullivan’s ‘Ho! Jolly Jenkin!” by Mr. 


J.C. Jolston. Mr. Reginald Bevant fully 
sustained the high reputation he has 
0 quickly acquired in Shanghai by his 
laughable recitation of ‘* Barker's Picture” 
by Max Adeler ; »nd was so irresistibly en- 
cored thut he had to return and deliver an 
Irvingesque poem dealing with a mother 
and her child and an omnibus. 





FOOCHOW RACES, 
WINTER MEETING, 1897. 


Stewards :—H. Baxer, Hy. Evoan. 

Esq. THs. Grrriss, Esq; J.C. Os- 
R. Rastsar, Bsq.3 A. P, 
3 AL W. Watkiysuaw, 








Esq. 
Clerk of the Course :- Scueze, Esq. 


First Day, 
Tuesday, 7th December, 1897. 


1,—Tue Stewarps’ Cur.—Presented. 
$100. For all China Ponies. Wei 
Entrance $5.—Half-a-mile. 
at Ibs. 

10 9. 
11 
1 











Mr. Dorset’s cream Millstream... 
Capt, Hope's white Himalaya. 
‘Mr. Hy. Edgar's chestnat Castanet. 


‘Time, Imin. 3sece. 





ioe 









Tus GRirrixs’ Staxes.—A forced entry 
of $10 each with $50 added. Second 
ny to receive $25. For Subscription 
riffins, Weights as per scale.—Three- 


quarters of a Mile. 
bl 


eel 





2 

3 
Time, Imin, 38secs. 
3.—Tue Torauisaton Cur.—Value $150. 

For all China ponies. Weights os per 
scale. Entrance $10.—One Afile and 
three-quarters. 
Capt. Hope's grey Toledo .... 
Ma Oswald's white Monte Garlo 
‘Time, 4mins. 21secs. 
4.—Tue Mix Staxes.—Of $10 each with $50 
‘added, divided 70, 20, and 10 per cent to 

the First, Second, and Third Ponies. 
For Subscription Griffins. Weights as 
per scale. Winners 7 Ibs. extra.—One 
mile and a quarter. 

M. Hy. Edgar's blue dun Tanti 
1 Doreet’s grey Sea Breese 
3; Methuselah’s chestnut The An- 

cient “ul 
















Mr. Hy. Edgar’s chesnut Castan 
Capt. Hope's white Himalaya. 
Mr. Doreet’s cream Millstrea; 
‘Timo, 2mins. 13secs. 
6.—Tue Hack Sraxes.—Of $% each with $5 
‘added for each Starter. For all China 
Ponies not otherwise entered. Weights 
11 stone. Jockeys who have never won a 
race in China or Hongkong previous to 
this Meeting allowed 7 Ibs.” Ponies that 
have never won a race allowed 7 Ibs, 
Once round. 
Mr. Owl's grey Lord Bob. 
»»_ Scott's black Fingal 
‘Time, Imin, 35secs. 











Me. Hy. 
2°), Westfield’s 





7.—Tas Ractyo Sraxzs.—Of $10 each with 
'$50 added, divided 70, 20, and 10 per 
cent to the First, Second, and Third 
Ponies. For all China Ponies. Weights 
as. per_ scale, Subscription Grifias 
allowed 7-Ibs. “Winners at this Meeting 
lbs. extra.—Twice round and a distance: 
Mr. Twroman’s 
i» Mis skewbald Raider 
t» Min’s grey Ranger 
‘Time, 3mins. Qsecs. 
Szcoxp Dax, 
Wednesday, Sth December, 1897. 
L—Tue Cuvs Covr.—Value $100. 
Subscription Griffins. 
scale. 





For 
Weights as per 
Winners of one race 7-Ibs. extra, 
two or more races 12-Ibs. extra. Entrance 





$5.—Seven Furlongs. 


Mr. Westfield’s grey Desperation 

in Doraet's grey Sea Breeze 

Capt. Hope's ches 

‘Time, Imin. 5 

2.—Tus Foocuow Sr. Lecer.—A Sweeps: 
takes of $15 each, with $100 added. First 
Pony to receive 70 per cent, Second Pony 
20 per cent, and third Pony 10 per cent. 
For China Ponies that have never been 
raced previous to the Ist January, 1897. 
Weight 10et. 10-1bs. Winners of one 
Race 5-lbs. extra, two or more Races 
10-Ibs. extra,—One mile and three-quar- 
tera. 

Capt. Hope's grey Toledo ... a 

Mr, Methuselah’s chestnut ie 


cient 
», Hy. Edgar’s bay Saraband ......11 
"Time. 4mins. 7secs. 

3.—Tue Wistex Stakes —Of $3 each with 

a For all China Ponies. 

Weights as per scale. Winners at this 

Meeting 5-Ibs. extra for each race, won.— 
Three-quarters of a mile. 

ae. Dorset’s cream Millstream 

Get, Ho pos Suis Himalays, 

ir. Hy. 's grey Houp La 
‘Time, Imei. Soecoa, 
4.—Tut Hoxcxoxc Ccr.—Value $200. For 
all China Ponies. Weights as per scale, 
Subscription Griffins allowed 7-Ibs. Wit 

i T-lbs, extra. Ene 
trance $10.—One mile and a half. 

‘Mr. Hy. Edgar’s chestnut Castanetu.ll 4.2 

»_Twoman's grey Kilroy .. a 1g 
"Timo, 3mins. 31secs. 

5 —Tar Harxwas Cue.—Presented. Value 
‘Tis. 100. For all China Ponies first raced 
in Foochow. Weights as per acale, 
Winners 10-Ibs. extra. Previous non- 
starters 10-Ibs. extra. Entrance $5.— 
Once round. 

Mr. Hy. Edgar's Houp La 

in Doreet’s white Sea Brarce 
31 Westfield’s roan Beygarmai 
Time, Imin, 2isecs. 
6.—Tue  Coserapone’s 
Value $275. First Pony to receive $200, 
the second Pony $50 and the third Pony 
$25. For Subscription Griffins. Weights 
‘as per scale, Winners 7-Ibs. extra, of 2 
or more 10-Ibs. extra. Previous 
non-starters 7-Ibs. extra. A forced’entry 
of $10 each. —One mile. 
Edgar's blae dun Teatry...11 
sy Demperation 
” Methuselabe chestnut The An. 
cient 1 
‘Time; 2mins. 14secs. 

7. Foockow Stakes.—Of $10 each with 

$50 added, divided 70, 20 and 10 per cent: 

to the First, Second and Third Ponies. 

A forced entry for all China Ponies enter- 

ed at this Meeting, except those entered 

only for the Hacks, and optional for 

Subscription Griffin, "Weights a8 per 

scale.—One mile anda quarter, 





Toe. 
1, 





tnt Lazy Bi 
cs. 





Lad 




















UW 8.0 
AL 






Ccr.—Presented, 





403 












Cap 

Mr. Hy 

Capt. Hope's white Himalaya... 
Time, 2mins. 48cecs. 


Tam Day, 
‘Thursday, 9th December, 1897 
1.—Tue Levcer Cur.—Presented. Value 
$100. ‘For all China Ponies. “Weights 
as per scale. Winners at this Meoti 
Tolbs. extra, Entrance $5.—Once round 
and a distance. 
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Ye Hg Hage’ ing Sargband 
Ho ome ite Himalaya 
re + Westdcld's roan, Boggesmant 
‘Time, min. 34fsecs. 
2,—Tue Cuaasze Cur.—Value $100. Second 
to receive $25. For Subscription 
Brin, Weights as per scale. Wianers 
Tbs, extra, of two oF more Races 10-Ibs. 
extra. Entrance $3.—One mile and a 
Mr. Dorset’s grey Sea Breese seciI 
wr Methuselah's chestnut The Aw. 
cient oy 
‘Time, Smins, 33}secs. 
3.—Tue Lapres’ Purss.—Presented. Forall 
China Ponies. hats as per scale. 
Subscription Griffins allowed 7-Ibs. 
Winners ot this Meeting 10-Ibs. extra. 
Riders who have never won a race allowed 





4.1 
4.2 



















Tbs. Entrance $5.—Once round. 
‘Mr. Westfield’s grey Desperation ...10 8. 
M's grey Ranger cerned 





‘Time, Imin. 23sees. 
4.—Tun Maxcnu Staxes.—A forced entry 
of $10 each with $50 added, divided 70,20, 
and 10 per ceat to the First, Second, and 
Third Ponies. For bond’ fide beaten 
Subscription Griffins that Have not won 
a race, Weights as por scale.—Qne 
nile, 
Copt: Hope's chestnut Lazy Bo 
‘Mr. Ramsay’s chestnut Larrikin 
ny Methuyelah’s chestnut The 
cient 
Time, 2m 
STs Coxsonariox Cur—Value §100. 
For all Lond fide beaten China Ponies that 







1 


a 
1 





1 
1 
i 


eoee 





have runat this Meeting. Weights as per 
sesle. Entrance $5.—One mile. 
Capt. Hope's white Himalaya ......11 1. w.0. 


6.—Tim. Cuanrros Sraxes.—Of $10 each, 
with $50 added. A forced entry for and 
open only to winners at this “Meeting, 
optional for the winners of the Hacl 

Manchu Stakes, and Consolation Cup. 
Winners of two races at the Mecting $15 
extra, of more than two races $40 extra. 
Weights as per scale — One mile anda 


quarter. 
Mr. Westfield’s grey Desperatio: 
i» Dorset's cream Aititream 
Capt, Hope's grey Toted: 
Time, 2mine, 48}secs. 


7.—Tur Were Sraxes.—Of $5 each with 
$50 added. Forall China Ponies. Weights 
12 stone. Non-winners at, this Meeting 
allowed 10-Ibs.—Three quarters of a 
ee 























12 0...1 





Bis, Hagar's bay Savaband 
Westfield’s roan Begzarma: 
“4 Mee grey Ranger 
Time, Imin. 38sees. 

tho _abore report was received from the 

Cable Companies, and from our own corres- 

pondent.—Ep. N.-0. 





Gorrespondence, 


THE NEW MODE 
OF CANCELLING STAMPS. 


To the Editor of the 
Nonra-Carxa Dany News. 


Sin, —With reference to the paragraph in 
. this morning's issue anent the American 
system of cancelling letter stamps, it may 
interest you .to learn that the stamps on a 
lettor ‘which I recently received from 
Montreal had been cancelled by a skeleton 
British flag, bearing “ E Canada” on the 
fy. The idea was evidently copied from 
Auerics, but the folds of the flag were 
more gracefully arranged. 
Tam, etc., 


RESIDENT. 





8th December. 





Poetry. 


WHITE HORSES. 


Where run your colts at pasture? 
Where hide your mares to breed ? 
"Mid bergs against the Ice-cap 
Or wove Sargossa weed ; 
By lightless reef and channel, 
‘Or crafty coastwrise bars, 
But most the deep-sea meadows 
‘All purple to the stars. 


Who holds the rein upon you? 
The latest gale let free. 

What meat is in your mangers ? 
The glut of all the sea. 

"Twixt tide and tide’s returning 
Great store of newly dead,— 

‘The bones of those that faced us, 
‘And the hearts of those that fled. 


Afar, off-shore and single, 
Some stallion, rearing swift, 

Neighs hungry for new fodder, 
And calls us to the drifr. 

Then down the cloven ridges— 
Ten million hooves unshod— 
Break forth the wild white horses 

‘To seck their meat from 





Girth-deep in hissing water 
Our furious vanguard strains— 
Through mist of mighty tramplings 

Roll up the fore-blown manes— 
A hundred leagues to leeward, 

Ere yet the deep hath stirred, 
The groaning rollers ca 

‘The coming of the he 


Whose hand may grip your nostrits— 
Your forelock who may hold ? 

Even they that use the broads with us 
‘The riders bred and bold, 

‘Thut spy upon our matings 
‘That rope us where we ran— 

‘They know the wild white horses 
From father unto son. 


We breathe about their cradles, 
We race their babes ashore, 

We snuff against their thresholds, 
We nuzzle at their door— 

By day with stamping coursers, 
‘By Zight in whianging droves, 

Cfeep up the wild white horses, 

"call them from their loves. 


And come they for your calling ? 
No wit of man may sa 

‘They hear the wild white horses 
Above their fathers’ grave ; 

And, kin of those we crippled 
And sons of those we slew, 

Spur down the wild white riders 
‘To lash the herds anew. 

















That service have ye paid them, 
Oh jealous steeds and strong? 
Save wre that throw their weablings, 
Ts none dare work them wrong, 
While thick around the homestead 
Our grey-backed squadrons graze-— 
A guard behind their plunder, 
And a veil before their ways. 


With march and countermarchings— 
With press of wheeling hosts— 
‘Stray mob or bands embattled— 
‘We ring the chosen coasts : 
And, careless of our clamour 
That bids the stranger fly, 
At peace within our pickets 
The wild white riders lie. 


‘Trust ye the curdled hollows— 
‘Trust ye the gathering wind— 
‘Trust ye the moaning groundswell— 
Our herds are close behind ! 
‘Lo mill your foeman's armies— 
‘To bray his camps abroad— 
‘Trust ye the wild white horses 
‘The Horses of the Lord ! 


Repyanp Kivusc, in Literature, 








UTAH. 


SIXTEEN 10 ONE. 
There's a by aeneta land far’ away in the 
Wes 
Its glories I'm going to relate ; 
Of all kinds of wealth it possessés the-bést, 
Or so its inhabitants state ; 
Teas mines, gold and silver, the richest on 





In eplendour they're second to none, 
But they want for their silver just tice 
at it’s worth : 
A ratio of sixteen to one. 


Its hills and its-valleys are, fair asthe 
morn, 
And the climats is simply divine, 
Its lowlands aie teeming with’ cattie,and 


corn, 
And smiling with orchard and vine 
But most of it's covered with sage 
and sand, 
All withored and scorched ‘by thé'sun,, 
And the ratio of desert to arable land 
Is something like sixteen to ono. 





Tn this roatectal Jand there’s a Salt Lake, 


‘vith a ity of Saints by ite shoren 
And the "nade of the City,are fair. to: 





You oa Feed with sf dozen or more; s 
As fancy may guide you-or length of your 


But Pthink I should certainly shun .., 
Four richer, four pvorer, four better, four 
wors 
In the ratio of sixteen to one. 


OF the tales that the; tell of this wild 
western land, 
‘The romances I’ve'heird by the score 
Of its maidens so fair, and its mountains 86 





grand, 
And its tréasues of rich golden ore. 
1 you'll only just pick out th facts in yout 


T think whi thi sifting is doin 
‘Tho proportion of les you. will probably, 
find 
Is just about sixteen to one. 





AN. ODE AGAINST’ FOO' 
BINDING: 





Translated specially for the North China 
Daily Ne 





(Extra edition; printed 
Ohangebingehi Hall of Ch'angsho, Hunan.) 
Oh! ye people list to the earnest-words of 
my exhortation, 

And beware how you become:the cause of 
woman's woes | 

‘The hardships that fall to women are 
counted by the myriad, 

‘Bn the wocat'of than al the’ binding of 

eet. 

Parental love indeed is stronig in the breasts 
of fathers and mothers, 
But alas ! When itcomes to binding their 
children’s feet no mercy is shown ! 
‘They care not if their daughters are will- 
ing or not ; 

‘They bend thom to their will-by whipptig 
‘and by scolding. 

‘The heavens are filled: with the’ sounds of 
weeping when the foot is bound; 

‘The wretched girl calls upon mother. and 
Heayen in vain for help. 

‘The ears of the elders are deaf toa hundred 
supplications— 

They seem only anxious to speedily break 
the feet-bones. 

Nay, who does‘not possess that love for a 
helpless, puny girl ? 
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So with hard-set teeth and tightly grasped 
fists, 

She boars the pains of tighter and tighter 
bands upon her feet ; 

The pains remain from break of day till 
un doth set, 

While at night they drive refreshing sleep 
away. 





fa limp and then a totter, 

For alas! the unhappy child’s feet have 
been, as it were, hacked away ! 

Yet though ’tis hard to describe the pain of 
“hacked-off feet, 

Still after the lapse of a few months the 
sorosare healed. 

But with feet that have been bound, no 
matter how well the deed, 

‘To be painless would yet require the lapse 
of three years or five. 

Moreover, if in biniing the feet the 
“knack” is lost, 

‘The disfigured limbs are a mnss of matter 
and-running sores, 

Even Incking this, the feet are covered 
with painful corns, 
So that the unfortunate girl goes on to 
womanhood with unceasing pains. 
While with her mother the maiden may 
ost secure, 

Once she is married her condition becomes 
still more pitiful. 

Sho must brew the tea, cook the rice, and 
wash tho’elothes— 

Sho cannot take her mother with her to 
help her in her troubles. 

With the poor and needy the sufferings of 
the girl are hard to number, 

Nor amongst the rich ean her condition be 
said to be free from suffering. 

Sho will find it hard and troublesome to 
keop her husband's house, 

For how can she eternally sit and refuse 
to walk? 

With feot unable to walk the results may 
soem light, 

But by want of exerciso a hundred ills will 
“surely arise. 

Ina word 'tis the same with poor and rich— 

Pray listen to my words as Inow explain 
to you: 

Now pain in the bones is an illness un- 
known to ancient times, 

Whoreas nowadays those suffering there- 
from are numberless, 

But you know not that-these pains arise 
from the result of foot binding, 

Honce you blame yourselves for letting the 
‘damp enter your bones ! 

‘The reason is that keoping the blood stag- 
nant from want of exercise, 

Dampness and cold find their way into 
your bodies. 

At first people sought beauty and grace 
from the bound feet, 

Instend, they found that they lind become 
cripples in truth ! 

Nay, there's yet another fault whiclr 
‘much more serious, 

Which in their blind fatuity peopleat lnrge 
Imow naught of at all! 

‘This is that women with tight shoes and 
tiny feet are naturally weak, 

‘Thus with such lack of exercise the blood 
stagnates, 

‘And even greater are their pains when 
children are born. 

Yea, so great aro these sufferings that death 
hovers round childbirth. 

Now, does it not pain you when you think 
of all this ? 

Moreover, with women whose 
atagnates for want of exercise, 

‘The sons they bear are seldom fat and 
strong; : 














blood 











With parchment 
the consumptive youth 

‘Owesall this to the mother whose health is 
feeble. 

‘The domestic animals we keep are created 
by Heaven, 

Their health and blood are in the same 
condition as of men ; 5 

Why do we not see these suffering from 
pains in their bones ? 

Why do we not see them struggling in the 
throes of death shen littering ? 

Hence if we take men and animals for 
‘comparison, 

Ie will be seen that the binding of feet is 
truly irrational. 

Why do we suffer ourselves to undergo 
these trials ? 

Why do we allow ourselves to be entrapped 
in this way ? 

Forsooth ! a pair of bound feet cannot walk 
properly, 

Even on level ground they have to totter 
sideways : . 

If then our women sh uld meet with 
famines and rebellions, 

What could they do in the face of tramping 
soldiery and dashing cavalry ? 

Call to mind, I pray, the troublous times 
of Hsien Feng Emperor's rei 

When the dreaded “long-haired ” bandits 
‘appeared before our walls ! 

How many of our women were seized and 
‘captured, 'twould be hard to say, 

And the hundred tortures and huwiliations 
they had to endure! 

[Note.—Ch'nngsha was taken by the 

‘Tniping rebels during the middle of that 

reign, about 1856.—Zranslator.] 

Now supposing our women then were free, 
with Naturo's feet, 

In truth, even in face of the rebels they 
could have run away. 

They would not then have fallen helpless 
to be humiliated, 

They would not have suffered themselves 
to bo outraged. 

Although rebellions and famines may not 
bo frequent, 

Care indeed should he taken against floods, 
fires, and robbers. 

If women were placed in the same condition 
as men, 

Come what may, they noed not be alarmed 
‘and panic-stricken. 

But with women who have their feet bound 
up and crippled, 

Of course, when troubles come they find it 
hard to move about. 

In everything they are helpless and depen- 
dent upon others, 

‘And they find that they have no way to 
save their lives. 

Now, from henceforth, let us all bind not 
our children’s fect, 

For the advantages atising from this are 
hard to recount. 

We only want them able to assist in the 
keeping of our homes, 

We do not want them to carry sedan chairs 
or to work in the rice fields. 

Girls belonging to poor fa 
tomed to work, 

And Io and behold ! they are equal to any 
aman, 

When the girls of rich families are free 
with natural feet, 

Of course, you will find them clever and 
‘able to do many things. 

No family can exist without economy and 
thrift, 

And the woman of the house with natural 
feet can do everything. 


The advantages accruing from natural-foot- 
ed women are numberless, 




















ies are accus- 











Why then should there be doubt and hesi- 
tation to commence at once? 

If, for excuse, you say the woman with: 
natural feet 

Will, in walking, yon fear, show lack of 
‘grace and uncouthness, 

Do you not know that in walking a woman 
should show decorum ? 

And this depends not on bound feet which 
‘appear whittled 7 

There are indeed nen possessed with long, 
Tank feet 

Whose walk and pace and posture resemble 
‘8 woman's, 

And again there are women with feet that 
are bound 

Who in spite of all, walk awkwardly and 
show haste in movement. 

Moreover, nowadays, many are the women 
with large badly-bound feet, 

Who try to belittle them, by using wooden 
heels which creak and crack as they 
walk ! 

Now, as in such guise they look neither 
graceful{nor can they easily walk, 
Why not at once unbind and be free and 

graceful and easy ? 

Some say pair of slender and tiny feet 
are a ‘joy to the eye,” 7 
But from ancient times till now beautiful 

women number by the myriad ; 

Yet we find the ancients praising woman 
for her tender, liquid eyes and arched 
eyebrows, 

We have never read of their praising wo- 
men for their tiny feet aud dragging 
walk ! 

In truth woman’s first law is that she ho 
healthy, and graceful, 

And that in her movements she should 
be decorous and yentle. 

But in the caso of a woman putting on 











This is not lndylike; even if she were 
possessed of tiny feot ! 

If by giving woman freedom of movement 
you fear unchastit 

And say that by binding her feet you 
secure goud behaviowi 

Do you not know that 'tis the sober family 
life which guards against such evils, 

And that it depends not a jot upon the 
state of the fect ? 

Moreover sin and lust owe their origin tu 
the nature of a woman, 

And it is not bound foot that can ever 
repress them. 

All our wonien’s feet are bound : 

‘Thon why is it that licentiousness and lust 
now abound more than ever? 

In ancient times women’s feet were never 
bound, 

How many noble and chaste women's 
names have heen handed down to us ! 

For instance, if youths are, as a rule, 
allowed full liberty, 

That does not follow that every ono of them 
will be fond of fast 1 

Again, if it be said that women fear brutal 
treatment, 

‘And hence bind-their feet to create tho: 
pity of their husbands, ‘ 
How many tiny-footed young women, may 

Task, there are 

Whose husbands truly fear them, e'on as 
they'd fear Old Plut. 

Again, if it be said that fear of being 
Taughed at prevents the unbinding of 
feet, 

Well, if many do so, it will not be thought 
Strange and none would then laugh. 

In former years people made fun at the 
round pa-pa way of dressing women’s 
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Nowadays every woman dresses her hair 
‘papa fashion and men admire them. 

Formerly the fashion among men was to 
wear their jackets and gowns long, 

Whiic the lengthy ma-kwa was made to fall 
low to the knees. 

(Ma-kua — gentleman's upper jacket— 
Translator.) 


And if one were seen walking about with 
shorter-cut clothes, 

He'd be hooted at once by all as ‘‘ out of 
fashion.” 

But now these fashions have all completely 
changed, 

And ma-luas now are worn not lower than 
the waist ! 

But if one were seen walking about with 
long-cut clothes, 

Why, he'd be hooted loud as ‘out of 
fashion” and a countryman ! 

From olden times till now habit has ever 
‘been tered nature ; 

If one is accustomed to see a thing, of 
course, there's nothing disagreeable. 

Custom ever and anon doth ring the 

nges, 

And to prove this let me quote from history 
‘to you— 

‘In ancient times the King of Ts‘u [Hupeh 
and Hunan—Translator] admit 
slender waist. 

Hence all the Court and country declared 
slim waists a beauty. 

All the courtiers hastened to squeeze their 
‘waists in serious earnestness, 

They even feared to éat to the full when 
‘meal time came! 

But nowadays we laugh and call it a joke 
when speaking of it ; 

And loudly declare what « foolish thing the 
men of Ts‘u were guilty of. 

It now we carefully consider the custom of 
binding feet, 

We'll discover that practice to be even more 
‘absurd than squeezing wais! 

In previous dynasties the people allow- 
ed all the hair to grow, 

‘The hair was loose and fluffy and wound 
in a knot ; 

But upon the arrival of our present dy- 
naety 











A change was rung and we all were made 
to shave our heads 

Nowadeys our eyes are accustomed to see 
each other's shaved crowns, 

And if one wears his hair long we seem to 
think it uncouth, 

‘The Taoist priest we now seo is attired in 
the fashion of former dynasties, 

And now seeing him so attired we rather 
avoid him. 

So 'twill be when first we unbind our wo- 
men's feet, 

‘Of course 'twill be strange, but general use 





will become habit. 


Should the practice run for three or five 
years straight, 


You may be sure tiny feet will be consider- 
ed ‘‘old-fashioned.”” 


‘Though you may fear that your daughters 
will be hard to marry, ia 





marry, 

Remember even cripples 
some time of their life 

‘How many ugly-visaged girls we find 

Manage, in spite of it, to get married to 
oven noble houses ! 

‘We all know that marriages are decided in 
Heaven, 

And that to each girl there is sure to be a 
husband. 


Do you think then that if your daughter 
has Nature's feet, 

‘That your doors will never be crossed by 
niarriage-brokers ? 


pe married at 


Tt is the custom to be anxious for sons and 
not for daughters, 

For all say there is no good for girls to be 
born. 

If 50, then, avoid binding a daughter's feet, 

For if unsought for as a bride she can be 
independent 5 

She would then be useful to her father’s 
home, : 

And others seeing her will be anxious to 
havo such a daughter-in-law. 

Others again will say that the husband 
will hate a wife with Nature's foot ; 

But I say that it cannot be always so. 

Forhowmany girls there are with beruteous 


Who to their husbands are mutually loving 
and trustful ; 


‘How many young girls there are with faces 
plain 


Upon whom s husband’s love throws his 
shadow of protection ? 

In truth the love of husband for the wife 

Lies not in beauty, but in compatible tem- 
Perament. 

If then love does not depend on beauty or 
ugliness, 

Still less will love be dependent on the size 
of the feet. 


"| Moreover the sole of a foot is created by 


Nature, 
While the binding thereof is the work of 
‘mat 


works of Nature are right 


Of course, the 
and good ; 

Why then should the father or mother 
‘sek ureless trouble ? 

As I this day exhort you all to abstain 
from binding feet, 

I truly feel that I bring joy to many a 
bosom. 

How many of you are only too willing to 
do likewise, 

But are held back for fear of being “out 
of fashion !” 

But I have those who are willing to head 
this movement, 

‘To sign their names to my list as an 
undertaking. 

T only pray that you people be not narrow- 
minded, 


But combine to assist each other in this 
noble cause. 

And in the case of gitls that are already 
betrothed, 

"Tis necessary first to ask the husband's 
family’s consent, 

But if you find the latter show signs of 
opposition, 

Be careful not to resist and assume the 
responsibility. 

In the case of danghters still not betrothed, 

Enter our Association and find husbands 
amongst us. 

For the number who seek to enter our 
society grows daily more and more, 
And I can guarantee that in the future none 

of you will suffer. 
‘Then as for those who are already married, 
What, 1 say, will there be to prevent you 


‘You've only to seek your husband's consent 
to unbind, 

To seize the moment to escape the fiery 
furnace. ae 


[Note: “Fiery Furnace,” the condition 
of women in the lowest state of degrada- 
tion.—Translator.) 

If your husbands, forsooth, object to your 
unbinding, 

Tam the last to advise your resisting their 
authority. 





I only warn them to beware of troublous 
times ahead, 








And think of the horrors that happened 
in Emperor Hsion Feng’s reign ! 

Nor are my words at all new to you, 

For Emperor Shun Chih’s decree stands 
clear before our eyes. 

[Wote.Shun Chih, the first Empéror of 
this Dynasty to rule over China, 1644- 
1662—Translator.] 

His Sacred Majesty forbade the binding of 
women’s feet, 

For he wished you to be free like Manchu 
women. 

Indeed the Manchu dresses are pretty and 
comfortable. ; 

And, know you that her Imperial Majesty 
the Empress has also Nature's feet ? 

Further, I find that many women of other 
provinces have Nature's feet ; 

"Tis only our Hunan which tortures its 
unhappy women. 

In Chili province Oh‘én and Lai, two good: 
men and true, 

Have already begun the crusade for un- 

_ binding women’s feet. 

For now the times and fashions are ever 
changing, 

And many women are changing their style 
of dress. 

When other people stand forth as good 
examples 

‘Tis not rash on our part to imitate their 
ways, . : 

Why then should you people at all hesitate, 

And still fear that to unbind your women's 
feet you'll be disgraced ? 

‘Women whose acts disgrace their husbands, 
of course, there are, 

Who walk not tho straight path but soek 
the wicked : 

Who are unfilial to their husband’s parents 
and irreverent to the former ; 

Who like to gormandise, to dress well, and 
be lazy. 


Such women, forsooth, spread abroad their 
evil reputations, : 
And all who see them laugh them to scorn. 
What disgrace, pray, is there in unbinding 
the feet ? 
In truth ‘tis only just and fears not the 
light of criticism, 
‘When the edicts of our Emperor are pro- 
mulgated 
To obey them should be the act of every 
good citizen. 
If you women show more care in your 
home duties than others, 
Of course prosperity and happiness will be 
| your portions. 
And if perchance our country should suffer 
from war, 
Bo sure our women will take care of them- 
selves, 
With the blood glowing through exercise 
they have no illness— 
In truth it pays to be « healthy, strong- 
limbed woman ! 
What ‘is life but an existence of several 
tens of years? 
Let us then seck what relief we can while 
yet we may. 
Look at the great advantages of a pair of 
wure’s feet, 
Why do you then still linger and avoid 
true comfort ! 
Know also ‘tis no joke to unbind the 
already crushed feet, 
There are many difficulties and pains to 
undergo, 
For example,'tis not ‘easy to get accustom- 
ed to the new-styled shoe, 
And the foot accustomed to the support of 
wooden heels will oft feel sore. 
But you've only to compare the aufferin, 
of the greater evil, " 
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And, of course, your mind will be made up 

‘o bear all. 

Again ‘tis not so hard to make and wear 
your new-styled shoe, 

But after the lapse of a month you'll all 
find yourselves at ease. 

‘The wooden heel should be gradually 
Tessened— 

Wash the poor feet often to aid in regain- 
ing Nature's shape. 

‘Make up your minds to undergo short pain 
for the sake of eternal ease, 

And in after days happiness and comfort 

will all bo yours, 

I have, therefore, composed this Ode for 
all'to read. 


Laugh not at my exhortations and show 
‘your rusticity ! 

Listen to my words and your advantag 
will be many, ~ 

For, in truth, they rest not on the comfort 
of natural feet alone. 

Note :—Accompanying this Ode and at 
the end of it are several diagrams to show 
the readers how to make tho shoes and 
stockings for natural feet. —Translator. 








Miscellaneous, 








WEDNESDAY'S SHAM FIGH. 


——— 
On Wednesday afternoon the Volunteers, 
under the command of Major Holliday, 
had a very int-resting and successful sham 
fight agninst the bluejackets and marines 
of H.M.S. Pique, command by Lieut. Gra- 
ham, ‘The naval brigade landed shortly be- 
fore one o'clock and marched down the Woo- 
ng railway road, to a spot about a” 
id w half below the new rifle range, wh 
they took up xvery strong position, splendid 
cover being afforded by the large number 
of huge grave mounds in that neighbor 
hood.” ‘fhe 8.,V.C. mustered at the Tem- 
ple of the Queen of Heaven at 2 o'cloc 
And ndvanced down’ the railway road, 
throwing out scouts and flanking parties 
to ascertain the position of the enemy. As 
soon as touch wax obtained with the naval 
men the necessary arrangements for the 
attack were made and carried out, with 
commendable promptitude, the advance of 
the infantry reflecting great credit on 
officers and men, Every available bit of 
cover was taken full advantage of, and the 
advances from cover to cover were exceed- 
ingly well judged, and in the various 
rushesthe men were kept fairly well inhand. 
Needioss to say, the naval brigade also 
acquitted themselves with great credit. 
‘At the conclusion of the operations the 
combined forces marched to the new rifle 
range, where much needed refreshments 
were distributed, after which they marched 
back to the Custom House, where, after 8 
good deal of mutual cheering, the men 
were dismissed. 
























Le Saar 

“The Health and Vigour of an individual 
depend upon the quantity and quality of the 
blood. - When the tissues have been at work, 
there are thrown into the blood waste pro- 
ducts, and if these be not eliminated but 
(through any cause) detained in the blood 
they influence nutrition and fanction aud 
finally produce organic disease." —The Huma- 
nitarian, In cases of Scrofula, Seurvy, Eczema, 
Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples 
and Sores of all kinds, the effects of Clarke's 
Blood Mixtureare marvellous. ‘Thousands of 
wonderful cures have been effected by it. 
Clarke's Blood Mixtare is sold everywhere, at 
2%, 9d. per bottle, Beware of worthless imita- 
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THE LADIES’ DINNER AT 
CHANG SU-HO’. 
—e——— 


On Monday at three o'clock an event 
took place, which but for the many sur- 
prising things that are happening in China, 
would rivet the attention of the whole 
-ommunity. Five years ago, even two 
years ago, who would have ‘believed in 
ten Chinese ladies of distinction from 
various parts of the vast empire inviting 
some fifty or so European ladies of different 
nationalities to semi-public dinner, 
and not only inviting them but themselves 
sitting down with them, conversing with 
them as far as the exigencies of language 
permitted, and. partaking of the foreign 
fare in regular European style, knives and 
forks, champagne, and flower-spread table- 
cloths all included? Such a thing could not 
take place outside of a fairy tale we should 
have been told. But it has taken place in 
this world of mingled prose and melodrama. 
‘The dinner was held in the largest dining 
hall in Chang Sa-ho's garden, called for 
the nonce perhaps, anyway very appro- 
priately, Arpadia. "All the. foreign ‘Gon. 
suls’ wives were invited, but whether as 
attached to the Consulates, or as adherents 
of the T‘ien Tou Hsui (Natural Fest Socie- 
ty), it is hard to say, for all the ladies on the 
Gommittee of that Society were invited, 
together with a certain number of mis- 
sionary Indies, and a few others, probably 
individual friends of the Chinese hostesses. 
‘There was n goodly guthering of Chineso 
ladies with a little sprinkling of natural-foot- 
ed Manchus, and although, when dinner was 
announced, @ certain number of gentlemen 
kindly superintendiug arrangements called 
out : “Foreign lad le, because 

is warmer,” yet Chinese and European 

jes sat down fairly mixed, and a well- 
known English lady might be seen 
drinking healths with the various Indy 
relations of the Woowung General, whilst 
the wife of the Manager of the Chinevo 
to be prime mover 
in the feast, presided over another table 
attended by’ several of the best known of 
the Missionary body. 

‘The object of the dinner, as was given 
out, was to enlist the sympathies, and 
secure the co-operation, of Chinese and 
European Ladies alike in a school on the 






































of China, prokably somethin; h 
fashion of the Peeresses’ Schoo 1 3a ‘Tokio, 
it is proposed to admit girls of 12, and tho 
only rule yet formulated apparently is, that 
if with bound feet at entrance their band- 
‘ages aro to be cut off at the first possible 
opportunity. There were several little girls 
at the banquet, three especially noticeable 
in vapour-coloured satin gowns gleaming 
with pearls so as to produce quite a moon- 
beam effect, “as they were carried away in 
their men attendants’ arms under the 
electric light, the rouge on their little 
faces preventing anyone from noticing 
the effect that crippling had there. But 
there was more than one lady mother 
saying proudly and firmly, “None of her 
girls fad bound feet.” Indeed one mother 
of four natural-footed daughters had 
‘brought one with her, a pleasant moon- 
faced maiden standing firmly though some- 
what shyly upon her pretty, slender feet. 
Certainly Chinese ladies are calculated to 
put foreign ladies in the blush in the mat- 
ter of their understandings. 

Tt was understood that five or six Chin- 
ese ladies were going to address the meet- 
ing, but whether they turned shy, or their 
plans were not sufficiently matuced, they 
Satisfied themselves with showing the plans 
of the proposed schools and sending round 
papers in French and English with regard 
to th arrangements. Mrs. 
Archil bel of the forei; 
ladies invited, expressed their thanks for 
their kind invitation, and their pleasure in 
this mark of cordiality, assuring the Chinese 





roposed 
Little, on 





ladies of the warm sympathy of European. 
ladies in any attempt made to educate the 
women of China. Mrs. N. P. Andersen 
translated for her into Chinese, and as sho 
did so all ‘the Chinese ladies sitting to- 
gether at one long table rose and bowed, 
saying it was for them co thank the 
foreign Indies for coming. A Chinese 
lady Doctor then made a brief speech, 
followed by Dr. Reifsnyder, who intro- 
duced Mrs. Farnhamjto the assembly, a3 
having started a school for Chinese girls 


some thirty-five years ago. Mrs. Farnham 
then said a few words, both the latter 
ladies speaking in Chinese. After this the 





dinner guests began to disperse, it being 
six o'clock. There seemed but one opinion, 
that this—tho first attempt of. Chinese 
Indies to entertain Europeans—had_ been 
a great and complete success. The dinner 
was excellent and well served. Women 
servants waited behind many of the Chinose 
Indies to light their ‘pipes for them, ete, 
otherwise the dinner was entirely served 
by men, If the premeditated school is aa 
well organised as the dinner there is a new 
era opening out for the girls of China, 
and if once they come forward, the awaken- 
ing of China may even after all becoine 
reality. For hundreds of years now Chi- 
nese have treated their womankind as une 
quantité négligeable, and yot with all their 
neglect and suppression, uo impartial per- 
son could look round yesterday and_not bo 
struck by the quiet dignity of the Chinese 
Indies among what must have been to them 
very dificult surroundings, as also by the 
exceedingly sible and intent expremion 
of many of the faces, especially as thoy 
exhibited “tho plans’ of” thelr school, 
which clearly is to them as a ‘fairy 
palaco” full of promise for that glorious 
future never arrived, but always yet to 
come. 
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THE NORTHERN ALPS, 
pete 


BY ARCH. LITTLE F.R.G.S. 
ee 


Iam now at the end of my land journey 
‘and on board a junk bound down’ stream 
direct for Chungking 200 miles distant 

.S.E. This place is the head of naviga- 
tion proper of the western branch of the 
Kialing and is known on our maps as the 
Foukiang, but these goographical names of 
rivers appear to be ‘always noknown to the 
inhabitants, who at every junction of two 
streams have simply their Tahoand Siaoho, 
their big and little rivers. We have so far, 
since my last letter, been following down 
the Foukiang from its source, this side the 
Great Becw Pan, ‘a distance of some 300 
miles, to its junction with the Suining river 
onthe N.W. The united waters of the two 
streams render this, the Suining river,~ 
(so-named from the large mart and district 
city, Suininghsie, ca ‘miles lower, down) 
navigable here for large cargo junks, the 
Mirena bore being “prevented by” the 
numerous rapids and shallows from being 
navigable by other than small boats of 
very light draft. ‘The first boat I saw on 
the river was at Chinchou, 140 miles from 
its source, 2,600 feet above the sea and 800 
feet above this place, which again stands 
800 feet above the level of. Chungking. 
But hore the larger body of water renders 
the rapide passable by junks, like this one, 
drawing 4 feet of water and over 100 feet 
in length. Indeed all the fine rivers 
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that intersect the rich province of Sze- 
chuav, fed by the perennial streams from 
tho snowy range, are well adapted for steam 
navigation. ‘The traffic is enormous, but 
has to suffer intolerable delays, not alone 
from the natural obstacles, where man- 
power alone is employed, but from the 
artificial obstacles of the ubiquitous likin 
stations. 

About half-way between Sungp‘an and 
the prefectural city of Lungé: 
small picturesque village call 
(small river or side-stream camp) I noticed 
all at once a thick yellow muddy 
stream, which I to ford on my 

ny, take the place of the pellucid 

urns and torrents which had been the in- 
variable accompaniment of the journey all 
round from Kuanhsien and over the pass. 
This I at once saw must come from gold 
washing and on looking round, I distinctly 
traced a vein of white quartz rock in the 
dark shales through which the stream has 
here cut out » deep gorge—and which 
vein, with several others seen later 
on, the river has equally cut through. I 
followed up the side stream and about 309 
feet above, where the slippery shale path 
ascends the shifting precipitous slops of 
the main river bank, I found a dozen 
Chinese: engaged in quactz mining. ‘They 
were pounding the quartz with a pestle and 
mortar: the mortar of stone and the 
eatle of wood iron-shod ; the mortar some 
3 foet in divmeter, tho heary pestle worked 
by four men. ‘They said they gained 
each 100 to 200 cash per day on the average 
but sometimes a locky day gave them 
1,000 or 2,000! Here is a rich field 
undeveloped. From what I have seen 
hereabouts and, in fact, all along the 
Tibotan horder right round from Sungp‘an 
to Tachienlu, auriferous quartz ix present 
in great quantities. And its development 
muy enable China ere long to follow Jap’ 
in introducing a gold currency, thus assimi- 
Inting herself tothe Fest of the civilined 
world, and puting an end to the terrible 
vagaries in exchange which, of Iate years, 
have made life in China, to the business man, 
anything but x path of rose. Rut so far 
the Chinese efficinls in this province at 
least are extremely jealous of any foreign 
help in developing their industries and wo 
may have lony to wait before Szechuan 
emerges from its present state of poverty 
and opium drunkenness. 

Hochou, 3rd November, 1897. 

We aro now within a day's boat journey, 
200 li, of Chungking, but have to wait 
till morning before we can clear at tho 
native Customs, which has more red tape 
‘and vexatious delays to trade than Custom- 
houses generally. Twice each day since 
we left Taihochén have we had to pull 
up for likin examinations, for salt, opium 
and other goods: the amounts payable 
are trifling from a European point of 
view, but the delays are exasperating to 
say but Chinese. ‘Thus of the four days 
journey down-stream from Taihochén to 
this piace, I find { have spent fully one 
whole day at likin stations,—moored 
alongside the unsavoury foreshore of dirty 
Chinese towns. This likin business is 
worse than ever since the Japanese war, 
the stations being multiplied daily on 
erery river, road, and footpath in the coun- 
try : they tax the interchange of products 
between the neighbouring towns in the most 
cumbersome way,—a nuisance to the people 
and small profit to the Government. Rid- 
ing on ahead of my porters in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mienchou, I pulled up at « 
likin station—a small thatched shed in a 
grove of bambvos and, hiving been politely 
invited to enter-and sit down, I beguiled 
the time watching the working of the office. 
‘The peasants were carrying their tobreco 
inte Mienchou for sale : upon each load of 60 
catties a tax of twenty-six cash, about three 
farthings sorting, was collected : each pay- 
mentnecessitated the writing out of a receipt 
in triplicate upon elaborate printed forms in 






















































red and blue type, besides the inevitable 
haggle over the quality of the cash paid. 
Tenquired how many men were required 
to run this tax station and what was the 
average daily collection. Five men and 
one thousand cash (tivo shillings) were the 
answers. I remarked that the Viceroy 
could not get much out of 30,000 copper 
cash a month after his five clerks had been 
fed and paid. They laughinsly replied :-— 
On some days we do better and collect 
even 2,000 eash or more.” 


This part of Szechuan produces prineipal- 
ly-sugar, indigo, tobacco, aconite (now 
exhibiting their’ tall stalks and purple 
flower), silk, cotton, and every kind of 
cereal (opiumis little grown in N. Szechuan). 
Wool, duck-feathers, and _pigy’-bristles 
are collected for export and everywhere 
detained en route by the innumerable 
likin stations. So far foreign merchants in 
Chungking, interested in articles of export, 
have found transit-passes no remedy ow- 
ing to the troublesome formalities attend- 
ing their issu, and the declaration (under 
pain of confiscation) of the exact quantity 
intended to be purchased and other similar 
devices apparently purpos#ly planned to 
render them nugatory. When will some 
reformer arise with a real grasp of the 


























abject and the necessary power to put the. 


finances nnd currency ‘of China in order 
and so increase the revenue while lighten- 
ing the burdens on the impoverished 
people? So far the foreign custom-houses 
at inland ports with their addition of the 
obnoxioas half-duty have only increased 
the burdens upcn inland traftic for want 
ofa comprehensive scheme which ought, one 
would think, to be based on duties collected 
atthe frontiers only, as in all other civilised 
countries. 


But, worried with likin and Customs’ 
anomulies, we have almost forgotten the 
Yellow Dragon monastery which we left, 
11,500 feet above sea level, on the 8th 
of October. ‘Thence the road fulls rapidly, 
d scending the valley of the Fou river and 
falling 8,000 feet in the 8 days’ journey of 
150 miles ta the district city of Chiangyn, 
whic is situated at the entrance to the 
mountains on this, the NUE. extremity of 
the unique Ché ex, and at 2,200 
feet above the road follows the 
river throu: row ravine which ex- 
pands in a few places and affords “flats” 


(pa $3 or ping AB) upon which stand the 
few ‘Chinese towns of the region, the sur- 
rounding mountains being still inhabited 
by the Sifan. Of these the chief are 
Shuichinp'a (crystal marke'), a. small 
but busy town, and Lungénfa, the pre- 
fectural city, whence a road branches off, 
up a gloomy side ravine, to Pik‘ou on the 
Ransu’ border, 40 miles to the N.E. 
Lungén is a large walled city with wide 
well-paved streets, but comparatively little 
trade, and has the air of decay which per- 
vades so many imposing looking cities of 
Eastern Szechuan. Tt possesses a Roman 
Catholic Church and numerous handsome 
but ruinous temples. Lungén stands 
only 3,000 feet above sea level. —Whore- 
as by the western road, from Kuan- 
hien to Sungp'an, the ascont is gra- 
dual ; here by the eastern road (as the 
Chinese name it) the fall is sudden, being 
10,000 feet in the 90 miles from tho 
Hsiehshan_ pass to this city. The road 
itself is faidy good, especially where it 
has been chiselled out of the sides of cliffs. 
Tt looks dangerous when one gazes down 
several hundred feet of the unfenced path 
into the roaring torrent in the abyss below, 
but there is room to ride in safety with 
a well-trained animal ; on the other hand 
where the path descends and runs beside 
the river, it is scramble over fallen rocks, 
very tryins to man and beast, and over 
such ground 15 to 16 miles is a good day’s 



























































journey. None but the patient Chinese 
coolie and ‘his compeer the mule would 
‘consent to carry loads uf 250 Ibs. on their 


backs over such a path, over which goes 
half the trafic of Sungp‘an. : 
‘The approach to. Lungén is through a 
truly magnificent gorge; the most romantio 
spot is called the Ying-er-ngai or Exgle's 
Cliff. Here steep tree-covered slopes, for- 
tunately inaccessible to the woodman, reach 
up to precipitous snow-covered peaks and 
afford as fine pictures of mountain scenery 
as can be seen anywhere in the world. 
At this season the trees are in their autumn 
tints and the russet maples and tallow 
trees interspersed amidst the dark green firs 
give colour to the view and -contrast ad- 
mirably with the grey rocks and snow péaks 
towering above. After extending at Lun- 
gan, the ravine contracts again until it 
finally debouches by the Ténglung Heia, 
or Lantern gorge, into the plain ab 
Kiangyou. The river here breaks. its 
way through a grand amphitheatre of fime- 
stone mountains which rise in abrupt pre- 
cipices from the plain, evidently cliffs once 
abutting on an ancient lake, whose bottoms 
as the waters gradually broke theit way 
through the hills to the South gave placo 
to the now rich Chéngtu plateau. ‘Tho 
wall-like character of the mountains which 
runniag from Kuan Hien 8. and N.E. 
bound the plain on the North is vory 
marked. On its -southern border the 
country is more broken, ‘and although the 
ranges here rise to two and threo thousand 
feet, they look like low hills by comparison. 
From Kinugyou,.a day's journey brings 
us to the flourishing mart of ‘Tsung-ps 
Central Flat—so-called from its situation 
between two artificially divided channels 
of the Fou river. This wide flat”—a 
peninsular extension North of the main 
Chéngtu plateau and in which is included 
the flourishing district city of Mienchou—is 
vory fertile, although covered with boulders 
in parts, and intersected by many dried-up 
beds of ancient watercourses. At this 
place the ©.M.S. have a branch mission, 
the head centre of the mission being at 
Paoningfu in the N.E., the residence of 
Bishop Cassels. Hero our rond south takes 
tus through Mienchou, a flouri 
city, the centre of a large at 5 
then on to the prefectural city of Tung- 
chuan, the seat of a Roman Catholic 
on. Thence to the pleasantly situat- 
© et city of Shéhung, where the 
“Friends” support a branch mission ; then 
on again by a good road through a fine val- 
ley and over low pass to 'Taihochén, 
the head of navigation proper. At this 
busy town the Roman Catholics have 
a large establishment, church and schools. 
All this makes five days’ land journey from 
Kiangyou. ‘The upper course of the Fou 
river from Mienchou to Taihochén is lined 
with innumerable salt-wells which produce 
an excellent salt ; utilike the greyish-black 
product. of the celebrated ‘Tszeliuching 
district in the Kiating prefecture, this salt is 
‘as white and pure as that from Cheshire, 
but, when I praise its superior appearanco, 
the Chinese object that it is not as salt as is 
tho latter. This salt sells on the spot for 
36 cash per eatty (equal to three farthings 
per Ib.) but before it reaches Chungkin 
the price is doubled by the likin to 72 mal 
per catty. These salt-wells are on the most 
primitive scale and being here mostly 200 
or 300 feet deep, as against the thousands 
of feet at Tzeliuching, require but little 
capital to start and run. Hence each 
little farmer along tho river bank appears 
to have his private well at which he and 
his family raise the brine by a sort of 
treadmill once or twice for an hour 
or two daily. As at Tszeliuching, tho 
brine is raised in a hollow bamboo with a 
valve at the bottom and is then evaporated 
in iron pans,—the whole plant costing 
barely 100 dollars, There ‘boing no coal 
in this sandstone district, the evaporators 
were being fired by flags,—large expanses of 
reeds being cultivated on the boulder flats 






































all along the river, .to provide this fuel— 
needing 8 woman and boy to be perpetually 


stoking to keep the fire’ alight. “From the 
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“fact of the wells being confined to the 
valley of the river, it would seem that its 
water is needed to dissolve out the salt 
itself from the saltsimpregnated rock—here 
all soft red sandsto1 
the other hand, thé wells stand on elevated 
ground, ‘but descend, as I have said, to 
depths of 2,000 and 3,000 feet, where they 
probably touch the bed of a long extinct 
river, by which the salt has ‘been washed 
out of the soil and convorted into brine. 
‘Wherever produced, it is a source of 
great wealth to the people and of re- 
venue to the government. 

‘Returning once more to populous and 
prosperous ‘Szechuan proper after a de- 
jightful fortnight spent: in the clean dry 
‘country beyond the 
oppressed by the filthy condition of the 
towns and’ people—a filth which comes 
home to one most closely in the inns, to 
which the land traveller is compelled to 
resort; a filth rendéred the more intoler- 
able by the damp muggy atmosphere. One 
wonders how the people live at all in such 
pigsties as thoy inhubit ;. rich and poor 
Alike seem quite insensible to decency or 
the most elementary cleanliness. Opium 
is everywhere and the opium _ smoker 
ig ‘ag callous -to ‘appearatices as ix the 
drunkard: with us,-but, while drunkenness 
is happily diminishing in the West, here 
opium smoking seems to be steadily on the 
increase. The natives themselves say that 
seven-tenths of the i smoke, men 
and women alike. The native opium is 
mild and much adulterated and so not so 
fatal in its effects, but the apathy and lnzi- 
that are its accompaniment demoralise 
yple much as does drinkathome. Add 
to this the crippled-footed women and the 
dirty children chose delights of picturesque 
Japan) and 74 cannot wonder that, on 
the first night I slept in an inn in tho 
plain, Iheattily wished myself back amongst 
the despised Sifan. I could only console 
myself by dropping into poetry (realistic, 
of course) & la Silas Wegg, and so I con- 
clude this long yarn by inflicting upon yon 
the lines that ‘came into my head as I lay 
sniffing the pigstye and vainly trying to 
sleep. Still, taken us a whole, the journoy 
was n glorious change from the stagnation 





























of Chungking and the exercise and fresh 
physically as 


mountain air as stimulating 
‘a trip to Europe. ‘The day will come 
when railways will give residents in the 


‘atoamy plains of China free access to her 
grand ‘mountains and then such stories 
ha thesa of the delays ant discomforts of 


travel in the 19th Century will be deemed 
impossible. 
1st November. 


EPILOGUE. 


Back to the damp and the drizzle: 

Back to the filth and the stench : 
Back to the pigsty-cum-cesspool 

And the slatternly small-footed wench ! 


Barbarinns,—gentle and simple !— 


‘How I long for your firesides so trim !— 


Who treated the Fur-Western savage 
As one of your own kith and kin. 


‘Why back to the lice* and the bed-bug 
And the paddy’s malarial reek ? 


Why pitch not my tent on your moun- 


tains? 
‘Why farther for happiness seek ? 








le ll too fleeting, 
ar° milk, and your 


At Tzeliuching, on | 


I am again! 


f 


Slaves are we who call ourselves free. 
men ; 
|’ Fate urges relentless our feet : 
And your health-giving wind-swept pla- 
H teau now 
Remains but a memory sweet. 
‘Tsung-pa, N. Szechuan 
17th October, 1897. 
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; ONE OF AUSTRALIA'S 
MOUNTAINS. 

“THE BUFFALO.” 


——>— 
Nestling under the shoulder of one of 
Victoria’s principal mountains lies the 
small but picturesque settlement of 
Eurobin. I had often heard its beauties 
extolled, for one of my chums hud beon 
born and bred in its immediate vicinity, 
‘and was never tired of speaking of his 
mountain home. Over our camp fires in 
New South Wales he would tell me of high 
waterfalls, gigantic masses of granite, 
yawning chasms and giant cleavages of the 
Mountain itself, then of th- lovely pristine 
beauties of the lower country, the tall 
eucalypti and other denizens of a mighty 
bush, the first-class shooting, and of the 
fishing and swimming to be had in that 
most accommodating of all rivers, the Oven. 

As he was not one inclined to exaggerate 
had become very desirous to see for my- 
self the wonders of this mountain region, 
especially ‘as on every occasion, the words 
“Now, J—, if ever you are in Victoria, you 
must come and see Eurobin,” finished his 
eulogy. 

‘The opportunity had at length offered it~ 
self, and an early hour, one beautiful morn- 
ing, finds me at the Melbourne, Spencer 
Street, Railway Station where, with 
‘a friend or two of like spirit, I make myself 
comfortable in the Sydney Express and am 
soon off on my holiday trip to the hills. 

Bowling through t ve fine rulling country 
that encircles the mighty céntines of tho 
Victorian metropolis’ we find ourselves 
ahout nine o'clock in the thriving little 
township of Seymour, “Twenty minutes 
for breakfast,” is the ey of the guard, 
as the automatic brake brings us quickly 
to a standstill at the platform. Carri 
ages are emptied. The refreshment room 
is crowded, and orders are flying around 
like chaff from a threshing floor, us 
everyhody wishes to be waited on at the 
same tim In a few mivutes the din 
and excitement is over, the waiters rest 
on their osrs and we lounge back to our 
carriages with much food fur thought, 
subject: ‘‘The peculiarities of life in 
general, and the travelling public in 
particul: 

‘A loud bellow of baffled rage from our 
iron horse denotes our departure, and also 
acquaints us with the fact that it is a son 
of the Great Republic, for no such sound 
‘as that ever disturbed the sleeping hamlet, 
or peaceful village of the plain, in: Old 
England. ‘The English are very musical, 
you know, and do not like heart-rending 
Sounds that make the timid lady-passenger 
jump from her sext with her heart in her 
mouth, or put her head through the 
window-glass—and all to see if there is 
really going to be an accident. I suppose 
in America it was necessary in the olden 
days to have such an inharmenious ap- 
pondage to their engines, if it was ouly to 

eep the Injuns and buffaloes off the track. 

‘Of we go, and are soon making « splendid 
pace through a xplendil country. An 

jour’s run b ings us to Benalla and a little 
later Euroa, famous in the annals of the 
. Kelly gang as having been taken ion 
of by thom, and the loci bank being com- 
pelled ‘to. submit to.the indignity of two 
tnembers of the-gaug becoming their own 
cashiers: It.uiust- have been. awfully 
gi’: Ac minute‘.only- is falloweds:to 



























































Vee sete form softhetownshipiaaid 


its surroundings and away we spin through 
gum tree and stringy bark, ti-tree and 
mallee scrub, till we pull up with a jerk 
at Glenrowan which will ever be noted in 
Colonial history, for was not the death- 
blow to Ned Kelly and his gang given 
here? Amidst the surrounding hills they 
had their home, from whence they used 
to swoop down on some undefended sheep 
or cattle station, with the bailing up of 3 
township as desert, and then back to their 
haunts in the greenwood with the booty 
obtained. ‘A short life and a merry one” 
was their ides of existence, and it certain'y 
proved a short one, though full of thrilling 
incidents. Beginning with horse stealing 
and cattle lifting it quickly emerged into 
the more exciting pastime of the bush- 
ranger and highway robber. Outlawed, 
and a price on their heads, matters began 
to look lively; the sharp hark of the 
revolver and the ring of the repeating rifle 
at frequent intervals resounded through 
the bush and echoed from the hillsides, as 
a brush with the police took place. Being 
crack shots, first claws horsemen, and hav- 
ing a thorough knowledge of the country 
around, they proved themselves a difficult 
matter’ to deal with, but after being 
tracked from point to point, they were 
eventually surrounded in this’ picturesque ° 
locality, in which encounter three of them 
met their fate, and Ned Kelly was taken 
prisoner and afterwards paid for his wrong- 
joings in the Melbourne gaol. We are off 
again, and ax before, 


“Singing through the forests, rattling 
over ridges, 

Shooting under arches, rumbling over 
bridges, 

Whizzing through the mountains, buz- 
zing o'er the vale. * 

Bless mo! this is pleasant, ridin, on 
the rail, 


We pull up a little after twelve in 
the commodious station of Wangarattn. 
Here the excitements of the refreshment 
room xre again enacted, but those of us 
Louw for the mountains change here, and 
as we have to wait some time for the train 
‘wo evn take our lunehwon in peace aud have 
time to cast nn occasional glance of pity ab 
the others, who are burning their insides 
out with scalding soup and red-hot pota- 
toes. 

With a whoop and a roar the Sydney 
express is off, aud a few minutes later we 
take our seats in the train for Bright. We 
aro soon under way, but at n very different 

ce from our late friend “The Express.” 
it put me in mind of a story I have heard of 
coach travelling in the early days whou tho 
roads were not so good as they are now. 
‘Phe driver was on the box with the ribbons 
in his.hand, and the grooms were fixing up 
the traces of @ livery four-in-hand to the 
cross-trees as quickly as possiple, when 
female pedestrian passed rapidly by— 
“Good morning, Mrs. ———, are you not 
coming with us?” ‘No !” was the auswer, 
“not to-day, for I am in a hurry.” At 
times we thought we could reach our.des- 
tination sooner by walking, for stoppages 
were so frequent and at most of them 
soveral minutes were spent, as the guard 
tells the local station master of the last rce 
at Flemington, or -the result of a particu- 
lar cricket match on the Melbourne Oval. 
Everton is reached at lust, at which placo 
wwe leave a few carriayes behind to be taken 
on to Beechworth, and then jogging on as 
before we pass through the pretty little 
township of Sfyrtleford and at a latish hour 
in the afternoon emerge from the train 
on to the Posepunkah. platform. Here 
‘an American four-wheeler is waiting for 
us with two nice-looking youug ladies in 
charge. Introductions are forthcoming, 
and then the question “ Who is to drive?” 
comes to the fore. A toss-up is proposed 
‘and of course was won hy my bosom friend 
Tack; but*T might have known it for he 
6s" Wlways koiforturista with -the ladies. 
fe plekwadtadrinaioereheds alties tbrgazalas 






































Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


1052 


The H.-C. Herald and S.C. & C. Gazette. 


Dec: 10, 1897. 








to the beauty spot of this mountain region, 
Eurobin, where we meet with a most hearty 
wweleome, and are soon at the festive board 
of our hospitablé host, walking into the 
choice visnds thereon with a zest that can 
only be obtained by a few hours spent in 
the clear pure atmosphere of the mountains. 

Next morning awoke bright and clear, 
and up with the lark we hare plunge 
into the cool, invigorating waters of the 
Eurobin, which puts us into splendid trim 
for the breakfast which soon follows. Half 
an hour Ister we don our wide-awakes, 
and securing a good stick that will assist 
us greatly in our climb up the steep slopes 
of the mountain, and also prove service- 
able as a weapon of warfare against any 
hostile suake who might dispute the right 
of pathway, we are ready for the fray. 

“'Staker's Track” is advised as the best 
means of reaching the top of the first spur, 
for though longer in transit, it is much 
easier in access than going straight up the 
face of the spur; wo are redundant with 
life, and scorn such advice for we feel as 
if we could overcome all such obstacles in 
the shortest space of time, so the order is 
“ oharge !” 

‘The firut few hundred yards of that spur 
however, fully convinced us that there was 
sound common sense in the advice given 
and that some of us had grievously blund- 
ered, but such a thing as retreat was 
Impossible, for, were ‘there not several 
bright eyes watching us from yonder veran- 
dah, and an occasional ware or two of 
a dsinty handkerchief proclaiming the 
ownor's intorest in our progress? So the 
words “never say die” are passed round 
and with renewod effort we plune through 
the scrub and strive to get u firm foothold 
in the loose shingle and slippery vegetation 
of the mountain side. After a great ex- 
penso of blowing, snorting, end serambling, 
we at length reach the top thoroughly out 
of breath, and more fit for the ambulance 
waggon than further wanderings. What 
isthat? It is the musical murmurings of 
running waters that grect our ears, the 
very sound of which puts new life into us 
and a few, quick steps take us to the 
‘Font where our parched lips are ro- 
froshed with the covlest, most delightful 
draught of Adam's ale I have ever partaken 
of, Beside this crgstal spring wo rest our 
wearied limbs, and while doing so engage 
ins controversy as to the best way of 
reaching the Falls. Two routes are open 
to discussion—“ Staker's Track,” or climb- 
g the rocks, A glance at the last named 
is sufficient for the Melbourne members of 
the party who have done enough of roof- 
scaling for one day, and decide to leave 
tho chamois work’ to the sons of the 
mountain, and take themselves the longer 
but easier route. 

A brief spell and wo are on tho track 
again, for as yet we have only reached the 
breast of the Buffalo and have a long, trou- 
Blesome journey to go before reaching its 
Horn, Our path leads along a winding 
track’ around the side of the mountain; 
many a steep pinch had to be overcome, but 
after our experiences of the spur these were 
looked upon as child's play. What a world 
of confusion meets our eyes! It seems ns 
if we were passing through a land reigned 
over by some great giant who had been 
playing bowls with mighty granite rocks, 
‘or base-ball with tranks of gigantic trees ; 
for dead timber is noted by its plentiful: 
ness, and granite boulders of every con- 
ceivable size and shape are scattered wildly 
about and in such peculixe positions that 
you tremble as you pass them, thinking 
that they. will topple over and squeeze 
the life ‘out of you in the depths of the 
cavernous gorge to the right. 

On the plateau at Inst! and a few minutes 
to take breath before proceeding across 
the tableland. We then make our way 
alongside the borders of a deep morass 
which spreads toa great extent over the 
plain, and are just nearing an immense 
clump of rocks that notify the head of the 
































behold the deserters from our ranks—‘ tho 
rock wallabies ”—emerging from tha creek 
where they had keen indulging in a refresh- 
ing bath while waitiog for our arrival. 
Following the winding curves of the rip- 
pling brook, we twist our way inand around 
The boulders through a deep gorge, tl we 
come to—what? One of our party said it 
must surely be glory, but the rest of us were 
not quite positive about it for we were too 
tired ; but as.you looked upon that magni- 
ficent’ scene you gradually, felt yourself 
being wafted away from tings mundane 
and terrestrial to a higher sphere, and your 
mind soars abore earth and time to the 
great artist, “The Creator and Giver of 
all,” for He indeed and in truth hath done 
most marvellous things. 

We are standing at the edge of an 
immense abyss, and can look down to 
depth between’ fifteen hundred and two 
thousand feet. The opposite side of the 
Gap is like a gigantic rampart, so perpendi- 
cular is it, that you should almost imagine 
that some mighty Samson had cleft the 
mountain with an instrument of elephantine 
proportion. The side on which we stand 
is more wild and rugged in its romantic 
grandeur, for huge rocks of solid granite 
are piled ‘up in an incongruous mass, some 
of them being so peculiarly balanced that 
you would think the slizhtest push would 
hurl them into the depths below, awakening 
the quiet serenity of the valloys with ths 
noise of a thousand cannon. Over the lip 
of this gorge rush the waters of the 
Eurobin, having aclean drop of close on 
two thousand feet before they reach their 
rocky bed below, on which they are beaten 
into a cloud of vaporous spray. As we 
lift our eyes beyond our rugged surround- 
ings, what a picture meets our vision! Tt 
would indeed be hard to describe it, for 
it is one of the grandest and most compre- 
hensive that Australix can show. 

At our feet, stretching right and left, is a 
splendid valley of farming land. A largo 
amount of it has been un ler cultivation, 
but harvest is over, and most of the crops 
have been gathered in as we can see by the 
many stacks at the different farmstend: 
‘Through this valley, winding and twisti 
between its gravelly banks flows the Oven 
River, its clear waters looking like a belt 
of silver in the heautiful greenness of its 
surroundings. Beyond this the hills b 
to rise, followed by range upon range of 
ragged bush-clad mountains, Across their 
blue-tinged ridges our eyes still wander 
till they reach the mighty peaks of 
the Alps. ‘Towering high above its 
fellows, its snow-tipped summit seeming 
to pierce the very heavens, and its magni- 
ficent form with its blue, glacier-like 
surface throwing back the effalgence of 
the noonday sun, stands ‘ Kosciusko,” 
the Monarch of the Australian mountains, 
and the pet and pride of her people. 
What more can Tadd as a fitting Snish to 
this heautiful picture of 

“Nature in her geandest mood ?” 

Would it make it moro realistic to speak 
of yonder fleecy clouds, that in front of a 
gentle breeze are being wafted across the 
Tidges to kiss the mountain peaks ? 
Would it bring the scene nearer to speak 
of that lovely, bluish haze that envelops 
| the whole in its lovely, dreamlike curtain, 
and makes you whisper the words 

“Dol wake, or am I dreaming ?” 

Possibly it may, but neither the pen nor 
the brush can give you any really adequate 
idea of the splendoars that met us on that 
glorious February day, when looking fom 
the edge of that yawning precipice on the 
heights of the “Buffalo. 

jar watches bring us back to earth and 
show us that Time is on the wing and we 
must needs be going. Oae more look at 
the majestic mountain. Ooe more glance 
at the petceful valley, so grext in contrast 
to the giant cleavages and massive rocks in 
our immediate neighbourhood, and with a 
fecling-of reluctance we start for the 
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a few miles distant. After two 
hours' steady tramping, we arrived at its 
foot and hailed the camp with delight for 
we were all more or less in a state of great 
fatigue. As soon as we appeared on the 
scene, our friend M— puts the billy on 
the glowing embers of a still lively fire, 
and B— a gentleman who, for the latter 
few days had beon taking photographs of 
the principal sights of the mountain —— 
showed his kindness of disposition by 
getting ready the entables. The billy 
having come to the boil we partake of our’ 
meal with a zest and a relish that I, for one, 
had never before felt, and would be a- 
shamed to state the amount I did eat on 
that occasion, However we aro satisfied 
at last, and then reclining under a wide 
spreading tree we listen to tho adventures 
and experiences of our friends in their 
roving o'er the highlands, and in turn 
give our views on the different scones 
in the day's climb, followed by a 
general chat on the romantic aspect of 
our surroundings. 


(To be continued.) 














THE NEWLY DISCOVERED 
SAYINGS OF JESUS. 
Sl is 


AN ADDRESS BY THE REV. JOHN STEVENS, 
D.D., LIT, De 


If proof were needed of the grip that 
Jesus has upon the cultured and thinking 
minds of our age, it would be quite sufti- 
cient to point to the wide-spread and eager 
interest ‘awakened by the news of a di 
covery of the fragment of a leaf from an 
ancient papyrus book, upon which are a 
few sentences, each of which is prefaced by 
the words, diye Inooic—"* Jesus says.” Not 
only scholars, but thoughtful people gene- 
rally, have been engaged in a keen se: iting 
of these so called Logic, or sayings of our 

them with His teachings 
as they are recorded by the four evangelists ; 
framing theories and weighing theories 1s 
to theiprobable age to which the’ papyrus 
containing them: must be -referfod, by 
whom it was written, and the bearing it 
has upon the problems connected with the 
history and present form of the Canonical 
gospels. The numerous articles in our 
newspapers and in religious journals, tho 
many public lectures and sermons which 
have been delivered, the several discussions 
which have taken place in learned societies 
upon these Logia, a'l bear witness that 
the common feeling in this century towards 
Jesus as a teacher is much the same as 
that which moved the tomple soldiers who 
were sent to arrest Him, to return to those 
who sent them and say : ‘* Never man spake 
like this man !” 

I want to give in the briefest possible 
way some account of these Logia, and* 
to indicate their probable meaning. If 
some of the points I mention are already 
familiar to any who hear mo, you. will 
please understand that I have in mind as I. 
speak those who have not had opportunity 
to acquaint themselves with the facts of 
this remarkable discovery. In connection 
with the?Egypt Exploration Fund, Messrs. 
Grenfell"and Hunt have been searching 
the low sand-covered mounds which taatk 
the site of the ancient city of Oxyrhynchus, 
120 miles south’ of Cairo, on the border of 
the Libyan desert. Here they have found 
8 great many papyri; among them the 
fragment the. publication of which has 
cuused general attention to be directed to 
it. It measures 5} by 3} inches, and is 
broken at the bottom. From the character 
of the writing upon it, it is believed that 
it belongs to the first half of the Third 
Century, and perhaps to the second half 
of the Second Century. Of the eight 
Logit which it originally contained, there 
are six which are so far decipherable that 
their sense can be fixed, and four. are 
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almost completely legible. These six have 
been translated as follows :— 

Le. eee and then shalt thou seo 
clearly to cast out the mote that is in thy 
brother's eye.” 

‘2,— Jesus says, Except ye fast to the 
world, ye shall in no wise find the Kingdom 
of God, and scout ye keep the Sabbath, 
ye shall not see the Father.” 

3.—‘ Jesus says, I stood in the midst 
of the world, and in the flesh was I seen 
of them, and I found all men drunken, 
and none found I athirst among them, and 
iy soul grieveth over the sons of men, 
because they are blind in their heart.....” 

4.—“‘ Jesus says, Wherever there are 
. and there is one... alone, I am 
with him. Raise the stone and there thou 
lt find me; cleave the wood and there 
am I.” 

5.—"* Jesus says, A prophet is not accept- 
able in his own country, neither doth a 
physician work cures upon them that know 
him.” 

6,—"* Jesus says, A city built upon the 
top of a high hill, and established, can 
neither fall nor be hic 

Tt is by no means certain that these are 
genuine sayings of Jesus; although, I think, 
it may be said there is nothing in them, 
judging from the words of our Lord in the 
Gospels, that He might not have said. Tt 
8 well-known that the sayings of Christ 
were held in memory by His disciples and 
‘communicated by word of mouth, before 
they were written down ; and it is ‘at least 
possible that we here have some which 
escaped the notice of the Evangelists, or 
which they did not transcribe because they 
had already given their substance in other 
and like sentences from the lips of the 
Master. But with questions of this charact 
we cannot now attempt to deal. It will b 
more profitabl well as more interest- 
ing, to notice some of the more obvious of 
the possible marks of genuineness which 
have boen observed in them, and then go 
on to treat of some of the important lessons 

hich they suggest. Among these pos- 
sible marks of genuineness is that each 
of is introduced with the words, 
“Jesus says.” It is as if the writer of 
them was a reporter who jotted do 
the sayings as they were spoken. It is 
true that competent critics fix 140’ a.p. as 
the earliest date of the book of which the 
fragment which contains them was origin- 
ally a leaf; but possibly that book may 
have been a copy of an earlier one. But 
more important by far in this connection 
is the fact that there is nothing sectarian 
in them. ‘The attempt which was at first 
made to prove for them an Bbionitish origin, 
because of the somewhat peculiar reference 
in one of the number to the Sabbath, has 
failed. It has beeu conclusively shown that 
there is nothing in that reference which 
requires us to believe that these Logia were 
framed by an early sect of Christians, who 
were zealous for the Mosaiclaw. And pre- 
cisely the same is it with the idea, which for 
a time found some favour, that they aro 
Gnostic inventions, an idea which first took 
shape because of the phrase in one of the 
‘most interesting of all these sayings: ‘Raise 
the stone; and there thou shalt find me; 
cleave the wood, and there am I.” We 
owe it to the labour and quick insight of 
Professor Harnack, that that idea has been 
‘effectually exploded. The same note of 
universality which characterises’ all the 
teachings of Jesus, is found in these pro- 
fessed Logia. That there should be words 
of Christ which are not found in_the 
gospels need not surprise us. St. John 
tells us that Jesus did many more works 
than those which are recorded ; and we 
may be sure that the Evangelists have 
preserved but part of his. sayings. You 
‘will remember that the Apostle Paul in- 
troduces into one of his epistles a Logion 
of Christ which the Evangelists did not 
roport—‘‘It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.” It may be said, then, that 
there is @ high degree of probability for 















































the belief that this newly discovered 
papyrus fragment does contain veritable 
Logia of Jesus. 

‘You will have noticed already that the 
Grst of them is part of a passage which 
occurs in both St. Matthew and St. Luke: 
“First cast out the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cust 
out the mote that is in thy brother's 

‘The second is not found at all 
New Testament. Let me repeat i 

ys except ye fast to the world, ye shall 
‘no wise find the Kingdom of God, and 
except ye keep the Subbath, ye shall not 
see the Father.” There is no difficulty as 
to the first part of it. Tt agrees with many 

es which might be quoted from the 
Evangelists. ‘To fast to the world, is the 
same thing as to deny the impulses and 
appetites of the lower self ; and to find the 
Kinglom of God, is to be subject to the 
wise and precious rule of God, to live in 
that spiritual realm in which alone the life 
of the spirit can grow and realise the bless- 
‘edness God has covenanted to bestow npon 
His people. There is a great truth here, 
which may well have been attered in 
this form by Him who is Truth. It is 
‘a truth which we cannot afford to ignore. 
We must indeed ‘fast to the world” to 
find the kingdom of God. Some of us, it 
may be, are missing the Kingdom of God 
just because wo do not fast to the world. 
We are not, indeed, so utterly mad as that 
Theotyinus, of whom St. Ambrose writes, 
who, when the physician told him that un: 
less he abstained from intemperance, as 
drunkenness and excess, was so set upon 
his sin that he said, ‘* Vale lumen aanicwn !” 
(Farewell, then, siwoet light !). But is it 
not the fact, that some of us are s0 occupied 
with the things of senso as to be blind to 
the higher and bettor things of the spirit ? 
‘That in the ardour and energy of our desire 
and effort to gain the world we are ex- 
posing ourselves to the tremendous danger 
of losing our souls? 

It must be acknowledged that thore is a 
strange sound about the second part of 
this logion: ‘Except ye keep the Sabbath 

e shall not seo the Father.” Literally 

it is “Except ye sabbatise the Sabbath.” 
Taken in connection with our Lord’s well 
known words upon Sabbath-keeping, th 
is fruitfal of sugyestions which are of 
special importance, in the present dey. 

fe may be sure that Christ would not 
Tead us back to the bondage of the Inw, 
but, according to the method he over 
followed, would by means of the law bring 
us into ‘the liberty of the gospel. "To 
sabbatise the Sabbath is to make it a day 
for the worship of the Father in spirit and 
trath, for the fulfilment of holy and 
Christ-like service whereby we are brought 
near to God. We misuso our liberty, 
when we make it an excuse for neglect of 
the privileges for which it is granted us. 
To give occasion to the flesh, to occupy 
ourselves with the world, on the Lord's 
day, is to blind our eyes to tho Father. It 
is to those who reverent'y seek His face 
that He graciously reveals Himself. 

‘Phe third logion is a rebuke and con- 
demnation of those who reject Christ ; who 
satisfied with sin, and blind to the great 
‘opportunity of salvation unto eternal life, 
which His coming presents, turn heed 
essly or proudly away from Him; and 
it voices His inward grief because of their 
folly. “I stood in the midst of the 
world, and in the flesh was I seen of thom, 
and I'found all 'men drunken, and none 
found I athirst among them, and my soul 
grieveth over the sons of men, because 
they are blind in their heart.” Is not that 
in harmony with the lament of Jesus which 
St. John records,—a lament spoken in 
tones in which the tears are evident,—‘ Ye 
will not come unto me that ye might have 
life!” 

I will only now further speak of the 
logion over which there’ has beon most 
controversy :_‘‘ Raise the stone, and there 
you shall find me; cleave the wood and 





















































there am I.” Professor Harnack has given 
us what I think is certainly the clue to the 
meaning. In Ecclesiastes X, 9, we read: 
‘*Whoso removeth stones shall’be hurt 
therewith ; and he that cleaveth wood shall 
be endangered thereby." It is the word of 
acynic who declares the useleysness and 
the danger of labour. This i gives the 
promise of the presence of Christ, not only 
to those gathered in His name, but to the 
humble and solitary labourer, toiling for his 
daily bread. Thus, then, the iness of 
labour is affirmed, and we are taught that 
in paths of lowly’ duty we may find our 
Lord. Not-in the sanctuary only, but on 
the street and amidst the scenes of our. 
common lot we may meet and commune 
with Him, who says to His disciples : 
Tam with you alway.” 
“The daily round, the common task, 

Will furnish all we ought to ask, 

Room to deny ourselves ; a road 

‘To bring us daily nearer God.” 

have only touched the fringe of a great 

subject ; but perhaps I have said enough 
to entitle me to press home the question : 
“What is, and what in days to come shall 
be your attitude towards Jesus and His 
sayings?” It is possible for us to admire 
His teachings, to acknowledge that He is 
the divinest and wisest of terchers, and 
yet to reject Him and make His words « 
dead letter in our lives. To learn of Him 
is to become wise unto salvation, to find 
rest unto our souls. To turn away from 
Him is to refuse the light of life. “Lord, 
to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words 
of eternal life!” 


















CYCLING IN ENGLAND. 


———_ 


Our rights to the use of the reads would 
have been thought to be well established 
Ly this time, but every now and again an 
obstreperous driver fancies that he can 
treat cyclists asinterlopers, and refuse them 
the night of. way. Ifthe cycli+t in such a 
case is n public-spirited fellow he will bring 
the matter before the magistrates. Such a 
ppeared the wthor day to protest 
against the action of al cal carrier in South 
Lincolnshire who refused to give him room 
to pass. The fact being proved, the magis- 
trates held the carrier to be in fault, and, 
fined him for obstruction. 


oe 


‘The case is interesting, »s there is a 
growing tendency in some quarters to treat 
cycling traffic as if it were permitted on 
sufferance only, »nd was without the same 
legal rights «n} privileges ns other wheeled 
trafic. Particularly so is this the crse in 
the columns of ‘hose papers which have 
lent themsylves to an anti-cyclist’ 
‘hey forget that a cycle is a carr 
the Highway Act, and bas ns much, if no 
mm to consideration as any other 








































cart, oarrinye, coach, omnibus, cab, or 
wagyon that rolls along the road. 

*, 

ae 


Somo sensation has been cvused by the 
rumour that the streets of the City of 
London were to be closed to the use of 
cyclists, but the rep rt is an exaggerated 
fone, as all that has been done at present 
is for the Court of the Common Council of 
the City to pass a resolution on the mutter 
which is cortainly not pledged to any 
scheme for thw exclusion but merely the 
regulation of cycling trafic. This is 
reasonable enough, but the least at-. 
tempt t» abolish the privileges of 
cyclists would meet with a-great popu- 
lar onthurst of resentment. The harm- 
less proposal is that the police should 
confer with the aldermen to see what steps, 
if any, could be taken to regulate the pas- 


siiig of eyclists th-ough the city. ‘Tho pro- 








posal was adopted without opposition, and 
the mover ws particularly anxi-us not to 
be thought-in any way hostile to cyclists. 
‘The gentleman in question is Mr. A. O, 
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Morton, who was for some years, until the 
last general election, « member of Parlia- 
ment for Pe-erborough, a-d conspicuous 
for- eternally asking questions ou every 
conceivable subject, until he was some- 
thing of a langhing stock in the House of 
Commons. 
as 
‘The question ix often asked by riders 
low hard they shou'd pump their tires, but 
it obviously depends upon the weight of the 
rider, afact that is at once pr-ved tn be 
true by reflecting that a tandem or multicy- 
cle. tire is necesanrily pumped far harder 
than that of aringle machine. A good aver- 
age.is said to be xbout 30 Ibs. to the square 
inch, thyt is to say, about the pres-ure of 
two atmospheres, but as only cue rider in 
ten thousand uses a pressure gauge, 
either on the valve or in the pomp, 
the giving «f a figure of this rort is not 
of much use. The best way is literally 
to decide the point by rule of thu 
Try various hardue-ses of your tires 
and see which is the one which be+rs 
your weight with just the least -bservable 
flattening at ‘the point of cowact 
and then a'ter dasmou ting” notice by 
pressing the thumbs on the tire as you 
squeeze it apainxt the tim wh-t degre of 
hardtess there avd remember that 
whenever you pump you should br ng the 
level again. The 
strength of x rider's thumb is vot directly 
proportional to his weight, so that it is 
impossible to say pump till your shumbs 
cannot produce n depression in the tire, 
but as the strength of one’s thumbs does 
not vary from time to time, when one the 
right tightnoss has been found, and the 
thumbs have voted it, they will serve asa 
sullicirnt gauge for ever afterwar 
tye 
* 





























Some one has been digging away at the 
statinties of cycle accidents xud finds thet 
during the-year there lve been forty such, 
resulting fatally. At the first sound th 
seems.a terribly high death roll, but it 
less than the number attributed to horse 
and carriage accidents, and when taken in 
consideration with the enormous number 
of persons who ride, and the fact that the 
majority of then ate novices, the figures 
lose much of their appalling’ significance. 
It is guessed that there are four million 
cyclints in the country. If so the death. 
rate is only a thousandth part of one per 
cent, or, put in another way, if each rider 
takes a hunderd spins per annum his risk 
of a fatal accident is the long odds of teu 
millions to one against his ride terminating 
fatal, and if he is skilled above the very 
low level of the rish novice his ratio of 
immunity is still more colossal. 


22nd October. 


At last our governing body has entered 
upon ity plan’ of campaign against the 
railway companies of the United King- 
dom. The honorary treasurer of the 
National Cyclists’ Union has made a little 
history by attempting to pass the barrier 
ata London Railway station withoi.t being 
provided with a ticket showing that he 
ad paid for his machine. He exrlained 
that he considered it to be “personal 
luggage, ” and as such entitled to be carried 
free, but of course this contention did 
not’ satisfy. the ticket collector, aud an 
appeal from one official to another at last 
secured the decision uf a high author 
in the company, that they 
not regard the bicycle as personal ly 
and 
being paid for. ‘This was the expected out- 
come of theattempt, but it was made so that 
there may be formal evidence of the Com- 

ny’s refusal, on which to found the test 
Frought ‘by the Union to settle the matter, 
in the same way as a noted case was fought, 
how. taany years ago, to decide whether the 
railway companies had a legal right to 
make 8 charge for the conveyance of guns 
when accompanied by sportsmen. Thesa 






























age, | 
that it could n-t be taken without 


were classed by the law as personal, and 
theref-re free luggage, ant 
happy issue comes of th 
with regard t. 
Britten, an totter of the point, will cara 
for himself a niche in the gallery of cycling 
heroes Unfortunately there is at present 
sed lack of the ansinunition of war without 
which a conflict with such weal hy corpora- 
tions as our ‘raileay compa ies cannot 
possibly be carried ov. Nor does there 
seem uiuch chance of the public supporti 
{ auch a movement, as the prospects of success 
are by no means rosy, and at best a man is 
rather inclined to pay his sixpence or a 
shitlng in a railw-y fare, now and then, 
than to coutsibute a subscription to « fund 
which may or may not relieve him of the 
requirement so to pay hereafter. 
































lonz »ccustomed to the inexorableness of 
the law which stipulates that a rider shall 
carry a light, that it came as a surprise the 
other day that a man who was ina lamp- 
jon alter the prescribed hour 
we been let go free. But the 
case wes brought under peculiar cireum- 
jee, and involved a legal technicality 
which for once was strained in favour of 
the eyclist. Constables stopping lightless 
cyc'ists have been in the habit of detaining 
them at police stations to make enquiry as 
to the correctness of the name and address 
tendered to them. Recently, however, 
it has been discovered that the law 
that defines the offence of riding without 
a light does not confer upon the police 
the power of arrest, which detainment at 
a police station practically wmounts to. In 
order to dodge this a constable wh» stop- 
pel the effender in this case, too’ him to 
the station and charged him with riding to 
the common danger, an offence which does 
Allow of a constable arre:ting arider. In 
court he explained tha’ the common dunger 
was the riding without a light, and pointed 
out to the magistrate the reason of hi 

apprehenting the cyclist ou ground 
is stead of under the law providing for the 
carrying of a light. As it was a question 
of danger or not, the magistrate declared 
that there was no danger, as the man was 
































riding in company with other riders who 
had lights, and therefore let him off. Now 
if the constable liad been content to 








summon the rider under the usual Act, 
there would have been no escape for him, 
ns this excuse has never been accepted, not 
even when x squid of military cyclists have 
been riding together under officers’ or-lers, 
but asthe police over-reached themselves 
by trying to strain ano:her Act to apply, the 
magistrate checkmated such smartness by 
lotting the accused man go unfined. 
Pes 

The rigour with which the lamp lighting 
law is observed is prettily illustrated by x 
| tale frm Torquay, where a constable, who 
is himself a rider, applied for a summons 
against himself for having ridden in the 
dark without a light, and gave evidence 
against himself and got himself fined five 
shillings. ‘The self-sactifice of this nobl 
officer becomes more intelligible when it 
known that he was seen by a clergymav, 
{who represented to him that he would not 
| be able ever to give evidence in court 
against other lumpless cyclists unless he 
| made an example of himself, as a police- 
man, unlike a king, is not superior to the 






































ae 

This is the season when the cycle manu- 
facturer issues to the world the report of 
his year’s trading, and alm: st daily there 
appear wonderful balance sheets telling of 
A most prosperous season. It is almost an 
invariable role to find that a c-mpany 
proposes to pay a 10 per cent diviiend and 
put a big sum of its ‘97 earnings to reserve. 
‘This example has been followed this week 
by the Rover Cycle Co., the Enfield Cycle 
+ Co., and the Premier Co., the last nained 














We syc'ists in this country have been so | 








reserving £30,000, while the Rudge- 
Whitworth Co., which last year paid: no 
dividend nt all, this season rises to the 
standard level of a ten per cont, and also. 
puts the comfortable lump of £20,000 aside. 
But even more stupendous are the: figures 
of the Cycle Components Co, whose profits ° 
for the year have enabled them to pay a 
%5 per cént dividend, and to add £50,000 
to reserve, bringing the total he'd for con- 
tingencies' up to the enormous sum’ of 
£183,000 ! 





“ 
ee 

Winter has come at last, or the foretasto 
of it, in the shape of dense mists and 
arizzling rain which re at Inet having an 
effect upon the roads, putting them under 
a winter coat of mud, not without stones 
and decaying leaves, and we shall have to 
wait for another spring before our roads 
in swarm xs they Intely hav» done, 
with all sorts and conditions of riders 
Year by year the number of winter riders 
steadily increases, but the proportion of 
the hardy sort who brave any weathor is 
after all a very small one indeed, especialy 
near our big cities, where the dirt of the 
streets is far more repulsive than x heavy 
country road, and ten times as risky in 
thoir tnendurable slipperiness. =~ 


ate 


Asthe fall of the year has seen the end of 
the dry weather, there is a cessation of rod 
aking, and the excitement among 
the racing men now confines itself to at- 
tending the police courts on a charge of 
furious driving. Noxon fount ‘that 
although his fine was only forty shillings, 
the costs amounted to upwards of ten 
ounds, and Gould, the twelve hours’ record~ 
Polder; is lao holder ofa snmeaona to appear; 
on a charge of furious driving on the, oc- 
casion of his ride. He was not stopped 
while it was in progress, and if it lad not 
been advertised for a fow days after the 
ent the police would have known noth- 
ing about it. ‘Their plin now isto search 
the roports of these things, and monufac- 
ture evidence after ‘Tho average 
magistrate, moreover, will not accept, the 
defence that there “was no danger, in the 
ridiig of an expert even at.a high’ rato of 
speed. 
29th October. 





























THE ACCIDENT TO THE 
MOYUNE. 


MARINE COURT OF ENQUIRY. 

A Marine Court of Enquiry to investigate 
the circumstances attending the accident 
to the Moyune, which struck an uncharted 
rock on the 2nd ult. in the Sulu Sea, was 
held at Singapore on the 20th of November. 
‘The Court consisted of Mr. O'Sullivan, 
Acting Senior Magistrate, Capt. Craufurd, 
B.N., Master Attendant, Capt. Madge, 
steamer Sherard Osborne, and Capt. Darke. 

Capt. Kemp, master of the: steamer 
Moyune, said the. Moyune was a steel 
steamer of 3,016 tons register, official num- 
ber 105,724, built at Glasgow, and belong- 
ing tothe port of London. The vessel left 
Gsbu, in the Philippines, on September 
30th ‘with a general cargo, bound to London 
cid Singapore. There were 63 souls all 
told on board including one passonger. 
All went well till 8.25 a.m. on the morning 
of October 2nd. Witness was on the. bridge, 
when he heard a noise forward, and looking: 
over the wide he saw. that the vessel was 
still going. The position of the vessel at 
the time was 8 and 118 ° 6’ 30" E.. 
He knew his position from observations 
taken a short time before. His position 
was about thirty. miles from the nearest, 
danger mark on the chart. The ship’s head. 
was S. 77. W., and the vessel had been.on 
that course since 1 a.m. on the 2nd’ ult. 














‘There was no-look-out man. The sea was 
rough with a strong. westerly. wind,- but 
there was no broken water to mark the 
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shoal. “Witness did not notice any change 
in the colour of the water before striking. 
The Moyune was drawing 25 feet aft and 
23 feet forward. ‘The engines were put 
full speed astern, and the vessel came 
off at once. He mancuvred the ship 
on the same latitude till noon, when 
he got the exact latitude. Ho was then 
8 deg. 8 mins. N. and 118 deg. 25 
mins. E. His dexd reckoning showed 
he had then made 18 miles from the 
shoal, which was N. 86 deg. E.. Wi 
ness then altered his course to N. 82 W. 
and kept on that course for 14 miles, when 
he altered it to S. 77 W., which would 
take him straight for Balabee lig ic 

he made at 7.45 p.m. After sighting 
light he kept the lend going till he got 
25 fathoms. Immediately the vessel struck 
he took soundings, midships nud forward, 
and found 44 fathoms in each case, but ho 
found aft-rwards there was shallower watr 
round her. When the lead was over the 
bows the ship started to come astern. The 
last compass observation was taken at 8.20, 
before the vessel struck. There was no 
error on the compass. He took further ob- 
servations in Kalandaroon Bay, where he 
anchored. Subsequently he got assistance 
and examined the ship, finding a big hole in 
her. When assistance arrived from Singa- 
pore they patched the hole with the aid of 
Hivers. ” Somo of the cargo was jettisoned 
‘on October 29th. He remained in Ka- 
Jandaroon Bay from October 3rd to Novem- 
ber Sth, They jettisoned some of the 
cargo. ‘This was necessary in order to yet 
the pumps down into. the hold. ‘They 
had no appliances for landing the damaged 
cargo which was jettisoned. ‘The greatest 
height of the water in the hold was 15 
feet. ‘They had water in No. 2 hold to the 
height of 2 feet 4 in. On November 5th 
he left for Singapore, and arrived there 
without any further adventure on Novem- 
ber 9th. 

‘Mr. R. G. Strickland, second officer, re- 
membered the ship grounding on 2nd of 
October. Soundings were taken, and the 
ship was put full speed astera. "Witness 
Knew the position of the vessel at the time 
the ship struck, Lat 8°61 N., long 118°6'33" 
E, After they got off witness continued 
sounding. On the first cast he got 75 or 
76 fathoms. ‘Then he got 105 fathoms. 

Mr. Thos. M. Moore, third officer, gave 
corroborative evidence, and at this stage 
the Court adjourned to consider its finding. 


THE FINDING. 

On re-assembling the President read the 
narrative, and the Court deliver-d its find- 
ing as follows :—" We find that the s.s. 
Moyune grounded on an uncharted shoa 
in the Sulu Soa on October 2nd, 1897, in 
about Int. 8 deg. 6 N. and long. 118 deg. 
6°30’ E,‘The ship was navigated with 
proper care. Tho captain and second and 
third officers took part in the navigation. 
‘They kept a bra per record of ail their 
observations, which agreed with one an- 
other. We hold the Captain and otticers 
entirely free from blame, and consider that 
everything was done for the safety and 
Donefit of all concerned after the stranding 
of the ship."—Singapore Free Press. 
































Holloway's Ointment and Pills.—Retiable 
Remedies. —In wounds, bruises, sprains, 
glandular swellings, enlarged veins, neuralgic 
Pains and cheumatinm, the application of thiy 
soothing Ointment to ‘the affected parts not 
only gives the greatest ease, but likewise 
cares the complaint. The Pills much assist 
in banishing the tendency to rheumatism and 
simliar painful disorders, whilst the Ointment 
cures the local ailment. The Pills remove 
the constitutional disturbance and regulate 
every ‘impaired function of every organ 
throughout, the human body. The cure is 
neither temporary nor superficial, but per- 
manent and complete, and the disease rarely 
so perfect has beeu the purification 
a by these searching yet harwiles 














.Curreney Question are now issued. 





h} and India 





GREAT BRITAIN AND THE - 
SILVER QUESTION. 
ca Se 








LORD SALISBURY'S REPLY. 

Tho papers relating to the Conference 
which has taken place at the Foreizn Office 
between various members of the Cabinet, 
the French Ambassador, and the Special 
Envoys from the United States on’ the 
‘The 
French and American Governments were 
practically agreed in su-zx 
tain line of action for the rehabilit 
silver should be taken by Great Britain 
‘Tie most important of the 
proposals were 


















of tho Indian Mints, 
of tho order making the 
soverei:m leal tender in India ; 

2. The placing of one-fifth of the bullion 
in the issuo department of the Bank of 
England in silver ; 

3. (a.)—The raising’of the legal tender 
limit of silver to say £10 ; 

(b.) The issue of 20s. notes based on 
silver, which shall be legal tender ; 

(c.) Theretirement, gradual and other- 
wise, of the 10s. gold pieces, and substitu- 
tion of paper based on silver ; 

4. An agreement to coin annually £ 
of silver 5 

Alternative proposal.—Agreement to 
purchase each year £ — insilver at coinage 
value, 

‘Tho Viceroy and the Council, however, 
strongly opposed any re-opening of the 
mints, the Secretary of State and the Trea- 
sury alike approving this decision. Finally, 
there is letter from Lord Salisbury, in 
identical torins, to the American Ambassa- 
dor and the French Minister, ia which he 
say’ 














‘Her Majesty's Government have given 
their most careful consideration to the pro- 
posals respecting Currency which were 
submitted by tho representatives of the 
United States and France. Of these pro- 
posals, it is evident that the first, which 
relates to the re-opening of che Indian 
mnints for the free coinage of silver, is by 
far the most important, aud consequently 
a dispatch was addressed on tho 5th of 
August to the Government of Iudia by the 
Secretary of State in Council asking for an 
oxptession of their opinion on the subject. 
Thiave the honour now to enclose # copy of 
a letter from the India Office tu the Trea- 
sury, forwarding the reply of the Govern- 
ment of India to this country. It will be 
observed that their ‘ unanimous and decid- 
ed opinion is that it would be most unwise 
to re-open the mints as part of the pro- 
posed arrangemonts," and that this conclu- 
sion is endorsed by the Secretary of State 
in Council. 

“Her Majesty's Government have eare- 
fully. considered the reasons by which this 
conclusion is supported. Among other 
arguments, the Goverament of India point 
out that they can hardly be expected to 
give up the policy which for four years 
they have been endeavouring to make 
effective, in the abs-nce of substantial se- 
curity thnt the system to bo substituted for 
it is practically certain to be stable. If, 
owing to the relative smallness of the area 
over which the bimetallic system is to be 
established, to the great divergence between 
the proposed ratio and the present gold 
price of ‘er, or to any other cause, the 
legal ratio were not maintained, the posi 
tion of silver might be worse than befure, 
and the financial embartassments of the 
Government of India greater than any 
with which they have as yet had to 
contend. These are arguments against 
the proposals as they stand of which it 
is impossible to deny the force. But 
even were they less strong than they 
appear to Her Majesty’s Government, or 
than they will probably appear to the re- 
presentatives of the United States and 
France, the Government of India could 
hardly be compelled against their own de- 























cided opinions to make a second important 
change in: Indian currency. within-so shork 
a period as four years ata time of excep- 
tional difticulty and suffering. 

“In these circumstances Her Majesty's 
Government feel it their duty to state 
that the first proposal of the United 
States representative is one which they 
are unable to accept. Due consideration 
has also heen given to the remaining pro- 
posals, but Her Majesty's Goverament 
ido not fool it to he necessary to discuss 
them at the present_moment, ‘The pro- 
posal respecting the Indian mints was not 
only alluded to by the First Lord of the 
{Treasury and the Chancetlor of the Exche- 
the debate in the House of Com- 
ofthe 17th of March, 1896, as hy far the 
important contribution whieh could: be 
ie by the British Eanpire towards any 
International agreement, with the object 
of securing ‘a stable ‘monetary par of 
exchange between gold and silver,’ but 
it would also appear that tre representa 
tives of the United Stites and France 
entertain a similur opinion with regard to 
it. Her Majesty's Government are, there- 
fore, desirous to ascertain how far the views 
of the Amoriein and ‘French Governments 
are modified by the decision now arrived 
at, and whether they desire to proceed 
further with the negotiations at the pre- 
sent moment. It ix possible that the time 
which hns elapsed since the proposals were * 
put forward in July last may have enabled 
the representatives of the two Governmenta 
concerned to form a more accurate estimate. 
than was then practicable of the amount of 
assistane? which they may expect from 
other Powers, and.of the succsss which 
their scheme’ is likely to attain, Her 
Majesty's Government might then be 
plaved in a position to cmsider the subject 
with a fallee knowledge than they now 
possess of miny circumstances muterially 
affecting the proposals before them.”—The 
Globe. : 







































SHIPBUILDING AT OSAKA. 


* hal Ht OF THE NEOAWA-MARU.” 
‘Tho official trial trip of the Tonemerce- 

marn, built at the yard of the Osaka Iron- 

works, Dock nnd’ Shipbuilding Company 
















(Tekk-sho), took place on Saturday morn- 
ing. ‘The result was in every respect 
satisfactory to the owners (the Osaka 
Shosen Kaisha) and also the builders, a 


speed of nearly 11 knots being attained 
under ordinary steaming. 

‘This completes an order placed with 
the Osaka Tron Works by tho Osaka Shosen 
Kaisha for three steamers of tho same 
pattern, the first of which, the Oiyarov- 
inern, was commenced in August Iast year 
and faunehed. in February ; the second, 
the Tenruigawe, was lauched in June. 
Both these ‘steamers are now being fitted 
upto ply on the Yangtze River ; whilst 
the Tongern-Marn will for the present - 
remain on the mail line to Bakan. 

‘All three vessels are alike in dimensions 
of hull, tonnage and horse-power, and all 
are fitted with the electric light. The 
dimensions are: length, 170 ft.; beam, 
2aft.; depth of hold, ‘27%. The ships 
are Btted with triple expansion engines, 
supplied by the builders, which indicate 
800 horse-powor ; cylinders 12 inches, 18 
inches and BL inches diameter ; giving a 
stroke of 22 inches. Every modern im- 
provement for economical working in the 
machinery department is supplied, and the 
ships are fitted with steam winches and a 
steam cipstan aft. ‘They are handsomely 
fitted up for first, second and third class 
passengers, and do the Osaka shipbuilding 
yard great credit—Kobe Chronicle, 29th 
November. 
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FOR A PEKING INSTITUTE. 


A UNIQUE PLAN TO ROUSE CHINA'S 
‘UPPER CLASSES. 


The Rev. Gilbert Reid says it would open 
wide the doors cf the Empire to Trade 
and Progress and told diffuse nine- 
teenth century light among the man- 
darins. 





A man recently arrived in this city from 
China who has a noteworthy and unique 
scheme under way. He is the Rev. Gilbert 
Reid, a mis-ionary among the better classes 
in the Flowery Kingdom. 

‘Mr. Reid has bees quite conspicuous 
for several yeare, for his has been a mission 
of enlightenment rather than evangelisa- 
tion, and this fact has created for him a 
unique position not only among missionaries 
sent out to China under the auspices of 
Foreign Mission Boards, but also among 
the Chinese themselves. His scheme is to 
be known as the International Institute of 
China, and he wants the American people 
to help him carry it out. He will not 
‘beg for money, for he cut loose from 


mission boards three years ago and so does} hi 


not propose to beg in Sunday schovls, 
churches, “Spworth’ Leagues, ° Christina 
Endeavour Societies, and such organisations 
after the custom of the usual returned 
missionary in need af funds. What he 


does propose to do is to appeal to rich 
individuely for the money 8 build. this 
Institute. 


Mr. Reid arrived here last week from 
San Francisco, where he landed a month 
ago. When asked to tell about his new 
enterprise he said : 

“This proposed International Iustitute 
of China is to supply the missing link 
betweon the mandarins of that country and 
foreign morchants and between the man- 
darine and the missionaries. At the same 
time I wish it distinctly understood that I 
am not starting hong, as we say over 
there, or a syndicate, or building a church, 
Any one who wants to buy merchandise 
can go to the traders and any one who 
wants to be baptised can go to the mission. 
eries. I am trying to help them all, from 
the man highest in the official life of China 
to his lowest subject, the missionaries, the 
foreign merchants, everyhody, 

“I worked as'a missionary ten years 
under the Presbyterian Board, and soon 
after I went, out my interest in the higher 
classes of China was aroused. It began 
when I found it necessary to help our 
missionaries in securing property protec- 
tion and redress for injury and damages 
suffered in a number of riots, Experience 
slong that line for seven years gave me a 
taste for that kind of work. but when the 
riots stopped I ceased to be a missionary 
lawyer and since have interested myself 
in this educational movement. 

“At the end of ten years I came home on 
a two-years' leave of absence. When it was 
time for me to return I brought things toa 
focus, forI knew my mission was among 
the higher classes. I asked the members of 
the board if they preferred I should do this 
spocial work under the or indepen- 
dently. They ssid in substance that if I 
wanted to do such work I had better do it 
cee, “oeergg a it Lg not bors that 
the Church, as such, could carry out legiti- 
mately. So T Iaunched my little canoe snd 
it has not been swamped yet. For the last 
three years I have been doing this special 
work among the high-caste Chinese, and 
during these years my work has not been 
under the direction of any Church. I 
have done the work in harmony with 
the varying conditions, and I've had 
to send no cablegrams’ to New York 
asking : ‘What am I todo?’ Missionarios 
are all right, but mission boards—well, 
to say the least, they hamper one 
fearfully. Being thus independent of any 

‘one Church or creed, I decided not to make 
mine @ mission to evangelise and proselytise 














the Chinese, which is the legitimate work 
of the churches, but to make it a mission 
of enlightenment in which all classes of 
Chinese and foreigners cauld be interested, 
and hy which all could be benefited. 

“This brings us down to the work or 
plan of this International Institute. It 
appears toa great many as unique, if not 
pieces because it differs fren almost 
every other institutional work I know of 
anywhere in the world, and yet it com- 
prises the different features that are 
common to the better life of every city in 
Europe or America. The institute will be 
centred in Peking, because that is the 
political and literaty centre of the whole 
empire, and what is done through it, with 
the leading classes, will affect the influen- 
tial men everywhere in the country. 

“One building will be a public library, 
with foreign and Chinese books arranged 
with the same thorough system that pre- 
vails in the grand libraries in this country, 
and this will serve as a model to the 
Chinese. There is not a public library in 
the country. ‘They have a few small ones, 





ing will be used as a museum or exhibit 
where we shall collect the apparatus, 
smaller kinds of machinery, movels, sam- 
ples, maps, drawings, paintings and 0 on, 
showing the Chinese the results of our 
Western skill and arts and sciences. In 
short, it is to be a continuous miniature 
exposition. ‘This will afford the first op- 
~~ to the merchants of America and 

jurope for getting their merchandise and 
improvements before the intelligent Chi- 
nese. T simply stand and open the door 
and tell the American merchants to walk 
in. 








“The main building will comprise the 
offices and reception rooms for entertain 
ing the intelligent Chinese and the various 
el of foreigners who desire to make 
their acquaintance. The better class of 
Chinese are very sociable in their habits 
and enjoy conversation, especially at the 
round table. Then there will be class rooms 
in this building, not for technical trainin, 
such as universities give, but for the genetal 
and elementary training of the grown men, 
already in official life, but desirous of know- 
ing more of what other countries are doing 
and what they themselves ought to do. 
‘The main feature of this main building, 
however, is to be the large auditoriun 
seating 2,000 persons. There is no place 
of the kind in the Empire where the 
people can come together at public lectures 
and entertainments. All of these things 
in fact are entirely new, not only in 
Peking but in Chins. That country has 
no public libraries, no museums, no recep- 
tion rooms tastefully furnished, no large 
hall where the educated Chinese can meet 
and no such class rooms for such a class of 
people.” 

“What are your prospects of success 2” 

“ Having already secured the friendship 
of the men -we went to reach,” answered 
‘Mr. Reid, ‘‘it is inevitable that they and 
their comrades will be more eager than 
‘ever to come around when we havo some- 
thing more to attract them than our in- 
dividual selves. Merely by my own i 
dividual effort I have made the acqu: 
tance of more than 400 mandarins. It 
is certain, as Ihave been able to accom- 
plish this by my unattractive manner alone, 
that with these very attractive buildings, 
with all kinds of modern equipment we 
shall sweep inte the line of progress the 
whole mass of Chinese officialdon, however 
exclusive and conservative it may be at the 
present time. . 

“These buildings are not yet erected 
and the money is not yet secured. But 
the first important beginning has been 
made by obtaining the official sanction of 
the Chinese Government ; this is the first 
time in the whole history of China that any 
sanction has been given to a foreign scheme 
































under foreign auspices’ along lines of pro- 
gress. I've éecured the concession and ain 


but they reach very few. Another build- | }, 


now trying to start the syndicate. Most 
of our countrymen who have gone there 
have first started syndicate, and then 
tried to get a concession. In many cases 
they have spent thousands and failed, but 
I determined before I approached” the 
public for money that I would get my 
backing. 

“Li Hung-chang, who is one of my best 
friends, gave me a very fine testimonial to 
the Americin eoeee under his own seal 
and indicated his willingness to help me 
financially as soon as the scheme shouid 
give sure signs of realisation. We have a 
very good advisory couneil and an excellent 
local committee in Shanghai, composed of 
Americans, English, French, Germans, and 
Datch, and in time we expect to put on 
some Chinese. Although the Chinese have 





contributed largely, financially, having 
given $10,000, they have made no demands 
to be represented in the Council, or on the 


committees. They have faith enough in 
me to believe that I will not abscond 
with their funds. The foreign merchants, 
as well as missionaries resident in Chi 
ave come forward and heartily recom 
mended the enterprise, and a large 
number have contributed to it. With 
this backing, I managed in a short time 
before leaving China to raise $15,000 
by individual subseriptior 
giving the greater part of 
got this start, my friends in China thought 
that I would have no difficulty in raising 
the balance of the money in this country, 
in England, or on the Continent. Tho 
Dutch Minister made it the subject of a 
special despatch to his own Government, 
in order that the Netherlands and the 
Dutch colonies especially might make use 
of the exhibit hall. 

“While stopping a few days in San 
Francisco, T ‘8 hearing fore the 
Chamber of Commerce, and a committee 
of five business men was appointed to aid 
me in the work. Merely tostart a library, 
a museum and put up. lecture hall may 
not be a work of much value in itself, but 
when these are erected and equipped the 
thing is to get a hold on the leaders of 
China and to persuade them to initiate 
measures for the good of theirown people. 
That should appeal to thegenerous-mind- 
ed people of this country. 
instead of going to every John. China- 
man we meet weshull bring our ideas to 
the leading men to get them to start 
libraries, schools, hospitals and to open up 
railroads, Foreigners say that this is the 
first time any one ever got s hold on tho 
upper class. My scheme works on the 
principle of pressing a button and lighting 
upa great, big hall, instead ol lighting here 
and there a little candle and leaving all the 
rest dark.'—The Sun, Philadelphia. 
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Holloway's Pills. —Good Digestion. —Hol- 
loway’s Pills are uuiversally acknowledged to 
be the safest, sprediest, and best corrective 
for indigestion; loss of appetite, acidity, 
Aatulene: nauséa are” few~of” the 
inconveniences which are remedied with ease 
by these purifying Pills. ‘They strike at the 
root of all abdominal ailments, they excite in 
the stomach & proper sceretion of gastric juice 
and regulate the action of the liver, promot- 
ing in that organ a copious supply of pare, 
wholesome bile, so necessary for digestion, 
These Pills remove ell distention and obstruc, 
tion, and from their harmless composition are 
peculiarly well adapted for delicate persons 
and young children; whilst casting ont 
impurities these excellent Pills strengthen the 








system and give muscular tons. Fe 
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THE IMPERIAL FUNERAL 
- AT SEOUL. 


: —— 
‘The Jong delayed and. much talked of 
Imperial funeral has become an accomplish- 
ed fact. The Court Astrologer deserves 
much credit for selecting such a beautiful 
day for tho State fanction. He generally 
selects the worst possible weather for Im- 
perial ceremonies, to the discomfort of 
thousands of participants; but on this 
occasion he evidently struck the right key 
in selecting last Sunday and Monday for 
the great event. The two days were balmy 
and bright and perfectly ideal for the 
occasion. 
eginning Inst Saturday afternoon thou- 
sands of soldiers and citizens assembled in 
front of the Palace with their gorgeous 
silk banners, bright, silk-covered lanterns, 
and other gay-coloured pennants, and spent 
the night in the open air. The streets 
were crowded with people and both sides 
of the route through which the funeral 
procession passed were lighted with 
silk lanterns rendering » charming effect 
upon the broad street leading from the 
Palace to the East gate. Groups of lantern 
carriers eat under their silky Muminations 
and passed the weary, long night hours by 
playing games of cards and dominoes ; the 
vociferous sweetmeat vendors filled the still 
night air with their cries, soliciting patron- 
age and praising the ‘quality of ‘their 




















‘The scene inside the Palace was equally 
interesting. The building in which the 
Imperial coffin was lying in state was 
closely packed with court officials wearin, 
the ‘inverted V-shaped headgear anc 
yellowish grass-cloth garments with volum- 
inous sleeves, ornamented with coils of 
dark ropes made of rhea plants. ‘Thou- 
sands of wax candles cast weird yet com- 
paratively brilliant light everywhere snd 
the burning of incense filled the sacred 
building with the faint odour of sandal- 
wood, There were numerous saci 
each ‘possessing some ceremonial si 
cance, but they were Greek to the wri 
However, the ceremonies were simple in 
their procedure. Large round plates were 
filled with various food, including meat, 
vegetables, fruits, and sweets, all of which 
were piled on plates to the height of three 
feet, The i ween relatives, State officials, 
‘and courtiers bowed several times before the 
casket coffin), and whenthe Mastersof Cere- 
monies cried out in high falsetto some long- 
drawn sentence, everybody knelt upon 
his knees and wailed in subdued voices, 
‘The veiling: stopped in unison when the 
Masters of emonies uttered another 
long-winded sentence. All the ceremonies 
were the same in this respect, and at the 
beginning of each ceremony the entire 
table was cleared, new food was brought 
in and more incense was thrown into the 
poe guaes creating fantastic wreaths of 
smoke, 

‘There were two hearses: one was called 
small and the other large. The small 
hearse was placed in the middle of the 
courtyard, and the other under a large 
awning in front of the Palace just below 
the main gate. 
on a fiat platform built upun twenty pieces 
of long beams, each fully fifteen feet long. 
‘They were laid parallel about two-and-a-half 
feet apart. The platform itself was about 
twelve feet long and six feet wide with low, 
carved railing around the border, and the 
railing was beautifully painted with varie- 
gated colours. The platform was fastened 
in the centre with cross low, and 
on the upper surface of the floor another 
raised platform or square shelf was erected 
in the shape of a raised cabinet. ‘The latter 
was covered with a high rectangular lid 
made of brocaded silk of the most gorgeous 
red, yellow, and green. ‘The lid was or- 
namented ‘with gilded metallic trimmings 
and crimson silk cords, presenting an ap- 
pearance‘of barbaric splendour. ‘The cross 
























at 


‘The larger of the two was ! 





beams were secured by thick stout hemp 
rope making a + network in the 
interspaces in which the pall-bearers were 
to stand and carry the hearse by supporting 
the ropes upon their shoulders. The 
hearse was carried by two hundred and 
twenty-two men, and every five lia fresh 
corps of carriers relieved them. Altogether 
one thousand four hundred and forty-four 
men were employed in carying the hearse. 
The top of the hearse was somewhat 
conical in shape and ornamented with 
shining brass carvings and red brocaded 
silk awnings with hundreds of golden tassels, 
silvery fringes, and red, silky streamers. On 
each corner of the platform a large red 
wooden bowl was placed and filled with 
water, the purpose of which was said to 
be that whenever the water was spilled 
it was an indication of unevenness in the 
position of the form while being 
carried by the men below. Therefore 

Vow! was guarded an official who 
stood by and watel the water-level. 
Whenever they noticed any unevenness 
they warned the carriera by ringing a large 
bell, the shape of which was moro like an 





ordinary dinner bell than anything else. 
‘The guirdians of the bowls were each 
sk and a brass 


provided with s long red si 
inkstand filled with red ink. When they 
observed that any carrier failed to take 
proper steps his back was marked by the 
guardian with the stick which was dipped 
in the red ink. If any one had a red ink 
mark on his back he would not be paid or 
rewarded by the Government. 

The small hearse was made similar to 
the large one being only on a smaller scale 
and possessing fewer decorations. 

‘Tho Foreign Representatives, army and 
naval officers of various nations, the advi- 
sefs of the Corean Government and other 
foreign employés, arrived in the Palace by 
6 o'clock in the morning in their full uni- 
forms, with an addition of a piece of black 
crape on their sleeves, as.a mark of respect 
for the late Empress.’ ‘They were escorted. 
to the temporary pavilion which was built 
in front of the Palace on the opposite side 
of the street, where they waited for two 
hoursin the cold morning air. Finally the 
Imperial casket was carried out from the 
Palace in the small hearse and transferred 
to the large one. ‘The procession was soon 
formed and the funeral march commenced. 
As tho cortige pased, His Majesty 
the Emperor, and the’ Crown Prince 
who had also been waiting outside 
of the Palace, bowed to the slowly moving 
Imperial hearse and the Foreign Representa- 
tives uncovered their heads and made the 
usual courtesy. Shortly after the proces. 
sion passed, His Majesty gave a brief 

diene in ‘his pavilion to the foreign re- 
presentatives and foreign employés. 

















an and Asiatic civilisation. ‘Tho army and 
police turned out in their European-stylod 
uniforms with golden epaulettes and shi- 
ning swords, marching or riding amidst 
columns of bayonets and keeping step with 
the resonant notes of trumpets. This was 
that Europeat 











wn civilisation has 
the far-off land of Great Han. 
Otherwise it was strictly Oriental in 
every respect. ‘Thousands of silk Innterns, 
| numerous gorgeous banners presented by 
| diferent guilds of the city, rust-covered 
{speats, gilded wooden swords, red wooden 
fans with elongated handles, bunches 
of silk umbrellas with long streamers 
of variegated silk, flagn of various di- 
mensions and colours, and inscriptions 
[and long rolls of white benners cover- 
‘ed with fine writings (which were said 
to be the inemorial essays contributed by 
| the literary statesmen of the Empire), were 
‘carried in the unique procession. Six 
imitation horses mouated on two wheeled 
| gure and each polled by fifteen men were 
odd features. ‘The horses ware made of 
wicker and covered with paper and painted 
with gray and white colours. ‘They were life- 
size and four of them had on fall harness 


the si 
reacht 














‘The procession was a mixture of Europe- | S, 


and saddles, while one pair was unharness- 
ed, assuming a running posture with two 
wooden legs. raised in the air. They are 
called Jf AG, or spirit horses, and were in- 
tended for the departed soul to ride while 
making the journey to heaven. For that 
reason they were burned immediately after 
the remains were interred in the grave, #0 
that the soul might ride on the spiritof the 
imitation horses. The next most remarkable 


things in the procession were the Pi, 
or devil-chasers, which were huge round 
masks about five feet in diameter. The 
features of the faces were simply horrible 
‘and undoubtedly they would frighten any 
ordinary devil whether he be mortal or spir- 
itual. “Devils may pride themselves upon 
their hideousness but they would not be in 
it with these chasers. The round eyes, ‘as 
big as saucers,” rolled round in all directions 
with equal facility. Sometimes the eyes pro- 
traded several inches ; then again they dis- 
appeared altogether into thoir sockets. 

‘he mouths extended from ear to ear and 
the color of the lips was like that of coa- 

walated blood. Yellow protruding upper 
teeth would make any elephant ashamed 
because of the insignificance of his tusks in 
comparison to these. There were six of 
these uncanny objects which were carried 
upon the shoulders of men and each man 
rode on a pony. The men could not be 
seen as their bodies were completely 
covered by the masks. 

‘A few hours later His Majesty and the 
Crown Prince went tothe Imperial grave with 
the usual pomp, and were closely [acted ° 
by Russian officers and sergeants. Besides, 
there were thousands of the native troops 
and hundreds of the civil and military 
ofticers of the Government. The Imperial 

rrocession was soon followed by the Foreign 
Representatives and the army and naval 
officers of the different Legations. When 
they reached their destination they were 
escorted into their resting-places by the 
Reception Committee, the Chairman of 
which was Mr, Cho zg the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. Each repre- 
sentative was provided with a couple 
of newly finished rooms with the necossary 
furniture, and the members of the Com- 
mittee seemed to try their best to 
make the guests comfortable as far as 
they knew how. The foreign sdvisors, 
foreign teachers, and other invited foreign 
guests were also provided with quar-~ 
ters. The meals were furnished by Mr. 
Bijno of this city and the dinner was 
served at half-past seven o'clock. The 
dining room was rather too crowded for 
comfort and the assembled guests were 
thoroughly cosmopolitan. The American 
Minister, the Hon. H.N.. jad with him 
six American naval officers from the U. S. 

7 . The British Consul-General, 

Mr. J. N. Jordan, and the British Vice- 
Consul at Chemulpo, Mr. H. B. Joly, wore 
accompanied by the Captain of H. B. M. 
cruiser Rainbowand three other officers. The 
French Minister, M. Collin de Plancy, and 
the Secretary of the Legation, M. Lefevre, 
represented France ; and Mr 'F. Krien, the 
German Consul, represented the Empire 
of His Majesty the Kaiser. Japan, was 
largely represented by her Minister Mr. 
Koto, Consul. Akizuki, Secretary of the 
Legation Mr. Hioki, two military «tlachés, 
and other Legation officials. The Russian 
Minister, Mr. de Speyer. had with him Col. 
Strelbitzky, the Russian military agent, 
anda ion official. The dinner table 
was pt over by the Minister of For - 
Affairs in his full mourning dress and the 
guests were in their full-dress uniforms, 
glistening with gold lace and medals. 
‘After the dinner was over the guests 
retired to their. respective rooms and 
endeavoured to get some sleep, with 
varying degrees of success. 

‘At two o'clock on Monday morning the 




































foreign guesta were invited to attend the 
last ceremony before tho Tmperial remains 
wore interred. They were ushered into the 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


